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Norway expels Iranian diploc^:! 

Oslo (R) — Norway said Friday it was expelling an Iranian dipion:;:! 
in a move it said was unrelaM to the shooting last year of the 
Norwegian publisher of Salman Rushdie’s coniroverstal book 'T:^-.- 
Satanie Veises.” Consul Mohammad Movahed “is not w.mtcd in 
Norway for aedvities incompatible with his diplomatic status," (be 
foreign ministry said in a brief statement. It said the Eraniar. 
ambvsador had been called to ^e minkiry on Friday and tola M:. 
Movahed had 10 days to leave. The minist^ gave no reasons for :r.o 
expuIdOQ but said it was not tied to the atteo^ited killing Iasi -October 
of Wiliam Nygaard, the Norwegian publisher of Mr. Rushdkr'h novel. 
A gimman shot and scriously wounded Mr. Nygaard, SO, head of 
Nofwepan publishers Asebeboug, three times from behind ouisiue his 
IK^ in a leafy Oslo suburb last October. Mr. Nygaard has said 1 c K 
convinced Iran was behind the attack. Bui Norwegian police have tio 
firm leads and the Iranian embassy has repeatedly denied ar.y 
invotvemem. “We see this expulaon as an isolated ease," foref-'.n 
ministiy spokesman Invatd Havnen said. 
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Talal Al Hassan 
meets Musa — 

CAIRO (Petra) — MQnister of 
State for Foreign Affairs, Talal 
Sataan AI Hassan, recced at 
his residence in Cairo the 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa with whom he dis- 
cossed bilateral relations and 
means to further promote 
l&em and the coming rwaAtfn g 
wf the Joint-lfigher Jordanian- 
Egyptian Committee. They 
also discussed the lat^ de- 
velopment regarding the pf»ace 
process, Arab and regional 
afiairs and the a^da of Arab 
League conndl*s meeting to be 
held on Saturday. 

Qadhafi meets 

Palestinian 

dissidents 

TRIPOU (AFP) — Lil^ 
leader Miiammar Qadhafi dis- 
cussed I^day the situation in 
the occuined territories with 
representatives of 10 Fale^- 
nian groups opposed to the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) autonomy 
accord. A statement issued 1^ 
the Damascus-based opposi- 
tiott said the meeting here »!«» 
dealt with other Arab and in- 
temational issues. 1^ groups 
called on Arabs to break tiie 
mtemational embargo against 
Libya and said tire PLO-Isiael 
peace talks lannohed at the 
1991 Madrid conference were a 
“capitulation.” 

Yemeni Jews 
^surrender to police 

\eHUD, Israel (AFP) — 
Dozens of armed Yemeni Jews 
surrendered Friday after 
laaeli police sunounded the 
isolated house near Tel Aviv 
where they had barricaded 
themselves in, police said. The 
siege, uhidi began in Yehud 
on Thursday, ended when the 
authorities agreed to set up a 
parliamentary commission of 
inquiry into the fate of around 
1,000 Yemeni Jewish ^Idren 
Wto disappeared when their 
parents emigrated to Israel in 
ttie early 19S0s. The Yemeni 
lews, followers of RabU Uzi 
Mesbulam Azniay who heads 
:tbe “mishkenot criialim” sect, 
came out wOi tbdr we^K^. 
Politt ix)ted tiiOT identities, 
•bat made no arrests. Rabbi 
Mesbulam has called on his 
followers in Yehud village to 
:^kfli or be killed.” 

kordofan relieves 
shortages 

‘KHARTOUM (R) — Food 
«hortues have b^n overcome 
3n Snmui’s nortiieni Kordofan 
l^tate and people are no loiter 
'fl arin g the area, a state news- 
paper reported on Friday. 
.Govemmeot-owned Ai Nasr 
Iqucfted the western state’s fi- 
TiaDce minister, Babakier 
Mtriiammad Al Toro, as saying 
tile government had resolved 
iTbe problem by buying 200 
inillion Sudanese pounds 
(S500,000) worth of sorghum 
‘tom eastern Sudan. He said 
tiiere was no hunger and mass 
hiorament of peo^. Last year 
tile former commisrioner of 
Sodari province in norfbem 
Kordofan said dronghc and 
food shortages were forang 
PMple to flee to tiie capital 
khartoum. 

Iran investigates 
plane crash 

NICOSIA (R) — A team of 
Iranian experts sent tt> the dis- 
puted Azeri enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh has begun 
investigating the cai« an 
Iranian plane crash that kfllM 
32 people there last week, 
Iran’s IRNA news agency said 
Friday. It did not say when the 
team, whidi indwte air force 
and Foreign Ministty 
was eiqiet^ to report its fn^ 
ings. A militaiy transport C- 
130 Hercules, ^ing from Mos- 
cow to Tehran, crashed near 
Karabakh’s capital Stepa- 
nakeit on March 17, killing all 
32 people on board. TTicy ^ 
1 rind ed relatives of Daniaa di- 

r jrfomats based in Moscow. 

Kuwaiti group buys 
share In Lebanon bank 

BEIRUT (R) — A Kuw^ 
Lebanese group of b«s***^ 
men bought the smaU 
Lebanon-based Trade 
and decided to ra^ i«s ^ 
iniUion capital by $8 imllK®- 
the bank’s new chautnan saio. 


Israel sees self-rule 
talks Tuesday; PLO 
says no decision yet 


Combined a ge n^ 

ISRAELI officials said Friday 
peace talte between Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) were Hkely to 
resume in Cairo on Tuesday 
but PLO officials said no 
egieement was reached to re- 
sume the talks . 

A senior UcaeS offidai who 
spoke on cemdition of anonym- 
ity said: “It is likely that the 
tklks on Gaza-Jericto will be 
resumed on Tuesday... there is 
no agreement on the resump- 
tion of the talks but as a result 
of the Cairo meetings it is 
likely.” 

Negotiations on seif-rule in 
Gaza and Jericho, the first 
phase of a September Israel- 
PLO peac» deal, were nearing 
completion when settler 
Baiud Goldstein shot dead 
dozens of Palestinians in Heb- 
ron in the West Bank exaedy 
four weeks ago. 

The PLO suspended the 
talks after the kiiHwgs. 

PLO and Isradii negotiators 
ended a roond of talks aimed 
at reviving Gaza-Jericbo 
negotiations in Cidro eariy on 
Friday. Hiose talks focus on 
setting security arrangements 
in Hebron. 

The PLO’s head delegate, 
Nabil Shaath, said more work 
was needed. Hesaidifomtacts 
between the sides produced 
agreement on Hebron by Tues- 
day, negotiators would anto- 
roatically tackle implementix^ 
Gaza-Jericbo self-rule. 

“1 think tiiat the good news 


is that the Palestimans agreed 
to resume the Gaza-Jericbo 
talks on Tuesday with no con- 
ditions but they will start the 
negotiations after they win 
acoMoplish the arrangement in 
Hebron,” Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yh^ak Ra^’s qwkesnias 
_told Renters. 

There is no guarantee the 
sides win rearil apeement on 
additional protection for 
Palestinians in Helnon. 

“I would say we have made 
significant p rogess but there 
are several questions that 
could not settl^” Dr. RhMrti 
tdd reporters in Criro. 

In Tunis, a close ride to 
PLO fTiMTwign Yasser Arafat 
said the PLO has not yet de- 
rided whether to resnine the 
negotiations with Israel. 

Marwan Kanafani said PLO- 
brael ^seusskms set to resume 
m C^iro next week “do not 
constitute a resumption oi the 
negotiations.” 

Xfr. Kanafaai said the PLO 
was continuing its contacts 
with all concerned parties, in- 
cluding the United States, Rus- 
ria and Norway, to obtain 
answers to demands made by 
the PLO in the wake of the 
Hebron massacre. 

A reamqxion of the anton- 
onxy “dq>ends.on positive' 
and practical answers winrii' 
the Israelis must provide,” 
Gonceming impleme^tion of 
U.N. SeciuTty Counril Resriu- 
tion which allowed for 
protection of Palestinians in 
the occiqried territories. 


Israrii t^dak, declining to 
be nam^, said 'negotiators 
.General Amnon Shahak and 
Uri Savir had reported to Mr. 
Rabin on “the progrem made 
in tiie Egyptian caiatal.” 

“We will go back to Cairo on 
Tuesday and this time we will 
be aUe to oondnde,” Gen. 
Shahak, the deputy efaief-of- 
stafF, s^ on his return after 
two days of talks on boosting 
security for the Palestinians of 
Hebron. 

braeO Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres told Israel Radio 
the Cairo talks bad yet to reuh 
agreement on security arrange- 
ments for Hebron but added: 
“It is not over yet. There has 
be«i impoijant progress.” 

Mr. Peres said gaps still re- 
mained regarding the number 
of Palestinian police to be sta- 
tioned in Hebron and who 
wonld have ultimate antbority 
over them. 

But he added the fact the 
sides were — even if 

stiU debating bow to resume 
the Gaza-Jmikbo negotiations 
— meant the peace process 
was salvaged from the Hebron 
slaughter. 

~ ‘“In essence the fact the talks 
are back on track and we can 
make progress is the important 
thing.” Mr. Feres said. 

IsraeTs Haaretz newspa^c 
said Rabin on Thursday 
afiqiroved a pr<^x»al by the 
Israeli negotiators to the 
Palestinians on international 
observeis and a Palestinian 
police force. 


PLO wants large observer unit 
in Hebron including Egyptians 


By Lainis K. Andoni 

ISRAEL HAS agreed to the 
deplo}rment of a lightly 
armed 50-man Norwegian 
observer unit and an fl)ual 
number of a Palestioiaji 
police force in the riQr-of 
Hebron but the Palestine Li- 
beration Oiganisation (PLO) 
is seeking to esqp^ the unit 
to two malti-national batta- 
fions indoding senior Egyp- 
tian officers. 

Israel wSi respond to the 
Palestinian proposals n4ien 
the talks, wfaitm were ad- 
journed in Cairo yesterday, 
resume after the two delega- 
tions delibeiate with their 
two r espective leaderships. 

The PLO is also await^ a 
response to the dwioyment 
of a 8,000-9,000 Patotinian 
tlice force in Jeridio and the 
Strip. 

PLO officials in TUnis ex- 
pected tiie Palestinian force 
to cross from Jordan and 
Egypt by April 13, the agreed 


iqxm dare for Israeli witii- 
towal from the Gaza Sttfo 
and Jeridio. 

Israel has suggested speed- 
ing op the withdrawal in re- 
turn for resumption of 
PalestiniaD-Israeli negotia- 
tk»s, but the FLO wanted to 
get security guarantees diat 
will end the corfew in Hebron 
before going back to the 
negotiating table. 

“The way tilings are mov- 
ing the actixal beginning of 
the implementation wQl te 
driayed for two or three 
wosks, but we cannot resume 
negotiations without sedng 
riiange in the shuation 
on die ground esperially in 
Hebron,” a PLO offiriri srid. 

Accor din g to ’Dmis-based 
FLO officials, Israel has not 
officially conceded to de- 
mands to evia 4S0 Israeli 
settieis fr<Mn the centre of 
Hebron. 

**The Israelis could not 
give a wend or any promises 
regarding the settieis,” said 


one PLO official. 

The Israelis have implied, 
however, that the ^iveni- 
ment was considering specific 
measares. PLO officials said 
that tiie Israeli itegotiators 
refosed to elaborate. 

Israel, the ' officials said, 
win be studying a suggestion, 
imtially put fcnriraid by Nor- 
way, that it take unilateral 
measares without prior pub- 
lic annouDcemenri, but the 
FLO prefers that a third par- 
most probably Norway, 
act as a guarantor 'to 
ensure foDow-iqi of whatever 
proce s s the lanefi govern- 
ment decides to start re^rd- 
ing the settlers. 

MeanwhOe, PLO Qirir- 
man Yasser Arafat, iriio has 
personally insisted on the 
partiripation of senior Egyp- 
tian officers in the foreign 
observing foiw, is sailed 
witii Israel's accept a nce of 


(Cootinacd on 10) 


Settler kills Palestinian 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies} ~ A Palestiman 
truck driver died after being 
shot by a Jewish settler Friday 
near Brit Jibrin in sontbem 
Israel, police announced. 

The 42-year-old gunman 
fired shots from a car at die 
tiudL and efaen fled the scene, 
but he was later arrcsstKTl:^ 
police in the soudiem Israeli 
town of Kyriat Gat. 

He was tom the Adora set- 
tlement near Hebron in the 
ocenpted West Bank. 

The victim, 34, died in hos- 
pital in Ashkeloo from sto- 
marii wounds. 

He was returning home to 
Hebron, scene of a massacre of 
dozens of Palestinian worship- 
pers by a Jewish settier exactiy 
one month ago. 

Police caa#t the gunman 
after a tip-off tom an anony- 
mous caller. 

The settler refused to «- 
plain the motives for the 
attack, police said. 

The arnw on Fnday lifted 
the curfew ft imposed on He^ 
ron, military officials 
an nounced. 


But the curfew was main- 
tained around two pockets of 
■settiers in die town. 

*1110 array sent in rrinfbrc^ 
ments to prevent unrest break- 
ing ont with the end of the 
curfew, vriiidi was derided ^ 
the military commander in 
charge of the West Bank, 
General Dani Yatom, tiie offi- 
rials said. 

The curfew was imposed im- 
mediately after the Feb. 25 
massacre. But the Jews of the 
town were not affected. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, who is also defence 
nnnister, recognised Wednes- 
day that be fa^ “a dilemma 
maintaining the curfew on 
120,000 Patestinians because of 
some 400 Jews.” 

Nearly two million Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territor- 
ies went on 'strike on Friday to 
mark the one month pateed 
anee the Hebron mosque mas- 
sacre. 

Israeli officials tightened 
security in tiie West Bank and 
Gaza Strfo to guard against 
reprisal attacks and for the 
Jewish Passover bolidav, Israel 


Ra<fio said. 

Teoipen in Hebron were 
further raised tins mek when 
the army reeled Arab apart- 
ment builduigs hi the heart of 
Hebron daring a two^y si^ 
in which three Palestinian 
actirists were killed, (see pige 
2)^ 

Troops wounded at least 35 
Palestinians in dashes in the 
occufned territories on Thtinp 
day, Arab so urce s said. Israel 
Radio said 10 Israeli soldiers 
and dvflians were also lightly 
wounded in clashes. 

Army patrols through 
Ramallah and Al Birch 
announced indefinite curfews 
and threatened to shoot riola- 
tors. 

In the Gam Strip, the strike 
call was announced from mos- 
ques. Stores were shuttered 
and tranroortatioa stopped. 

Meanwhile, a Palestinian in- 
quiry into the Hebron mosque 
massacre will conclude that 
Isr^ soldiers joined the Jew- 
ish settier in fofog at worship- 
pers, the inqniry commission's 
chairman said Pridav. 



Saltan Azlaa Muhebeddiue Shah of Malaysia and his wife Friday visit Mount Nebo (Petra 
photo) 


King ‘satisfied’ by results 
of visits to Oman, Qatar 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein H satisfied that his 
visits to Oman and Qatar last 
week were positive and would 
contribute to efforts to dose 
Arab ranks and restore Arab 
solidarity, offidai sources said 
Friday. 

The King’s visit to Qatar was 
his first since relations between 
Jordan and Gulf states were 
strained in tbe wake of the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
Aug^ 1990. 

Oman has always main- 
tained close relations with Jor- 
dan and differing approaches 
to resolving the crisis triggered 
bjf the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
did not seriously damage 
Amman-Muscat relations. ’The 
King visited Oman twice after 
the end oi tbe Gulf war which 
ended the Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait ui Fetmaiy 1S)91. 

Tbe sources said tbe King, 
who returned home on Thurs- 
day, discussed tbe idea of con- 


Qatari emir th anks King 

KING HUSSEIN Friday received a cable from Sheikh Khalifa 
Ben Hamad Al Thani, the emir oif Qatar, thanking him for the 
cable he sent after leaving Doha Thursday on the conclusion of 
a two-day visit to Qatar. “With appreciation I have received 
your cable while you were leaving Doha following the 
conclusion of your kind visit daring u^ich we were happy to 
meet you and exdiange views with you on issues of concern to 
our countries and the Arab Nation,” Sheikh Khalifo said in his 
cable. “As I express my gratitude for your true brotherly 
relations. I express towsiids you the same feelings, stressing 
our keenness to unify the ranlu of our Arab Nation, to protect 
higher Arab interests and defend just Arab causes and achieve 
prosperity for its peoples,” be said. Sheikh Khalifo wished 
King Hussein continued good hpalth and happiness and the 
Jordanian people further progress and prosp^ty. ' 


veaing an Arab summit daring 
his talks with Sultan Qaboos of 
Oman in Salalah and with 
Sheikh Khalift Ben Hamad Al 
Thani of Qatar in Doha, but no 
immediate progress was visible 
in conrening s^ a conference 
soon. 

However. “His Majesty 
King Hussein came back satis- 
fied that bis visits were posi- 
tive” both in a bilateral context 


and on a pan-Arab level, said a 
senior omdal. 

“Jordan has always been in- 
terested in ensuring good rela- 
tions among the A^ stales," 
said another source. “As such, 
ft is very much interested in 
seeing Arab heads of state 
meet and exchange views in a 
positive atmosi^ere.” 

(Ccwtimied oo page 10> 


Malaysiaii 
sultan visits 
touristic sites 

AMMAN (Petra) — Sulmii 
Azlan Muhebeddinc Shah of 
Malaysia and his wii'c spent 
Friday touring lourisiic iiitL':) 
around the Kingdom. 

The sultan and his wife, who 
arrived in Amman TiiursJav, 
visited the R o .m a n 
amphitheatre in dowsiiown 
Amman, Jerash in the north 
and Mount Nebo near MaJa- 
ba. 

They were briefed b> Direc- 
tor General of the Antiquities 
Department Safwan Al Tel! on 
the importance of these sites as 
well as their historical signifi- 
cance. 

The sultan and his wife, who 
are accompanied on the \isit 
by several members of the 
Malaysian royal family, were 
received upon arrival litursday 
by His Majesty King Hussein. 

Also present at the uiiport to 
receive the guests were His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, Her Royal Higli- 
ness Princess Taghreed, sever- 
al royal family members. 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shoncr and 
senior officials. 

King Hussein Thursday 
evening hosted a dinner i.'i 
honour of the Malaysian leader 
and his wife and the ncaim- 
panying delegation. 

liie banquet was attended 
by Prince Mohammad. Prin- 
cess Taghreed, roy,:! i'jmily 
members, Sharif Zeid .::td his 
wife as well as members o: :b.e- 
visiting delegation. 

Ac the b;wquet Kin^ Iva:- 
scin conferred uj.v.;; 

Azlan the Al Hussel;i Her...-.!. 
Medal, the highest Jcrdj..i.ir. 
medal, and conferred u.i,’.'! tlv.* 
sultan’s wife the A\ N.::vJ.. 
Medal of the First OrJL'r. 

Sultan Shah is scheduled :o 
bold talks with King Hussein 
on bilateral relations" me:>ns of 
enhancing them ami !.<^r.'jes of 
common interest. 


Clinton stresses stand 
on Jerusalem unchanged 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
President Bill Clinton has 
stressed that his position on tbe 
status of Jerusalem has not 
changed. 

As he was leaving tbe White 
House around noon, Mr. Qin- 
ten was asked by a reporter 
about what he said about Jeru- 
salem to tbe presidents of ma- 
j^ American Jewish organira- 
tions wfth whom be met earlier 
that morning. He reqmnded: 

“I told them what Fve al- 
ways told you in public. Pll tell 
you tbe exact words I used: I 
said, my position has not 
changed on that issue... So I 
have made it clear that the 
Umted States bas not changed 


its portion.” 

Jewish leaders told reporters 
that Mr. Qinton had described 
a “united Jerusalem” as 
Israel’s capital. Asked about 
those reported remarks and 
about a 1993 campaign state- 
ment in which Mr. Clinton 
called Jerusalem “an undi- 
vided dty” and .“the eternal 
capital” of Israel, State De- 
partment spokesman Michael 
M^uny quoted from public 
remarks the president made at 
the condurion of his meeting 
with Jewish leaders, asserting 
there has been no change in 
Mr. Clinton’s position on the 

(CoDtmued on page 10) 


More LF officials 
detained in sweep 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The- 
government sought Friday to 
quell fears it planned to restrict 
I^Utical frerooms as troops 
made fresh arrests in a crack- 
down on right-wing Christians 
implicated in a church bomb- 
ing. 

Army soldieis, backed by 
annoui^ personnel carriers, 
searched motorists and check- 
ed identification documents in 
Christian neighbourhoods of 
Beirut and the hinterland to 
die northeast. 

Commandos, armed with 
rocket-propelled grenade laun- 
chers and machine-guns, 
staged foot patrols and took up 
poations OD corneis of major 
street intersection and bridge. 

Tbe target of tbe anny cam- 
togn is the Lebanese Forces 
(LF), which the government 
outlawed Wednesday after iis 
iraplicatioD in the Feb. 27 
bombing of a Marooite Catho- 
tic Chu^ that killed 10 wor- 
^ppers and wounded 60. 

The Lebanese Forces were 
the Christians' mam militia in 
the 1975-90 civil war. The 
group voluntarily disarmed in 
1991 as part of a governmeut 
plan to demilitarise Beirut and 
its environs. 

nvvTwV ImH^I* 


Fuad Malek, was arrested 
Wednesday on Thursday, 
troops picked up one of Mr. 
Malek’s aides, Elie Abi and an 
aide to tbe Lebanese Forces 
spokesman, security officials 
said. 

The goveniment outlawed 
tbe Lebanese Forces Wednes- 
day after examining Ma^strate 
Joseph Freiba issued warrants 
for tbe arrest of nine people 
suspected in the church bomb- 
ing. He said they were mem- 
b^ of tbe Leb^ese forces. 

Five are in custody and four 
on the run, two in Australia 
and one in Canada. 

Patty chief Samir Geagu, 
who denied his group's in- 
volvement in Che church bomb- 
ing, bas been holed up for 
almost three weeks at his he^ 
quarters in the mountains 
northeast of Beirut. 

Meanwhile, Lebanese politi- 
cians and media protested 
a gainst a ban on private news 
broadcasts. 

Former Prime Minister 
Selim Hoss demanded tbe gov- 
ernment drop the media ban, 
.which it says is temporary, to 
allow proper discussion by par- 
liament of a promised new 


Woman, child kille 
in Israeli shelling 


jj. 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) 
— Israeli forces opened up 
with artillery on South Leba- 
non on Friday killing a woman 
and her young daughter afitr 
guerrillas killed tbr^ of their 
militia allies, security sources 
said. 

They said the woman and 
girl were killed when artillery 
Aells slammed into the village 
of J*baa in Iqlim Al Touf^ 
ridge, a bastion of resistance 
fighters north of Israel’s South 
Lebanon occupation zone. 

Israeli and allied gunners un- 
leashed a heavy bombardment 
on the strategic ridge after 
guerrillas killed three Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militiamen and cap- 
tured two in attacks on their 
positions in South Lebanon, 
the security sources said. 

The guerrillas attacked two 
SLA posts near the southern 
town of Jeraine and took at 
least one of them. 

HizboUah (Party of Cod) 
said its forces attacked seven 
SLA posts at dawn and took 


two of them, destroying three 
SLA tanks. 

HizboUah said it captured 
SLA posts at the rillages of 
Saidon and Deir Shkadinc near 
the town of Jezzi::c. 25 
kilometres east of the southorn 
port of Sidon. 

Jemne stands in a finger o; 
territor}' controlled by Israel 
and its ally that juts north from 
tbe border zone. 

The sources said th.' guerril- 
las responded to ihv isr.neii 
shelling by rocketing '.'ne town 
of Marjay^un, where tite SLA 
has its hindquarters, and U:e 
village of Aishiyeh near Je.r- 
ane. 

Under a U.S. -brokered deal 
that ended a week long Israel: 
blitz on south Lebancr: I: -.*. 
July, HizboUah agreed to hei: 
Katyusha rocket utt.tcks inii^ 
nor&ern Israel in return to: 
the Jewish state agreeing nc: t-o 
target civilians in South Leba- 
non. 

TWo schoolchildren e 
man were killed ir^tne 
on Monday 


Arab Bank presents 
budget, final account 

AMMAN — The Arab 
Bank Shareholders general 
assembly held its 64th meet- 
ing Friday at the Arab 
Bank Building in Amman 
under the chairmanship of 
Board of Director Chair- 
man Abdul Majeed Shoman 
and in the presence of rep- 
resentatives of the comp- 
troUer of companies at the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade and a group of the 
Arab Bank shareholders in 
various Arab countries. 

Ibe meeting discussed the general budget, the 
final account, the board of director's report p'zb- 
iished inside. 



Abdul Majeed Shonisn 


\ 



I • 






Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, MARCH 26, 



Israeli troops use children’s 
hospital as Hebron fire base 


HEBRON. Occupied West 
Bank (AP) — ••The soldier 
^scared me and made me cry,” 
‘four-yeapold Nuha Zreikat re- 
called of the army's takeover 
of the chSTdren's hospital where 
she was being treated for 
meningitis. 

“They stole my chair and ran 
away." 

.A half-dozen soldiers car- 
rying automatic rifles kicked 
open the from door of the 
Mohlas&eb Children's Hospital 
about 10:30 p.m. Tuesday. 
They snatched chairs from 
rooms, threatened staff and 
fired rockets from the rooftop 
in a two-day seige against sus- 
pected hideout of the Palesti- 
nian activists. Four activists 
and a bystander were killed, 
witnesses said Thursday. 

‘•I told them, ‘this is a chil- 
dren’s hospital, where are you 
going?” me of them pushed 
me away with his rifle,” said 
Tewriq Jabari, the hospital 
guard. 

Nurse Etidal Aijan said she 
was on the first floor of the 
Ihree-siorey hospital when sol- 
diers. started knocking loudly 
on the door. 

"They said, ‘if you don't 
open up, we will shoot’," she 
recalled. "When we opened, 
the door, they shouted for us 
to get out of the way." 

Soldiers fired weapons firom 
a section of the roof over an 
unused wing of the hospital, 
attached tqr a corridor to the 


main wing. Relatives and doc- 
tors said the gunfire was 
deafening, lerri^ng the 25 
child patients. 

Major Geneial Yaton, com- 
mander of Israeli forces in the 
West Bank, defended the 
army’s actions, saying the sol- 
diers did not take over the 
whole hospital, using only the 
roof. 


"7116 roof of the hospital 
overlooks the terrorist house, 
and it was perfectly natural, 
writhout harming the hospital 
or any other house in the re- 
@on, togain the advanta^ on 
the terrorists," he said. 

Jamila Zreikat said her 
daughter was getting an in- 
travenous treatment in one 
arm, which was resting on a 
chair, when a soldier came in 
and grabbed the chair. 

“I went back to Nuha's 
room, and she was soeainny 
and c^ng,” she said. ”1 lost 
my mind and ran to the doctor 
and got him.” 

Nuha, whose eyes were puf- 
fy, was dressed in a white 
*T-shirt. She was interviewed at 
Mokassed hospital in Jeru- 
salem, where she and three 
other patients had been trans- 
-ferred from Hebron on 
Wednesday. 

Back in Hebron, Zuhaira 
Maraqtan, whose six-week-old 
son Hassan was being treated 
for pneumonia, said: ‘The 
hospital shook every time the 


army started shooting. 1 took 
my child and ran from one 
comer to the other in fear." 

Dr. Bassam Badr said the 
experience could have a lasting 
impact on the children and 
their parents. 

‘This will have repercus- 
sions on the mothers and the 
children later. This is some- 
thing you can't see so soon,” 
he said. 


Human rights^at core’ofU.S. 
Algeria policy, says official 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The United States is c^ling on 
Algeria to resolve its problems 
without resorting to abuses of 
human i^ts. and is reaffirm- 
ing the tmpoitance It attaches 
to the protection of human 
rights around the world. 

The United Stztes "should 
be consistent in applying the 
values that we believe in across 


the board in our relations with .v 
other countries,” Mark R. Par-' ’’ 


ris, acting assistant secretary of 
state for Near. Easjtei^ afWrs,’,'^ 
told the House FoieT^ Affoirs 
Subcommittee on Africa. 
Tuesday. 

•’Human Ri^ts is at the 
core today of the administra- 
tion's appToadi to Algeria, and 
1 think that our concern that 
the Algerian government act in 
accordance with the rule of 
law. that it respea human 
rights — despite the difficult 
situation that it's dealing with 
— is a message that they have 
heard ve^ clearly from us." 
Mr. Parris said. 

Mr. Parris was questioned 
by subcommittee chairman 
Harry A. Johnston < Democrat 
of Florida), who in remarks 
opening the hearing described 
Algeria as “a nation in the 
midsi of a severe political and 
economic crisis... gripped in an 
escalating cycle of violence in 
which the government and the 
opposition anock each other 
constantly." 

Discussing the question of 
.Algeria's future. Mr. Parris 
said that "events suggest that 
there is a large element of 
Algerian public opinion which 
believes that Islamic principles 
have to be a factor in .Algerian 
political life. 

"That element." Mr. Parris 
continued, "will have to be 
dealt with. And the way in 
which it is dealt with over the 
months ahead. 1 think will 
htavc an important impact on 
'.he role that (it) will play in 
Algena in the future, and in 
what kind of a place Algeria 
will he." 

Above all. Mr. Parris said, 
"to the extenr that that process 


of defining Islamic objectives 
takes place in the context of 
violence,, of repressive actions 
by the government — in many 
cases which ignore basic rules 
of law you get a more 
troubling result th^ if the gov- 
ernment can find means of 
demonstrating its wiUtngess to 
reach out. broaden the dia- 
tp..the .glctgtoial 
process, malu the economic 
reforms necessary to provide 
the basic needs of the people." 
^ Mr. Parris noted that there is 
a tenden^ within all of the 
North Alrican countries, to 
"resort to traditional Islamic 
doctrine to deal with some of 
(he problems of modern 
societies." 

‘T think it has been particu- 
larly acute in the way that it 
evolved in Algeria because of a 
combination of historical and 
cultural factors which don't ex- 
ist in... Tunisia or Morocco.” 

These factors, he said, in- 
cluded "the relative absence of 
a middle class in Algeria; the 
Wily that it achieved decol- 
onisation through a long, 
bloody dvil war; its resort to 
status to economic prindples 
— a collectivisation of agricul- 
ture — steps which created an 
extraordinarily fertile ground 
for extremist receptivity." 

Mr. Parris added that while 
"people in Morocco and Tuni- 
sia and in other parts of the 
Islamic world are... aware of 
the general issue of a more 
activist form of Islam, it would 
be a mistake to see it in pre- 
cisely the same terms for each 
of these countries." 

Asked if he agreed with 
observers of Human Rights 
Watch who have reported 
widespread abuses of human 
ri^ts by the government and 
opposition in Algeria, Mr. Par- 
ris said that the State Depart- 
ment's own human rights re- 
port. issued annually in Janu- 
ary, had been straightforward 
about the situation in Algeria. 

The department's report. 
Mr. Parris said, is “a very 
detailed description of the hu- 
man rights situation in Algeria. 


I don’t think any objective 
reading of that document 
would suggest we're pidliag 
any punches." Nor, he added, 
would "the statement that I 
have made today." 

Mr. Johnston noted possible 
"inoonsistendes" in U.S. fore- 
ign policy with re^d to re- 
ported human rights abuses. 
He died u an example U.S. 
actions after a Nigdnan gov- 

:j_ 


ernment set-aside of’ereduons 


a ye^ 

U.S. reaction to iha?*ind' 
dent, Mr. Johnston said, was 
to cut off International Milil- 
ary Ed ucation and Training 
(IMET) funds and the institu- 
tion of other restrictions. But 
when Algeria took stmflar ac- 
tion and halted elections two 
years ago, Mr. Johnston 
argued, the United States took 
no action to cut off IMET 
funds norf to cease its agri- 
cultural credit programmes in 
Algeria. 

Mr. Parris respionded. "We 
think this is a consistent and 
entirely appropriate element of 
our overall approach” to the 
situation in Alj^ria. 

He explained that the IMET 
funding to Algeria is only "a 
third of .what it was in ’92," and 
underscored the U.S. belief 
that it is important to continue 
"modest" IMET funding to 
Algeria, because the program- 
me is "an important window 
into (the military) an institu- 
tion which — for better or 
worse has been the aitrixer 
of political power in Algeria 
for many years." 

Moreover, Mr. Parris sairi, 
the whole puipose of the prog- 
ramme is "to focus 4 small 
number of Algerian military 
officers each year on issues 
which are at the core of our 
afi^oadi lo Algeria today: hu- 
man rights, dvilian control of 
the military, democratisation.” 

By halting agricultural or 
commodity lending, he said, 
"Americans would be hurt in 
the first instance... we do not 
twiieve we would have a si^i- 
ficant impact on Algeria's 
course of action.” 



Turkey plans to send 
2,700 troops to Bosnia 


Van der Brodc 


The siege also hurt medical 
medical supplies, since troops 
put the city under curfew and 
sealed off the neighbourhood 
around the fighting. 

Dr. Hisham Abu Gharbiya, 
the medical director of the 
hospital, said the hospital bad 
run out of hydration solution 
for diarrhoea as well as anti- 
biotics tc treat miningitis. 

The use of the hospital roof 
as a fire base was strongly 
protested by the Palestine U- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross ^ 

a violation of the Geneva con- 
ventions on the treatment of 
dvilians in occupied areas. 

“We made several interven- 
tions concerning Israeli army 
presence in the hospital which 
ts a clear violation of interna- 
tional humanitarian law," said 
Manuel Bessler, the head of 
the ICRC delegation in Jeru- 
salem. He said solders at the 
scene refused IC^C requests 
to leave the hospital. 


EU fears 
collapse of 
Cyprus 
peace efforts 


NICOSIA (R) ^ Peace talks 
between Turkish Cypriots and 
Greek Cypriots could suffer a 
serious setback unless the Tur- 
kish Cypriots reconsidered 
their position on U.N.- 
. proposed confidence building 
measures, a European Union 
(EU) official said on Friday. 

“We hope the Turkish C^ 
riot side should try to agr^ on 
the set of confidence-building 
measures because otherwise 
we are afraid it will be a very 
serious setback in the peace 
negotiations,” EU Commis- 
sioner for External Poli&al 
Affairs Hans van den Broek 
told reporters. 

"We hope very much that 
the other side, the Turkish 
Cypriot side, will be prepared 
to reconsider very carefully 
these proposals,” he added. 

Mr. Van den Broek spoke 
‘after a meeting witii Cyprus 
President Glaf^ Qerides. 

Cyprus has been divied since 
1974 when Turkish, troops 
occupied its northern third af- 
ter a coup in Nicosia en- 
^tieered by a mtUtaxy junta 
then ruling Greece. 

The proposed measures 
focus on the reopening of 
Nicosia airport and Varosha 
resort town, both disused since 
1974, under U.N. supervision 
as a prelude to an overall 
settlement. ' 

U.Nr,eiifi^*?oe!'OaBc*,* .who',, 
laundil^ theJoJks lasr mdhtiU ; 
left tfte-.TSland .oir~ W^esday * 
without" sirring .a^emfetit ' 
from the Turkish Cypriot le^- 
ersbip on the package. 

Rauf Denktash, leader of 
the breakaway Turkish state in 
the north which is recognised 
only by Turkey, said on Thurv 
day the measures favoured the 
Greek Cypriots. 

U.N. Secretary Genera! 
Boutros Ghali has said he still 
hopes to report progress in bis 
re^rt on Cyprus to the Secur- 
ity Coundl later this week. 

Mr. Van den Broek also 
referred separately to the is- 
land's bid to bemme a full 
member of the EU. 

”We have set preparations 
in motion and (application) is 
now taking its course, and then 
in January we will reassess Che 
island’s political situation and 
the coundl of ministers mil 
dedde how to proceed furth- 
er.” he said. 

”Wc have to make clear chat 
the aspiration of Cyprus to 
become an EU member cannot 
simply be put off because of 
the politick problem but 
one should also understand 
that a de faao dhrision of the 
island creates, of course, the 
necessary complications.” he 
added. 

He stressed that the EU 
would not make the island's 
aspiration for membership 
"hosta^ only to progreu in 
the political process." 

Asked to comment on the 
U.N. Security Ccundl’s. ded- 
Sion to accept Turkey's offer to 
send troops to war-torn Bosnia 
when it still maintains over 
30,000 occupation troops in 
northern Cyprus, he said: 


ANKARA (AP) — Turkey 
said Thursday it will contribute 
2.700 soldiers to a United' Na- 
tions protection force in Bos- 
nia, an announcement that set 
off immediate protest ftom 
Bosnian Serbs. 

The U.N. Security Coundl 
on Wednesday approved Tur- 
key’s partidpation in the U.N. 
mission. IhA decision allows 
Turkish troops to return to the 
fonner Yugo^via where the 
Onoman Turks ruled for 400 
.years until the last century. 

On Thursday, Bosnian xrb 
leaders Radovan Karadzic said 
aay deployment of Turkish 
peacekeepers in Bosnia 
would spread tiie war through 
die Balkans. 

"If Turkish soldiers come to 
die Muslim-Croat state, we 
will demand troops ftom... 
Yoguslavia” to deploy on teiri- 
toiy held by Bosnian Serbs, he 
told his assembly, meeting in 
their self-proclaimed head- 
•quarteis in Pale, Bosnia. 

Bulgarian President Zhelyu 
Zhetev also objected to the 


Tuilush deployment. 
^Tht Balkan countric 


“llte Balkan countries are 
burdened by their past and any 
involvement of th^ in former 
Yugoslavia... can awake old 
suspicions and rivalries,” Mr. 
Thftlev said ui a letter to U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
^alt. Bulgarian state radio 
reported Thursday. 

Dr. Ghali had proposed that 
Toikey, which once ruled most 
of the Balkans and has open 
sympathies for Bosnia’s Mus- 
lims. contribute 1.000 
peacekeeping troops in the for- 
mer Yugoslav republic. The 
United Nations is seeking ab- 
out 11,000 more military per- 
sonnel for Bosnia. Offers so far 
total 4,2^, excluding Turkey. 

Greeks, Serbs and Bulga- 
rians object to the presence of 
the Turkish troops in Bosnia. 
They all fou^t wars of inde- 
pendence against Turkey at the 
end of 19tb century. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
HDcmet Cetin told reports in 
Bucharest, Romania, that the 
troops will include 1,200 infan- 
trymen. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Ferhat-Ataman said-the-rroops-..^ 
wo^Idt^Ber dispateheeP^ atterr;tl 
sev>eralr.‘ttsues 

wifi- be posted -^'^arrs*- 
finalised' between 'the United 
Nations and the Thrldsh armed 
forces. He did not provide a 


timetable. 

If Turldsb troops do join the 
U.N. force, they could also be 
deployed at U.N. headquarters 
in Zagreb, Croatia, freeing 
peacel^pers now there to go 
to Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Croatia was never a part of the 
Ottoman empire. 

(jieece sad the U Jt. Secmily Caa^ 
aTs dedsioD to accept Torkish 
peacekeepers in Bosnia was 
harmful to the peace process 
given Turkey's past domina- 
tion of the region. 

“It is a mistake. I think that 
often the historical roots of 
problems are misunderstood,” 
Foreign Minister Carolos 
Papoulias told reporters, in 
Athens. 

"And while we try to satisfy 
logistical demands we fail to 
appreciate a very important 
element: The human p^holo- 
gy and the framework in which 
Turldsb troops will operate in 
Bosnia," he said. 

"Instead of helping peace, I 
think that we. harm the peace 
process.” 

Greece lobbied strenuously 
to prevent Turkish troops ftom 
serving as peacekeepers in 
Bosnia and argued that no 
country neighbouring the for- 
mer Yugoslavia, nor any coun- 
try with historic ties to the 
combatants, should send 
troops into the region. 

Greece and Serbia fought 
wars of liberation after centur- 
ies of Turkish occupation and 


NEWS IN BEIEE 

Norway willing lo send Hebron observers 


OSLO (R) — Norway reiterated wflhngneM 
revive a ^led d^ between Israel and the Palestine 

(PLO) by sending 

troubled West Bank town of Hebron. 

to ask Norway we’d be prepared to stretch a long way to 

Hc^d the PLO and Israel would first have to ag^ on the. 
size and role of any observer force. Norway has previously 
it would be willing to send observers to the oca^iM 
territories. Oslo is also providing thousa^s of unifonw fora 
plann^ Palestinian police force for the Gaza Strip ang west 
Bank town of Jericho. 


‘Missing israeiis possibiy alive in Bekaa yaHey’ 


TEL AVTV (AP) — The father of a missing Israeli soltfier said 
Thursday be has information that his son and 
Israelis are al'ive in east Lebanon's Syiian-«»ntroUca Bekaa 
Valley. "We have information from a few Lebanese sourm, 
Yona Baumel told Israel Radio. “There is a cross-check of thK 
information." Mr. Baumcl’s son Zachary Baumel, Zvi Ffeld- 
man and Yehuda Katz disappeared after a tank battle with- foe 
Syrians in 1982 during Israel's invasion of Lebaiwn. As^ if 
he had reports that the three were alive and in the Bekaa 
Valley, Mr. Baumel said yes, but added that perhaps it was 
better if he did not elaborate. Israel says a fourth servicraM, 
Ron Arad, may be alive and in the hands of Iraman 
Revolutionary Guards, also based in the Bekaa Valley. 'Hie. 
two other missing soldiers, Yosef Fink and Rahamijn Alsbeikh 
are believed to have died after their capture in 1986 by 
HizboUah. Their bodies, however, have not been recovered. 
Mr. Baumel said that since a Jewish settler killed dcu^ of 
Palestinians in the Hebron mosque last month, informatipn on 
the missing Israelis had been stifled and urged tl^ Israeli 
government to make getting the soldiers back a priorify. In 
January, a U.S. congressional delegation went to Damascus to 
try anri determine the fate of the missing Israelis after Syrian 
President Ha£» A1 Ass^ agreed to help. 


Syrian soldier ‘seeks asylum' in Israel 


share a long friendship and the 
Quistian Orthodox religion. 


"We created a Balkan front 
comprising G ree ce, Bulgaria 
and Romania against the send- 
ing of Turkish troops,” Mr. 
Papoulias said. 

“But of course, these gentle- 
t.. ‘n, the ones in the centres 
that take decisions, did not 
take into account the serious 
arguments and positions of the 
Bdkan countries.” 

Altitough Greece had hinted 
in the past tii^ It, too, might 
send peackeepers to Bosnia If 
Turkey’s offer were acceptr'1, 
Mr. Papoulias said Greece 
would not do so. 

t''You know that our prlnd- 
pie... is not to send Greek 
t r o p p s to .B.o s : . - 
Herz£m^'a*,” he '.^d'b'urpre 
.Gre^k". 

city ofloahmnalfef'an finlSrmaj.' 
weekenii'riiee&g of 
pean Union's foreign minis- 
ters. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A Syrian soldier sni^ into Israel two 
j days ago to demand politick a^lum, claiming mistreatment in 
j the Syrian army, police said Thursday. The 20-year-old soldier . 

from the Syrian vill^e of Deir A1 Bustan was stoi^ied by 
I Israeli soldiers after crossing into northern Israel on ITtiesday; 

I Soldiers handed the Syrian over to police and on Thurify the. 
magistrate's court in the northern town of Acre o^red the 
soldier held for IS days for questioning. The Syrian, whose 
name was not released, told police that was dr^ed hito the 
Syrian army's special commando forces in January 1993 and 
dedded to flee to Israel after being refiised leave ^ the 'Eid 
Ai intr holiday earUer this month. Police sources said that 
Rrael Intends to deport the soldier after his detention is over. 
Because Uie Syrian has threatened suidde if returned to Syria, 
Israel is trying to find a European country to grant bjjn 
asylum, they said. In October 19^, a Syrian fighter pilot 
defect^ with his MiG-23 plane to Israel. Syria has sooghtJus 
return. Also Thursday, Is^l Radio report^ Israel 1^ been 
holding for two weeks a Lebanese youth caught during an 
.infiltration attempt. The report said the youth, a inembN of 
Nay^ Hawatmeh's Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, and two other Lebanese bad intended to cany out 
■ attacks against braciis. m 
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Arab and Jewish children 
attend Passover event 


NEW YORK (AP) — Jenine 
Ennab is a Mu^m Arab. Elan 
Merel is Jewish. Yet ai a model 
seder- to promote understand- 
ing, the children agreed on 
most things, including this; 
parsley dipped in salt water is 
yucky. 

The freckle-faced boy in the 
rainbow-coloured yarmulke 
and the dark-haired girl next to 
him simultaneously crinkled 
their noses and stuck out their 
tongi^ after sampling one of 
the ritual foods eaten at the 
pa^ver seder. The week-long 
holiday, which commemorates 
the deliverance of the ancient 
Hebrews from slavery in 


Egypt, bepitt Saturday ni^t. 
"I dennitelv didn't like 


massacred Muslim woishqrpeis 
at a mosque in Hebron late last 
month, a gunman opened fire 
on a van of basidic students on 
the Brooklyn Bridge, killing 
one and wounding three. A 
Lebanese immigrant was 
arrested and charged in that 
shooting, though the motive 
remains unclear. 

The mock seder was spon- 
sored by the New York-based 
Foundation for Ethnic Under- 
standing and the American- 
Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee. In past years, the 
foundation has sponsored sed- 
ers with hispanic. Black and 
Asian children. 


ISTANBUL (AP) — Gunmen on Thursday attacked a.coffoe 
bouse fiUed with Muslim fundamentalist party supporters, 
killing three people and wounding 12, news repoiis said. Four 
gunmen fireo automatic weapons an,< threw band grenades-at 
the cafe on the dfy’s outskirts, the Anatolia News Agen^. 
said. Supporters of the fundamentalist Welfore Party were 
bolding a meeting at the time *he S* *’ Television channel 
said. There were no xnunediat-.; da. . a of responsibility. A 
leftist underground guerrilla group ,£V Sol (revolutiouaiy 
left) and the illegal Kurdish Laboi r ^*arty (PKK) are active in 
Istanbul. In southeastern Sanliufr, v ce ^nn 'n buried 
hand grenades into a cafe in the luwt. of Ceylanpinar used by 
supporters of the centre-right True Path Pany, injuring three 
people. There have been attacks on '•irty offices tbrou^out 
Turkey, where tension is running 1.,^ .Tore nauonw. .. local 
elections Sunday. Also Thursday, troops killed 12 Kurdish 
separatist guerrillas in four dashes in the east. Anatolia-said. 
The dashes occurred in Bitlis and DiyarbakiT pnmnees in the 
southeast and in the provinces of and Erznnim farther 
north. The PKK has threatened local candidates with death 
unless they v^thdraw from the race. Several candidates have 
been kiU^ and political party offices attacked. 
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Sheikh appeals for church help to find Kuwaitis 


"I definitely didn't like 
that,” nine-year-old Jenine 
said about the parsley in salt 
water, which represents the 
rears the Jewish people shed in 
slavery. “It was, you know, 
bin^,” said 11-year-oId Etan, 
“It stinks.” 

Thursday's seder at a kosher 
restaurant in Manhattan 
brought together 17 Arabs and 
Jewish children ages nine to 15 
at a time when relations be- 
tween the two groups are espe- 
dally tense both in New York 
and the Middle East. 

Just days after a Brooklyn- 
born Jewish settler in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank 


“These are two groups that 
do not have much of an oppor- 
tunity to interaa and that's 
why we need to break down 
the walls and teach each 
other’s values and tradinons." 
said the host. Rabbi Marc 
Schneier. 


”lt's a start, a way to open 
the door and help the children 
learn a bit about each other.” 
said the Anti-Dberimination 
Committee's Jeanine Sbama. 

During the service, the chil- 
dren sang Jewish songs, sipp^ 
grape juice from wine goblets 
and recited a key part of the 
seder "The Four Questions" in 
Arabic, English and Hebrew. 


LGNDON (AP) — A leading Kuwaiti official appealed 
Thursday for Church of England help in locating 625 oeople 
^Heved held in Iraq. Sheikh Salem AI Sabah, chainnaji of 
Kuwait s national committee for missing and prisoner of war 
affairs, met Archbishop of Canterbury Georae Carev 'at 
Lambeth Palace in London. ^ ^ 

Sheikh Saleh said in a statement he asked Archbishop Caiev 
to pray for us and to use bis international influence to help us 
info^tion about these missing people.” The church’s 
^rs office to release details of their disoissidn ’ 

aeikh Salem is tounng Western capitals to raise awareness of 
atraens wto disappeared after Iraq invaded the 
AI him to London ww 

^ southern Iraqi prison 
m Mardi 1991, leaving behind two brothers who hav^notbeen 
beard from ance; and Dr. AH Khuraibt. who said hl h^S 
coosin and brother-in-law being held prisoner 

legged with the Inteniational Red Cross fo Genw^ 
gmkh Salem was due to meet Friday with French officials iii 
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Arab World’s ^position’ in world strategies 
to be analysed in 3-day regional conference 

A&41LTAV /I T\ AL^... ^ — 


AMMAN_(J:T.) — About 30 
Ar^ political scientists and 
historic with expertise in 
strategic studies today will 
gather in Amman to partici- 
pate in the “Third Arab 
Strattgk Conference” which 
aims at anaiy^g the Arab 
WorkTs “position” in world 
stratepes. 

Orpnised jointly by its reg- 
ular sponsors, the Centre for 
Strategic Studies (CSS) at the 
Univeisity of Jordan and the 
Centre for Political and 
Strategic Studies of A1 Ahram 
(AraUc daily) in Cairo, and for 
the first time this year with the 
Arab P^tical Science Associa- 
tion, speakers will address the 
changes in international poli- 
,dcal environment in the after- 


maft of ihe collapse of the 
Soviet UmoD and re^new the 
events of these past years and 
their implication on the Arab 
World. 

The three-day conference to 
be held under the patronage of 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali, wU tbe sped- 

rici^ of the U.S. strategy in the 
area as well as that of Europe 
(Britain, France, Germany and 
Rusaa), Japan and 

Sources dose to the organis- 
ing committee said leading 
Arab political sdentists have 
prq>aTed papers wfaiefa indude 
topics sad) as political <hmen- 
sions of the development of riie 
new world order, U.S. 
strategies towards the Arab- 
Israeli peace negotiations and 


the re^onal transitions in tbe 
Arab area, and the future in- 
terest of tbe U.S. in the re^on. 

Other papers will focus on 
tbe reflections of the European 
Union (EU) on the Arab 
Worid and firit^ and Frendi 
foreign polity in tbe Kfiddie 
East. Subsequent sessioos win 
deal with Gennan and Rusaan 
foreign poli^ in foe Ar^ re- 
gion and Russian economic ties 
to foe area. 

Discussion on Aaan foreign 
policy in the KGddle East mil 
concentrate on foe Japanese 
and Ohinftge poHdes. 

A session ^ be dedicated 
to the Arab Worid and tbe 
United Nations, particulariy 
the Arab role in the develop- 


ment of foe U.N. as well as the 
U.N. and the chan^g valoes 
of foe world order. 

*I1ie final sessiou %rill be an 
open discussion at tbe above 
and foe opportuniries avaiLfole 
to foe Arab World*s strategists 
and dedsos-makers. 

Taking part hi foe oonfor- 
ence are experts from universi- 
ties and research instttufions 
from Egypt, Syria, Palestine, 
Iraq, Lebanon and Libya as 
wen as Jordan. 

The cooferenoe is being held 

at the University of Jordan. 

Tbe CSS hosted the “First 
Arab Strategic Conference” in 
Amman in 1987. The second 
conference was held in Cairo in 
1989. 


*JD 1,077m in circulation, says CBJ 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian cur- 
rency in drculatioD stood at 
JD 1 JT77 mil&on at foe end of 
1993, im from JD 1,023 mil- 
lion in 1992, recently relea^ 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) figures show. 

The moatbly December 
bulletin of foe CBJ indicated 
that foe bank released JD SS 
minion in banknotes and JD 
500,000 in amis during the 
year. 

According to foe bulletin, 
tbe cunen^ in drculation at 
the end of 1993 was made op 
ofr 

— JD 921.2 mfllton in 20- 
dmar notes; 

— JD 100.8 million in 10^ 


dinar notes; 

— JD 27.6 million in five- 
(finm notes; 

— JD 143 miffion in one- 
dinar notes; and 

— JD 4.4 minion in half- 
dinar notes. 

The rest — JD 93 million 
— was in coins, with JD 
300,000 introduosd during 
1993, the bnUetin showed. 

At the end of 1989, Jorda- 
nian money in drculation 
stood at JD 8873 million (JD 
880.7 million in banknotes 
and JD 6.8 million in coins), 
in 1990 at JD mirK on' 

(1,014.9 minion in banknotes 
and JD 7.3 mSlioo in coins) 
and in 1991 at JD 1,017.6 
million (JD 1,009.8 million in 
banknotes and JD 7.8 mfllioo 


m coins. 

'Ihe dedine in amcacy in 
dicolatioa in 1991 was be- 
cause of foe withdrawal of 
nearly JD 36 o^on m 10* 
dinar notes, JD 6 mSlioir h) 
five-fonar notes and JD 6 
mOIion in one-dinar notes. 
The CBJ introduced JD 36 
miinon in 20K&naf notes dm^ 
ing foe year. 

Anofoer JD 10 million in 
10-dinar notes and JD 
500,000 in five-dinar notes 
and were withdrawn in 19^, 
but JD 21 nnlfion in 20-dinar 
— notes-were ittfrodnoed during 
foe year. — 

In 1993, foe Central Ba^ 
introduced JD 56 miflion in 
20-fonar notes, JD 1 .6 milUon 
in frve-dinar notes, JD 


500,000 is one-dinar notes 
and JD 300,000 in half-dinar 
notes and withdrew 
JD 10 mSHoa in l&dinar 
notes, foe bulletin showed. 

Twen^^dinar notes repre- 
sented ra per cent of the 
money in chcuUtion in 1989, 
and grew steadily to 83.9 per 
ceat in 1991, 84.8 per cent in 
1992 and 86.2 per cent in 
1993. 

Ten-dinar notes, whidi 
represented 15.2 per cent of 
the money in circulatioo in 
1989, dedhied to 9.4 per cent 
in 1993 and five-dinar notes 
dropped fnMD 3.1 per cent in 
19^ to 2.6* per cent-m 19^; 
oue-dmar notes grew frtxn 
13 per cent in 1989 to lA per 
cent during tiiis period. 


Regional aerosol industries agree to 
facilitate safety, protection measures 


jBy Rana Hnssmiii 
Sf^aal to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The United Na- 
tioiK Environment ^gramme 
(UNEP) activity centre and hs 
re^bnal office for West Asia 
Thuraday ended a regional 
trai^ng course on aerosol con- ^ 
veracm ^ agreeing to feeflitate 
safety and protection measnzes 
for producing substitutes to be 
used in tiie aerosol indostries. 

Mcffc foan 60 delates and 
experts from Arab and foreign 
oouhtries who participated in 
foe; three-day meeting ended 
the training programme with a 
virii to foe Household and 
Toiletries Manufectuiing Com- 
pany in Irbid, a Jordanian 
company which recently com- 
pleted its conversion from pro- 
ducing aerosols with ozone- 
ducting substance (ODS) to 
utuisii^ liquefied petroleum 
gas whidi is consideTed a safer 
product Geno Nardini, a con- 
suh^t with UNEP in Mexico, 


said foe visit to the company 
was very succosfiil in terms of 
convincing all {Ktrticxpants of 
tbe benefits of nsing an aerosol 
substitute in factories in their 
own countries. 

“We will be working on all 
. Jordanian fectories to convert 
' to this new propellant system 
and they will be getting assist- 
ance from foe Multi-lateral 
Montreal Protocol to do so,” 
Mr. Nardim tM foe Joidu 
Times., 

He said this conversion will 
nOr~efiect the quality of foe 
produ^ on the contrary, he 
said **it increases its competi- 
tiveness, modernises it and is 
benefidd to foe industry and 
foe environment.” 

According to Mr. Nardini, 
several factories in other coun- 
tries in foe region have started 
converting to environmeotally- 
safe prc^ieUants, some wQliiig- 
ly, and some aftCT being askra 
to do so. He cited Egypt, 


Ymnen, Morocco, Sndan, In- 
dia and Tunisia as exam^es. 

CRiaa Odat, direo- 

for of foe Department of En- 
rironmenfs chief chvision of 
ar pollution at foe Miius^ of 
Munidpal and Rural Afrairs 
and foe Eovirouinmit fold tfae* 
Jordan Times that all fectories 
will be compensated for their 
oonveiskm, including foe Irbid 
company which has already 
adopted tbe dianges, from a 
S13 auOion fund aDocated for 
Jordan by tbe Montreal Pro- 
tocol. 

The regional traiahig course, 
wfaiefa was faeld in coopeyion 
wifo tbe NGnistiy of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the 
vironment, discussed the 
obstacles and advanteges that 
aerosol manutaenmng indus- 
tries have found in convening 
to non-ODS technology and 
what sodi conversion entafls. 

The participants agreed to 
adopt safety and peisc^ pro- 


tection measures in handting 
hydrocarbon aerosol prop- 
eUants (HAPs) whidi should 
be care^y considered and be 
made available in proper quan- 
tities and qualities to amosot 
industnes tbat are convnting. 
They ai«n agreed to facilitate 
obtsiung finandal support in 
foe form of funds, loans, 
grants, and insiuance for die 
coDvecsem projects. 

Implementation agencies 
were asked to provide coun- 
tries under the Montreal Pro- 
tocol with genoal guidance, 
above foe teduiical spedfica- 
tions and standards muhed 
for implementing differant 
projects. 

Tl^ were also asked to 
pro^e a list of tbe hner- 
re^onal oompania wludi are 
c^ble of suf^dying goods by 
foe implementing agenqr, and 
to follow-up on foe ncom- 
mendations, and to evaluate 
what has bm achieved. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ang condoles Mexican president 

AIMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Friday sent a- 
c^le to Mexican President Carlos Salinas condoling him ov^ 
^ assassination Tbnrsday of ruling party preadential candi- 
date Donaldo Colossio. 

liing congratulates Bangladesh 

XmMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Friday sent a 
efable to Bapgigdeshi President Abdur Rahman Biswas cong^ 
•ttlatiBe him on his country’s national day and wishing him 
good health and happiness the people of 
fuifoer progress and prosperity. 

Jordan to turn clocks ahead on April 1 

Amman (Petra) — Jordan will switch to ga mm er time as of 
morning April 1, according to a Cabinet decision. The 
dock should be set one hour ahead fons making the tune 
S£rence between Jordan local time and Greenwich Mean- 
tme to three hours. The country will return to wmt« trme as 
oif Friday Sept. 16, according to the Cabinet decision. 


Ministry submits draft Insurance law to Cabinet 

AMMAN (Petra) — The hGziistry of Health has refened to 
foe Ca bin et a comprebenave bealfo insurance draft law for 
rmptoval. The draft law was prepared by an ad hoc committee 
was diaired by Health (fillister Abdid Rahun Malhaa. 
The committee, whidi induded representatives of tbe minis- 
try, foe Royal Medical Services and spedalised films, has bm 
bolding extenave meetings over foe past ax months to finalise 
the draft few. 


PSD announces bridge closings 

AMMAN (Petra) — Kiiig Hossdn Bridge on the Jordan River 
will be do^ to all traffic on Sunday March 27 and Th iusday 
i^nil 14 according to ^blic Sec^ty Deparmient (PSD) 
sources. The bridge will open on Wednesday April 13 mm 
9.00 a.m., tbe sources said. On Ridays daring ApiQ, brid^ 
crosang be allowed until 10.00 a.m., aooordiiig to the 
PSD. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The Mlowine listings are compi7eri &om mmthly bulletias and 
ttie daily Arabic press. Readers are advz^ to venfy tbe listed 
dine and place with tbe concerned msamtiPns. 

exhibitions 

H»to eidiibitiMd foeHashcB^ 

tZjordanian Anned Forces at the Jonfen ZaUonnah 
University. 

iv Inqi artists Hosam Khadar and Raidm A1 
gmyfchi at ASa Art Gallery. 

Iiwitflirian-Icaai cootempomry cv h i Wt ion by over 80 artists 
644451). 

w*i.thMd» hv Svrian artists Abdul Manan Shamma, KhaBd 
KasiUan rt Ab’aad Art (MI-,. 

EridUtion of scalptnns and dn mnp Iff Jor ^ 

Foondollon in Jabai Lnweibdoh 

fW, 643251/2). 

e.£ths»tdbn entitled “Wrto D» by Jamal Nqli, 

and Faron, W«li.t the, Royal Cnitnnd 

pvhibition by SyriaD artists AbdJ|I Qader Azamz 
SdtJSi ft«r Art and 


’ti 


Cnitnre (Td. 695291). 

■fr ErtiUdticmlv Inqi artist ToriciAbdiillah at the Batodna Alt 
GaHeiy. 

fr PrfcnbWflM artist Shawkat A1 Rnbai *7 at foe Orfall Art 
Gallery hi Urn Ufoefea (TeL 826932) 
fr Book at the Safeway LHanational. 

MUSICAL RECTTAL 

"ir Trio Sdufi(flnteygnitar and vmCb) win be presented at foe 
Forte Grand Hold at 8410 pjn. 


FESTIVAL 

tV Ihraiiia entitled **A Very Symbdic Play” at tiie main 
dwatre at tiie Royal Cnltnral Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


'fr Lecture entitled **Bfnsic and Drama” by KifUi FddMHuri at 
the stnfio theatre at the Royd Caltnral Centre at 6:00 p.m. 

POETRY RECITAL 

☆ Poetry redid by poet Yousef Abdnl Adz at tbe Phoenix 
Gdkiy for Art and Cnibire at 7riN> p.m. 


JPMC completes expansion 
to produce more phosphoric acid 


By a Jordan Ilmea 
Staff ’Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMQ has announced foe 
satisfactory completion of ex- 
pansion project at its fertiliz- 
er complex at Ac^ba to in- 
crease production of phos- 
phoric add. Samih Madam, 
dhector-general of ifae JPMC, 
said that foe performance 
guarantee test or the S34 mil- 
lion project was successfully 
complete more than two 
months after the expansion 
sebeme went on stream. 

“We now produce 1300 
tonnes of 100 per cent pure 
phosphoric add per day Com- 
paq with 850 to 900 tonnes 
piitu to the completion of foe. 
expansion project,** Mr. 
Madaoi cold the Jordan 
Times Friday. 

Tbe project was under- 
taken by. a French-Belgian 
consortium, Bourgues- 
Coppee LavaUn, on a turn- 
ip basis under a contract 
.si^ied m July 1991. Tbe con- 
sortium enikted' Jordanian 
contractors for all dvQ con- 
struction as well as mechanic- 
al and electrical instaUation 


and instrumentation. Mr. 
Madani said foe *‘rehabilita- 
tion” of the fertilizer plant 
was in Gk with foe JPMCs 
new strategy of moving to- 
wards producing downsfream 
fertilizers rather than simply 
supplying raw materials to 
foreign producers. 

He ssad that with the in- 
crease in production of phos- 
phoric add, the company 
could now boost its output of 
diamoQium phosphate from 

600.000 tonnes per year to 

750.000 tonnes per year, an 
increase of around S27 mil- 
lion in animal value at inter- 
national market prices. 

Aroonfij^ to Mr. Madani, 
other ongoing JPMC projects 
include addition of produc- 
tion fecilities and expansion 
of existing plants with a view 
to enabling the company to 
meet the requirements of 
some of the joint projects 
that it has launched with fore- 
ign companies. 

Tbe joint ventnres include 
a Jordanian-Japanese projea 
to produce 300,000 tonnes 
every year of compound ferti- 
lizers for foe Japanese mar- 
ket and a Jorduuan-bidian 
project to produce phosphor- 



Samih Mniinni 
ie add. 

“The JPMC strate^ is to 
divcTsifrr production in line 
with shiftmg pattern in the 
international market,” said 
Mr. Madani, adding that over 
foe past firar years the tenden- 
cy ID foe market had been 
moving towards processed 
fertilizers rather than raw 
material lilte phosphates. 

On the international front, 
he said, foe JPMC strategy 
would help boost Jordan's 


industrial base, create em- 
ployment oppertunities and 
increase foreign exchange 
earnings front exports. 

“Equally important, we 
can also attract foreign in- 
vestment to Jordan for down- 
stream fertilizer industries,” 
Mr. Madani said. 

Phosphates and potafo are 
Jordan's major exports. But 
overall profits of foe JPMC 
and the Arab Potash com- 
pany have declined in recent 
years as a result of an interna- 
tional depresrion in prices as 
well as additional costs incur- 
red from the de fecto block- 
ade in the Red Sea imposed 
by foe enforcera of the inter- 
national sanctions against 
Iraq. 

Despite the difficulties, 
Jordan edged out Morocco to 
assume the slot of the second 
largest exporter of phosphate 
after the United States in 
1993. The Kingdom now 
accounts for 15 per cent of 
worid exports of phosphates. 

The JPMC is considering 
sever^ other joint ventures 
with foreign participation, 
but negotiations have not 
reached advanced stages, 
officials said. 


Experts see crime on the increase, 
with national, international dimensions 


1^ Rann Hnssdiiu 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The West Asia 
regional preparatery meeting 
h) advance of the 1995 Ninth 
United Nations Congies on 
the Prevention of Cr^ and 
the Treatment of Offenders 
has recognised crime as an 
increasing problem with 
national and international 
diiiiensions, hampering politic- 
al, ecorxmiic, social a^ cnltu- 
rai development and threaten- 
ing the peaa and stability of 
the iot^atipnal community. 

Dturng tbe four-day mect^ ** 
which, cdxidaded . Thntsday 
representatives of.San^ •> 
bfe, Egypt arul Jordan stres^ 
tbe importance of prisoner re- 
habilitation and foe proper 
management of oonectional 
services. 

Delegates from Jordan also 
raised the problem of cuirei)^ 
connterfeitmg, saymg that it is 
a dangerous crime that 


tiireatens foe economic, sodal 
and political security of a coun- 
try because it leads to a loss of 
confidence in its cmrency. 

The observer from foe Inter- 
national Cmninittee of the Red 
Qoss (ICRC) raised foe issue 
of human li^ts and few en- 
forcement, saying foat foe two 
do not coidlict with each other 
as some think, ...“it is a lawless 
police which arrests arbitrarily, 

. beats, tortures and indiscrimi- 
nately uses firearms, foat will 
not be respected and does not 
serve resp^.** 

The delegate from foe Holy. 
See adefo^s^ed the issue of vio- 
.''lence a^imst woihen' sayii^ 
.that “i^iqe.of our laws and 
legislations' tolerate lienee 
against women and children 
Cot foe sake of disdpUne.” 
’These principles need to be 
recognised, and law enforce- 
ment officials’ handling of 
cases of violence against 
women should also be re- 
viewed,” foe said. 


But delegates from Saudi 
Arabia and Iraq agreed that 
violence against women was 
iK>t a major problem in the 
region “since it is rejected by 
Islam and by the nature of 
family values in the Arab 
World." 

*‘If we are talking about 
equality,” said foe Saudi dele- 
gate, “we should be discussing 
violence against human beings, 
as that includes both men and 
women.” 

The Australian delegate ack- 
nowledged the importance of 
addressing ^ ^ue,. saying. , 
that it is better io talk about 
foe proUem in general rather 
than limiting ft to violence . 
against' 'women. He stressed 
the benefit in identif^g foe 
particular vulnerabilities of 
particular groups, be they 
women, duldren, elderly or 
ethnic groups, because this 
bears on crime prevention 
techniques. 

He also called for gun con- 


trol, describing this region as a 
“tangible area,” whereby each 
nation can r^uoe the impact 
of crime upon their communi- 
ties. 

He used last month's Heb- 
ron massacre as an example. 
“There is no justification for 
any individual to own an auto- 
matic or semi-automatic 
weapon,” be said. 

“Mass killings are onlv 
possible because high-risk 
weapons- are allowed to dneu- 
late among citizens,'* he 
added. 

'' A draft document presented 
at the end.. of foe meeting 
stated foat there is a rapid 
growth and danger of terrorism 
as a form of violent crime 
which threatens security, sta- 
bility and the rule of law. 

It called on tbe governments 
to unite their forces to combat 
the deleterious effects of trans- 
national crime, particularly 
organised crime. 
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Peace for the peninsula 

THE CRISIS over the inspection of North Korea’s 
nudear progranmie has been escalating and might 
develop into a serious threat to the stability and 
security of the whole Korean peninsula. The U.S. 
government, propelled by the South Korean author- 
ities and the American conservatives, appear deter- 
mined to press North Korea to abandon its nuclear 
programme. The Clinton administration has already 
dispatched Patriot missiles to the South, presumably to 
deter aqy attadt firmn the North, and it is poshing for a 
Secmity Council resofaition that wonU force the North 
to open its nndear EaciBties for the inspectors of the 
Ihtematioaal Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Pngaa 
and China are bofli ap^iehoisive. Russia, fearful of a 
repeat of flie Iraq efrisode, is callii^ for an intamatioa- 
al conference; and China is fcarfid of a mnfiipt 
door that engulf the whole region. The Korean i 
confUct of course is as old as the U.N. itself. In 1952 foe j 
U.N. intorftred, folhnrii^ a Ninrfo Korean invasion, 
and foe U.S. led a U.N. intorv^nfion fwce that 
restored foe border between foe North and South. 
Bofo Nmtb and Sonfo Korean anfooritics have in 
recent years started BM^ptiations aimed at Gcnnan- 
style rennijEwafom. Bnt when foe German experience 
proved to be painfol to the wealthier West Germans, 
foe wealthier South Koreans started to have second 
thoughts about foe 

The U.S. interest lies^ inaintainii^foe st atus quo. 
They have troops sta]^^ foere sihd they "keep foe 
sonfoern army armed with foe most stqihistkated «nrf 
expensive American equipment. But foe North Ko- 
I reans are makii% trouble for foe Americans: They are 
I sellii^ arms to antagonists of foe west, e^Moally in foe 
Middle East. That is why foe Americans insist on 
managing foe conOict almost solely on their own. They 
are not happy with foe Russian proposal for an 
internatitMid ctmfereiioe and insist foa* foe Sf rnrity 
Counefl is ‘*foe best fmmi” ftv addressing foe j ssTr e i 
Tb^ arc abo mduqq? with foe Clunesc posture 

are vraving foe stick of foe status of foe most favoured 

nation accorded to China, ostensibly over China’s 
poor hnman rights record. 

The Korean war in foe 1950s was ilsdf an ci)itomy of 

foe cold war and it was a bloody and costly one. The 
present conflict brings a sad past to foe mind, Hiongh 
for circnmstances are differenL That is* why we feel 
that foe two Koreas have to be helped in gnmiwg 
together rather than ^purred on to confrontation. An 
internationai rifort, aimed first at redudi^ tension in 
the peninsida and then at reactivafo^ stalled into'- 
Korean talks, is what should follow, whether through 
foe Security Council or at a qiecially deseed confer- 


ARABIC PRESS 

A COLUMNIST in A1 DnUoiir daily appealed to the 
conocracd authorities to open the way for investments in the 
country by upgrading laws and regulations and giving facilities 
to investors hm Arab and foreign countries. Ahmad Shaker 
said the present rules make it difficult for an investor to 
embark on projects that would give jobs to the unemploved as 
the rules are rather complicated and not properly and 
efficiently handled by government employees. If we want to 
find jobs for the rising numbers of unemployed, he said, we 
can not do that by asUng the government to make room for 
thousands of additional employees in its offices but rather 
through the help of the private sector in successful and 
advaiwed nations takes the l^d in investment, in emplojment 
and in directing the country's economy. He said that whfle 
obstacles are bmng laid in the path of investors in Jordm, we 
find Jordanian businessmen investing up to S7 billion in the 
free zone of Dubai, and while most countries that operate free 
trade zones open them for their own people, provided they 
pay the customs duty when taking the goo& out, we prevent 
Jordanians from entering the free zones in Aqaba and Zarqa 
for a similar purpose. The writer said that the time has come 
for the government to rake the necessary measures towards 
encouraging mvestment in deed rather than word. 

KING HUSSEIN'S visit to the Gulf and his talks with its 
leaders offer a new ray of hope to the Arab masses to see their 
countries embarkins on solidarity and common action to 
safeguard higher national interests, said A1 Dusioar daily. The 
paper said that the visit serves as a reminder that the Arabs are 
apable of mending fences despite their past differences and 
can collectively work- towards protecting their nation's in- 
terest. King Hussein's visit to the Gulf is not a meie 
rcassertion of the good and brotherly relations between 
Jordan and other Arab states, but rather a new endeavour on 
the part of Jordan to reactivate inter-Arab action and to rally 
Arab ranks in the face of the common challenges, said the 
paper. Cming in the wake of an era of estrangement in the 
Arab World, after the Gulf war, the King's visit is viewed as 
one that reflects a detenninarion by Arab leaders to transcend 
the past differences and open a new chapter of dose and 
fruitful relations, added the paper. It said that the visit was a 
genuine effort on the part of Jordan to respond favourably to 
wise rolls coming out from Qatar and Oman for lecondliation 
among the Arab leaders and for solidarity in the foce of the 
common dangers. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By l>r. Musa Krilani 


DIRE STRAITS 


Jordan has had enough 
of Aqaba sanctions 


When the U.N. Security Council convened at short notice and 
issued a series of resolutions after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
in August 1990. Jordan did not antidpate that the world body 
would eventually turn around to target it. Well, that is the net 
effect of Ae international sanctions that the Security Council 
imposed 'against Iraq. 

Today, a Jordanian importer pays an average of SIS per 
tonne extra for incoming cargo, reg^less of whether it is for 
the local market or for expon, to offret what shipowners 
describe as the cost of the delays caused by the interceptions of 
vessels entering the Gulf of Aqaba. 

Jordan, which enjoyed a relatively comfortable competitive 
edge in the international phosphate and potadi market, 
particularly among importers in the Far East, because of low 
freight costs from Aqaba, is losing that advant^. The decline 
in the profits of the national companies exporting phosiAates 
and potash reflects the extra burden they have to dioulder to 
ensure that their prices remain attractive to the buyers despite 
the extra freight charges posed by the interception. 

This did not start last month or the month before that. It 
started right from the imposition of the sanctions against Iraq 
and the stationing of an international naval force in the Red 
Sea. Jordan has been repeatedly comfriaining about its losses 
to the international community and the U.S.. but other tiian 
prompt promises that the 'complaints would be looked into 
nothing has been done on the ^und (on the high seas to be 
more precise) to change the situation. 

The ready-made answer American officials have been* 
offering Joitian every time the issue is raised is that the 
enforcement of the sanctions is a United Nations affeir and 
Washington could only make recommendations to the world 
body. Well, that b a \^ole lot of baloney, and another 
instance where Wa^ington embraces the U.N. when it suits 
its purposes while continuing to impose the American will on 
the world in its own way. 

We cannot but deduce from our experience over the last two 
years of knocking every door to alleviate the negative impact 
of the overzealous enforcement of the sanctions by the 
American-led warships patrolling the Red Sea that Waging-' 
ton strategists are using the cover of the embargo against li^ 
as a pressure point against Jordan. 

It defies us to fethom why the pressure. Jordan has been, is 
and will remain to at the forefront of countries acfiiering to 
all resolutions and deebions of the international community. 
There b no blerabb on the Kin^om's record in thb respect 


There may have been a few cases of smu^og across, tiie 
border to Iraq in violation of the sanctions, but then no 
country in the world has foolproof borders. In any case, the 
sanction-busting smuggling has all but dried up ^ce mid-1992 
when Jordan reinforced border patrols and spent a large 
amount from the scarce resources available to it to pfog 
loopholes in tire long desert frontiers. 

l^phatic reaffirmatitHts that the continuii^ siege of Aqaba 
has no other purpose odier than enfbrdr^ the sanctions 
agfoist Iraq no longer hold water. It b no secret that the flow 
of cargo through oor Red Sea port has denned to a level 
below our own national imports (rince many of our importers 
ate using Syrian and Lebanese ports), and that the volume of 
goods entering Iraq through iWkey and Iran is at least six 
times that which comes throu^ Aqaba. 

But we have beard that Anierican offidab have been 
suggesting that the entire situation at the Straits of Tiran, at 
the mouth of the Gulf of Aqaba where Jordan-bound ships are 
subject to what could be nothing but intentional harassment, 
could change if Jordan were to move towards the ‘‘dramatic 
gestures” witii Israel drat Washington wants die Kingdom to 
make. 

Obviously, the U.S. [riuners and stiati^jsts would like to 
link the siege of ^aba with the peace process and pressure 
Jordan into making gestures that mean nothing rat the 
surrender of die Kmgdom's legitimate territorial and water 
ri^ts and its right to demand compensation for bearing the 
costs of a problem wfaid) was of no making of its own to start 
with. 

U.S. offidab have also been saying that die administration 
OD its own cannot do mudi to help Jordan in a broader context 
unless vdtiiout apjnoval by the almighty Congress. That b 
democraqr, they say. 

Well, we in Jor^ abo have democracy and our congress, 
known as the Lower House of Pariiament (just in case the 
Americans have not taken note), has demanded that die 
Kingdom refuse to return to the peace talks with Ibrael unless 
the blockade of Aqaba b lifted and an announcement to that 
efiea b made at the U.N. Security CocddcO. 

Where does that leave Jordan, wfaicb b committed to a 
negotiated peace widi Israel and has jumped throng every 
firewbeel that the U.S. held out since tte b^jnning of the 
negotiations in Spain in 1991, and the U.S., whifo, foe all 
practical and tedmical purposes, seems more interested in 
{Haying to Israeli tunes rath^ than adiieving a just sohitiou to 
the frudamental conflict in the kflddle East? 


'TiiaM Mnnni fliiv ouestiofl of JofdaD s commitment to 
These rannot be any qu^w American condition and 

S5riasticalir» the^ndow of opportunity for 
holds oot. But it cannot and 
uS not-makc^e “dramatic gestures" diat Washington ™ts 
fr to mSTkmply because it mal^ neither 
diplomatic sense to make gesfores *** *** 

national imercsts and objectives will remrA: 

Foremost of the American demand is that Jor^.^gaid' 
less of the progress in the direct, bjfater^ 

an agreement with the Jewish state and then 
negotiate the terms of that agreement. What a 
But then American logic, when it comes to matters related 
to frrael, has never made any sense even rc|)«^ 
incidents where the Jewbh state has openly chaUer^ the 
interests of its guanlira angel. (Indeed, it is for the Airancans 
to decide whether their interests lie where thw tudollars are 
spent f» nd we reserve comment on that at this point in time)^^ 
However, that does not mean that we in Jordan ha ve tg 
cater to die American logic tailor-made to suit Israeli interests. 
There b always a bottom line and Jordan bas been cre^ng on 
diat bottom line for years. , , ; 

We all ho{ied earty thb year that at last there was a solution 
in tte offing to remove the hurdles that the enforcement of the 
sanctions » gainst Iraq pose to our maritime operations. After 
the Januaiy meeting between King Huswin and President 
Clinton at the White House and the presentation our pirae 
miiuster, Abdul Salam Majali, made to the U.N. Sanctions 
Comnrinee in New York, we all hoped that there wouid be a 
quick fbllow-up to the proposal to station an international 
independent agency to inspect all incoming and out^iiig cargo 
at die {K>rt of Aqaba; in effect mo\ing the sea-based 
ins|}ections to the Irad. 

For some time it seemed that Washington was serious in 
conside ring the proposal. But, as it seems now, the interest has 
not only turned cold but also turned around as the recent 
escalation of Red Sea interceptions and ti^tening of 
borne infections of Jordan-bound inspections evidence. 

Quite ^p)y, Jordan cannot acce|)t dib status quo. Beyond 
die economic losses that the Kingd^ suffers in bargain, 
onr natiorial dignity has been injured and we will not allow it 
to continue. And if the Americans think that we Jordanians 
wfll keep quiet and continue to eudure national humiliatioDS 
and be subject to whatever game they are playing, then it is 
higfr time &ey saf back and spared time to reconsider their 
convictions. • ■ 


THEWEEK IN PRINT 


There is no alternative to talks 
for regaining pe^ce ^ 


W. Bank law loaded 
against Arabs t 


THE LOCAL Arabic dailies' 
commentaries and columns 
gave {irominence to the Mid- 
dle East question and the 
n^otiations with Israel and 
dbcussed domestic affairs 
among other issues in the 
past week. 

A columnist in A1 Ra'i 
expressed the view that the 
Arabs in gcnenil and die 
Falestiiiiaiis in particnlar 
have to n^otiate with die 
Israelb and the Americans 
simply because tb^ have no 
other alternative given the 
disarray in their ranks and 
their militaiy and {xilitical 
weakness. 

Ahmad Al Mbieh said that 
the Arabs must go to the 
talks in order to try to salvage 
whatewr they can and regain 
whatever lands and rights 
they have lost to the Israelis. 
But the writer suggested that 
the negotiations should be 
referred to the Arab League 
which, be said, could {iresent 
3 common Arab view and a 
um'ted stand. 

The United States has suc- 
ceeded in sedating the Arab 
Wr*rid by allowing the U.N. 
Security Coundl to issue a 
condemnation of the Hebron . 
jnassacre to lure the Arabs 
back to the negotiating table, 
according to Tareq Masar- 
weh in Al Ra’i daily. 

The writer said that the 
mere condemnation has done 
nothing to win back Arab 
ri^ts and the Israelis, as a 
rmuft of the resolution, have 
im{iosed a ti^t curfew on 
Hebron, allowing the Zion- 
ists only to enter &e Ibrahimi 
Mosque. 

It is regrettable that the 
Arabs and particularly the 
Paiesrinians have placed their 
eggs in the American basket 
hoping that the Oslo deal 
would help regain occupied 
Arab lands and hoping that 
the negotiations would end 
the occupation, said the wri- 
ter. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i, said that 
the United States is using the 
ongoing Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions as a pretext to e xCTtf 
itself from condemning 
Israel's atrocities. He said 
that while the Israelis con- 
tinue their malpractices and 
crimes the United States and 
the world community are 
doing nothing but giving the 
Arate lip service. 

The writer said that the 
negotiations should by no 
means be allowed to stop the 
world community from im- 
plementing Security Coundl 
resolutions regarding the 
withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from occupied lands. 


‘Reviewed by EUa NasraUab 
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Taher Al Udwan, a col- 
umnist in Al DuSfour, said 
that the U.S. adntinistration 
is openly hostile to'fhe Arabs 
and their asiHratioiis and the 
Arab regimes should take a 
serious stand against this atti- 
tude. It is not reasonable for 
the Arabs to go on trusting 
the United States while it is 
taking hostile decisions 
against the Palestinians and 
the Iraqis at the offidal and 
U.N. levels, said the writer. 

Washington's latest stand 
at the U.N. Security Coundl 
concerning the voting on 
Jerusalem exposes the Clin- 
ton administTacion's enmity 
towards the Arabs who 
should reconsider their stand 
and adopt reasonable and un- 
ited stands, he demanded. 

Fakhri Saleh, another Al 
Dustour columnist, said that 
the latest U.S. stand at the 
Security Coundl was bound- 
to have its adverse effects on 
the Arab-Israeli negotiations. 
The U.S. has refused to con- 
sider Arab Jerusalem as an 
occufried Arab land for the 
first time and this is indeed a 
turning point in America's 
policy that should be heeded 
by the Arabs, said the writer. 

Sultan Al Hattab, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i, th^t 
despite its negative aspects, 
Rewlution 904 has its posi- 
tive si^. He said that the 
resolution calls for protection 
of the Palestini ans and de- 
mands that the co-spoiaors of 
the peace talks to ensure its 
implementation. 

The writer said that the 
Arab and Islamic countries 
ought to make quick moves 
to exert pressure towai^ the 
implementation of the resolu- 
tion in the immedate stage. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i 
daily discussed the need for 


breathing life in the southern 
regions of the Kingdom 
through sodo-ecraomic ^o- 
jects. 

Fahed Fanek said tiiat the 
southern regions, which em- 
body the badia area that 
forms 80 per cent of the total 
arra of the Kingdom, is in a 
pitiful condition and the gov- 
ernment is doing little for its 
. development. When tiie gov- 
- ernment wished to develop 
the Jordan Valley, it created 
a Jordan Valley Authority 
that has caused the valley to 
flourish; the government 
must follow the same exam- 
ple with the south, su^ested 
the writer. He said that 
underground water in the 
badia suffident to turn 
the desert green. 

Mohammad Kawash, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said 
that the promised govmi- 
ment ***^******lstrafivc rrfonu 
should benefit the authorities 
in charge of encouraging in- 
vestments. To encourage in- 
vestors to come to the coun- 
try, we must remove obsta- 
cles in the way and work 
efficiently to serve this pur- 
pose, said the writer. 

It is dear that the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade offi- 
cials are overburdened with 
work in view of the increased 
demand for new industrial 
schemes to open and the time 
has come for the ministry to 
come up with more dy namic 
methods and reorganise itself 
in a way to c<^ with the 
challen^ for the benefit of 
the national economy, said 
the writer. 

Commenting on the Health 
Ministry's recent decision to 

introduce the lM»rinnnl haaltli 

sefanne, a columnist In Al 
Dustour said that the plan is 
urgently needed for the be- 


nefit of the {>bor who cannot 
cover tile cost of medical 
services. 

While the rich can pay for 
their treatment and govern- 
ment employees are covered 
by the present medical and 
health care system, the other 
sectors, particularly the 
needy fruners. are bdpless 
and in dire need of a national 
health sdieme. he added. 

Nazih Qusous, a columnist 
in Sawt AJ Shaab daily, said 
that the sdicHarAips of the 
hOnistry of H^Nr ^ncatimi 
are nn&diiy distribnted to the 
students. Due to favoritism 
and nepotism many students 
with tawjflti grades in die 70s 
succeed in securing scho- 
larships while those with 90 
per cent averages were dep- 
rived of the service, iIm wri- 
ter said. 

He said tiiat he knows of 
many instances where Parlia- 
ment members, acting 
throu^ their friends and re- 
latives in h^ potion, suc- 
ceeded in mediating for peo- 
ple to get the scholaisbqK to 
whid) they are not entitled. 

A colimiDist in Al Ra'i 
dailys said it is regrettable 
that the IsraeG tdevision has 
xn cceedtf d b areas where Jor- 
dan Tderifom has . frilled. 
Israel television has been suc- 
cessful u holding panel dis- 
cussions to tackle issues of 
concern to the public, but 
Jon^ Television still la^ far 
behind and does not present 
programines that appieal to 
the viewers, said the writer. 

It is not enough for the 
{lublic administration r^orm 
to toudi the education and 
the health s^tems, said the 
writer, as the public is keen 
on leanxhig more and going 
in-de|>th mto issues of in- 
terests to people's daily life. 


By Sarah Hdm 

HEBRON.Occupied Xerrisq)& 
ies — The law does not bup^ 
for Arabs in tbe* Israeli-" 
occupied West Bank.-'!'OW»-^ 
March 19, Palestinian families 
waited for hours, caged behind 
a tall wire fence, to hear if their 
sobs' cases would be heard at 
the military court in Hebron. 

In a smaD room inside the 
fortified barracks which houses 
the court, young soldiers pick- 
ed over dog-cared files. Some 
.cases had been awaiting trial 
for months, some for years. 

Mohammad Sbweiki, a 
mathematics teacher, was ho{}- 
ing to see his son. Abed Alga- 
ni, who was jailed five months 
ago for alleged membership of 
Hamas, the Islamic R^istance 
Movement. “I want to hear 
what the diaige js. 1 want to 
hear the evidence," he said. 

But there was no sign of his 
son, nor of any evidence. At 
midday, a militaiy judge, a 
35-year-old major, and a mih't- 
ary pnos^tor, a 24-year-oId 
capmin with a law degree, took 
fora seats. There were lawyers 
m ^ts and defendants in leg 
(Hiains. But no diarges were 
read or mtnesses heard. There 
were no law books to refer to. 
Just foe files, opened and dis- 
cussed for a moment, then 
cl osed as the defendants were 
letorned to their cells. 

Hebron military court is only 
for Arab “crime", committed 
uaxnst Israeli soldiers or set- 
oere. Although 6.000 settlers 
live m Hebron, they are sub- 
different laws. 

The Hebron massacre has 
fornra a sjxitlight on the leeal 
disenmination that has opeiv 
ated in the occupied territories 

by Israel ' 
govern- 
ment i^ms that it fulfils its 
obligation as an occupier under 

law, to protect 
jne local population”. But 
fo^ IS no equality before the 

. commission of inquiry 
mto foe massacre has heard 
that the Israeli army never 
ronsidered foe possibility that 
Jews could commit crimes 

^nst Arabs, onl;, that AraS I 

eomtnit mmes against 

A report issued by B’tselem i 

^ Is™U human rights group! , 

after the massacre, has oro. i 

SfTi?® suS; ! 

show settlers. It - 

snows that enme bv settUrc- 

against Palestinians ^ is 

i 

courts that foem .“Yfban ( 
1988. a^iS ■ 

I 

® the Palestinians of the [ 


occupied territories, it has al- 
ways been dear that there is 
one law>for4hem and one for 
tile settiep^ “j;4W5 in the occu- 
pied territories are not based 
on what a human being may do 
or not do, but on whether he is 
a Jew or not,” says Raja She- 
badeb, a leading Palestinian 
human rights lawyer. 

Outside the courts, Palesti- 
nians are punished collectively 
every day, by curfews, mass 
arrests and house demolitions. 
The femilies of Palesti nians 
charged with serious offences 
often have their homes de- 
molished. Jewish settlers are 
never punished in this way. 

In Hebron, as elsewhere, 
there had been ho{>e that sudi . 
qppi^ion might end with the 
signing of the Oslo peace 
accords. But since the mas- 
sacre the town has been a 
victim of the most blatant of all 
parodies of justice: on the 
order of the army, the 150.(XK) 
Palestinians of Hebron have 
been “collectively punished” 
for the massacre, which^was 
carried out by a Jew. The Arab 
town has been placed under 
curfew, but the Jewish settle- 
ments are under no restriction. 


“Laws in tbe 
wupied tenitor- 
ies are not based 
on wbat a h nman - 
being may do or 
not do, but on 
wbetber be is a 
Jew or not. 


military court, 
inerefore, it 'Was hardly sur- 
pnsing that expeaations of jus* 
Defendants vAto 
"'ishcd to call witnesses could 
not. « the ciirfew^d pm- 
ented people ffom travelling, 
bowever, knew that in 
topsy-turvy court, wicnes- 
^ oo not help. “If i caD 
Jesses, they will double my 
»nten«, said one defendant, 
wth stone-throwing. 

Defendants never walk free. 
SpI.-, Tltey invariably 

Jbe charge, in order to 
p w bargain” the b^t deal on 
sentence. “Palestinian . 
work here have ; 
*n Jordaw'an i 
used to appfy in the ] 

tioS^n^^ Geneva coI£^ 
their studies hsve 
*be only re- 
S, berc is Israeli 

^'tary law, whidi changes- 
every month. 

old bmad Rwaidy, a 26 -year^ 
Palestinian lawyer, said: 
are -in?''®' bnow what tbe laws 
is, there are no 
n^i courts. There arc 

d^ri“**ses, only Israeli sol- 
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ARAB BANK 


CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE 



Dear Shareholders, 

Your institution stands tall and 
proud after 64 years of 
operations during which I, 
myself, worked for 58 years. It 
is now one of the ' principal 
finanbial Institutions in the 
Arab world and ranks among 
the leading international banks 
in terms of equity, earnings, 
and assets. The path of Arab 
Bank has been long and 
arduous; however success 
amid the current rapid 
changes calls for additional 
efforts and resources, 
improved efficiency, and more 

advanced technology. Future changes and difficulties will demand 
even more sophisticated solutions. 

Throughout past years, we contributed effectively and positively 
to the development of the Arab economy without discrimination of 
any kind. The mission envisaged for your institution by its founder, 
the late Abdel Hameed Shoman, illuminated our way. Arab Bank 
pioneered banking in the Arab world. Furthermore, the Bank has 
never hesitated to serve sincerely its customers at all levels 
wherever it operated. After all these years however, more serious 
and devoted efforts are needed to achieve inter-Arab economic 
cooperation at the 

degree we had hoped 
for. Our objective is 
formidable and still 

eludes us. Yet we have 
hopes of a better future. 

The recent regional 
economic grouping^ 
makesL the npeti for 
better Arab co-operation 
even more imperative. 


U.S.$ MUlion 
1200 


Arab Bank Group 
Sharaholders’ Equity 


growth during the same period. 

High liquidity, a stable and loyal customer base, diversification of 
risks, and prudence in investments guarantee that we will continue 
to play a major role in financial markets in the future, it is important 
to underline that Arab Bank will continue to pursue cautious yet 
flexible policies, so as to accommodate its customers’ needs and 
assure at the same time its outstanding performance. 

In 1993, Arab Bank achieved good results in almost all its 
activities, including revenue as well as management of the balance 
sheet Net income for the year, after the deduction of all expenses, 
provisions, and taxes reached JD 59.5 million compared to JD 55.1 
million in the previous year. The Group’s net income remained at Its 
1992 level, recording US$ 107.2 million. Most of the earnings were 
created by standard banking operations, hence net interest 
composed 64.9% of the totel revenue. The growth of the external 
funds paralleled the deveiopmei.. of the Investment opportunities 
we chose in 1993. Total assets at the end of the year reached JD 
7,570.4 million, representing an increase of 6.2%. Liquidity was at 
61.8%. The loan portfolio was 35.2% of total assets, the majority of 
which are composed of customers’ deposits which amounted to JD 
6,994.1 million compared to JD 6,581.0 million in the past year. The 
Bank's external funds are usually derived from its customers’ 
deposits. Inter-bank activities are kept confined to correspondence 
banking requirements. 

It can be observed from the balance sheet that the Bank continued 
its selective lending policy. Loan portfolio net of doubtful debt 
provision improved slightly over the previous year’s level, 
recording JD 2,668.6 million. Investments 

in prime quality marketable securities and 
promissory notes increased to JD 985.6 
million from JD 868.9 million in 1992. 
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1993 

witnessed an 

acceleration of the peace 
process In the Middle 
East The Palestinians 
accepted an agreement that will give them back part of their 
legitimate and just rights. Hie West Bank and Gaza Strip are to be 
returned to Arab sovereignty. As a result of this agreement, Arab 
Bank will reopen its branches in Nablus, Gaza, Ramallah, Hebron, 
Tulkarm, Jenin, and Jerusalem. We will do our best to provide our 
people in Palestine with outstanding services to help them in 
rebuilding their economy. Our positive contribution to the 
development of the community will reach all Palestinian areas via 
the existing branches and new ones 
that the needs may create. 


The Board of Directors recommends to 
the General Assembly that it approve the 
distribution of 35% of the nominal share 
'value as dividends. The balance of net 
Income is allocated to the equity reserves 
os'" shown In the attached financial 
statements. Accordingly, total equity is 
increased to JD 432.0 million as against 
JO 386.0 million at the end of 1992. Total 
equity of the Group exceeded the one 
billion US$ mark for the first time to reach 
US$ 1,061.1 million compared to US$ 993.0 
million. 


The equity asset ratio was increased to 5.7% compared to 5.4% in 
the previous year. The capital adeq .acy ratio measured according 
to the BIS rules reached 12.42% compared to 11.96% at the end of 
1992. 

Arab Bank continued its expansion in the Arab countries and the 

world in general. At the 
beginning of 1993, 


U.S.S Billion 
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Arab BaiA Group 
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During the . long history of the 
Bank we have worked hard to 
strengthen its financial position as 
well as its international presence. In 
spite of crises, wars, and 
continuous political instability in the 
area, we have been able to 
overcome- all hurdles and promote 
the Bank to become one of the best 
international financial institutions. 

We have achieved our goals by the 
help of God, the support of our 
shareholders, the loyalty of our 

customers, and the efforts of our 

staff. 

After all these years and changes, Arab Bank will continue to 
follow its prudent and sound policies. The. deep-seated confidence 
enjoyed by the Bank has been earned by hardwork and selective 
standards which include prudent management of funds, preference 
for good financial position rather than short term profitability, 
diligent cultivation of customer trust as well as provision of 
excellent customer services. We also endeavour to serve the 
economy of the Arab world, and will do our best to operate in the 
Arab countries where we do not work at the present time for 
reasons beyond our control. Special attention will be given to the 
Palestinian community, without' impairing our sound banking 
standards. 

e 

During the past years Arab Bank has succeeded in achieving 
several financial goals. In the last ten years, for example, the Bank 
was able to increase its capital base significantly by retention of 
income, as it followed a policy of building up its equity via retained 
earnings. The market value of the Bank’s stocks has been enhanced 
several fold as a result of this policy. The growth of customer 
deposits has been paraile! to the increase in equity. The positive 
growth in customer deposits has been reflected in the assets of the 
Bank, which reached JD 7,570 j 4 million, representing a material 




1 1 1 
1 1 1 1 1 1 


1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 


our new 

branch in Aden, Yemen 
Republic, entered into 
operation. In April, Arab Bank 
AG in Frankfurt, Germany, 
started operations; this Bank Is 
a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Arab Bank Pic and operates 
within the rules and 
regulations of the EC. Our 
branch in Madrid, Spain, 
started its operations at the 
end of July. Furthermore, 
several offices and branches 
joined our network in Jordan. 

During the year, Mr. Rafic A1 
Hariri relinquished his membership of the Board to carry out his 
duties as Prime Minister of Lebanon. I would like to convey to the 
Fhime Minister, on your behalf, our warmest thanks and 
appreciation for his services on the Board during the past years. I 
would also like to extend to him our sincere good wishes for 
success in his efforts to rebuild Lebanon. Mr. Bahaa Rafic Hariri 
was elected by the Board to fill the vacant seat according to 
paragraph (A) of Article 178 of the 1989 Jordan Company Law. 

With the Meeting of the General Assembly, the fouryear term of 
office of the current Board comes to an end. The General assembly 
is kindly requested to elect a new Board. 

On this occasion, 1 would tike to extend my heartfelt thanks and 
appreciation to all Board Members for their services on the Board 
during the previous years. I would also like to thank our 
shareholders and customers for their confidence and continuous 
support and our staff for their dedicated work and loyalty. 




Abdulmajeed Shoman 
Chairman, Board of Directors 


PLC 


A SPECIAL RELATION 



Arab Bank manageifient’s 
belief in its mission 
crowns tiie elements that 
have enabled it to achieve 
continuous success. Its 
objectives ex cee d the 

usual income generating 
goals. The Bank is in 
partnmhip with the 

societies where it 

operates, its aim being to 
enhance their welfare and 
participate in their 
economic and social 
development For the 
Bank to succeed in its 
endeavours, its customets 
must share its beliefs and 
play an active role In the 
fulfilment of its objectives. 


When we go back in memory, we can recapture vivid pictures 
that exemplify the special relation bonding Arab Bank to its 
customers, the children and grandchildren of those vrtio entrusted 
us with their banking business more than 60 years ago are our 
customers today. The Bank succeeded In growing in harmony with 
their development and prosperity. Arab Bank history is part of their 
heritage because it has been a trusted advisor to them In problems 
that have sometimes been beyond the bounds of business and 
finance. 

Our client is not a mere number in a transaction. He is a member 
of the temily. We know the first rtames of our customers as they 
know ours. This special relation Is evident in troublesome times. 
During political crises, for example, new customers join and 
clients deposits grow. The management of Arab Bank works hard 
to enhance this mutual trust by following clear and reliable 
policies. 

Arab Bank works to meet the needs of -its customers in a simple 
and direct manner. A full line of useful products has been designed 
over the years. This includes retail banking, private banking, trade 
and industrial financing, merchant banking, consumer and 
real-estate tending and International banking ^rvices. 

By simpfified utiibation, Arab Bank aims to excd -in 
performance. The Bank does not take quality for granted. It 
masters all dtements of its services, moukting them to serve its 
customers, information and advice are presented clearly in order 
to enhance the customer’s chances of success. Technical 
excellenee has been a basic element in building this special 
relation. 

All resources are utilized to increase our efficiency to serve our 
clients promptly. One of the main ingredients of the Bank’s 
success in the financial sector is Its selected staff. Throughout the 
history of the Bank, its employees' dedication and perseverance 
have been its source of power. Our customers' loyalty and 
confidence are a direct response to our staff performance, the 
Bank takes great pride In knovring that it has employed 
generations of outstanding Individuals who are at foe forefront In 
the fields of finance and banking. 

Arab Bank’s investment in modem technology is another 
important element of its policy to achieve distinction in customer 
services. The Bank is a leader in utilizing modem technology in its 
operations. Our investment in automated services, data 
processing and communications enable our customers to execute 
their banking transactions instantaneously. The facilities of the 
Bank also enable them to obtain relevant and timely information. 

To complement our efforts to excel in serving our customers, we 
have travelled with them East and West A diversified network of 
branches and subsidiaries covering most of the international 
financial centers in the world has been placed at their disposal, 
thus enabHng them to receive immediate assistance and saving 
ttiem unnecessary expense. The Bank’s global network has also 
enriched our customer base through the addition of new facilities 
in the countries vrtiere the Bank operates. 

Our customers’ trust in the Bank is based on its good financial 
position. Arab bank has proved time and again its ability to survive 
and succeed during periods of crisis thanks to its sound policies. 
Prudent management of funds has enabled the Bank to maintain a 
strong and healtiiy finandai position responding to customers' 
needs and fulfiiiing Rs commitments towards them in troublesome 
times. The Bank’s sustained care of its customers’ interests has 
been instrumental in deepening their confidence in the Bank. 

We ar-> certain that the special relation With our customers will 
flourish in the future despite the significant change affecting all 
aspects of life. Many assumptions on wrhich we used to build our 
strategies have been altered, and the banking industry is entering 
an era in which it will be compelled to increase its effectiveness in 
a vray that might weaken direct relations between client and bank. 
Despite all of these elements, Arab Bank will continue to remain 
fahhful to its customers, focusing on their strategies and needs. 
We shall be aiming for a renewed future partnership in the same 
way as we have shared past success. 


Khaliid Shoman 
Deputy Chairman, 
Board of Directors 













ARAB BANKplc 


Balance Sheet as of 31 December 1993 and 1992 


Assets 

Cash and due from banks 

Securities and investments 

Loans and advances 

Customers' liability 
on acceptances 

Premises and equipment 

Accrued interest receivable 

Other assets 


. '.5. 


1993 

J.D.rOOO) 


3,695,687 

985,629 


2,668,564 

92,004 

48,532 

46,949 

33,061 


JI992 

J.D.rOOO) 


3,420,872 

868,935 

2,596,201 

111,076 

42,259 

49,512 

38,522 


Liabilities and Sharehirfders* Equi^ 

Deposits and other accounts 

Acceptances 

Accrued interest payable 
Dividends and remunerations 

Capital 

Statutory reserve 

Voluntary reserve 
General reserve 


1993 

jj>.rooo) 


6,994,073 


92,004 


36,894 


15,455 

44,000 

44.000 

75.000 
269,000 


1992 

J.D.f'OOOl 


6,581,010 

111,076 

34,036 

13,255 

44.000 

36.000 

60.000 
248,000 


Customers' liability on 
guarantees and letters of 



Guarantees and 



credit 

2,422,468 

2,225,695 

letters of credit 

2,422,468 

2,225,695 


Khaiid A.H. Shoman 
Deputy Chairman 


Abdulmajeed A.H. Shoman 
Chairman 






1993 

1992 


J.D.('OOO) 

jj>.roooi 

Funds Provided 

Net income 

59,455 

55,055 . 

Depreciation of premises and 
equipment 

5,797 

4,863 

Total funds provided from 
operations 

65,252 

59,918 

Increase in: 

Deposits and other accounts 

415,921 

136,430 

Decrease in: 

Cash and due from banks 


* 62,154 

Loans and advances 


53,958 

Other assets 

8,024 

11,327 




Funds Applied 

Dividends and remunerations paid 

13,255 

11,055 

Increase in: 

Cash and due from banks 

274,815 


Securities and investments 

116,694 

302,710 

Loans and advances 

72,363 


Premises and equipment 

12,070 

10.022 


Revenue 


Interest revenue 


Less: Interest expense 


Net interest revenue 


Non-interest revenue 


Commissions 


Foreign exchange trading 


Other revenue 


Total non-interest revenue 


Expenses 


Salaries and staff benefits 


Other expenses and provisions 


j.o.rooo) 


Net income before Income 


income taxes 


Net Incoma 


Appropriations 


To statutory reserve 


To voluntary reserve 


To general reserve 


Proposed cash dividends 


Directors' remunerations 




426,341 


Depreciation of premises 


and equipment 

5; 



Auditors' Report 

To the Shareholders of Arab Bank. 

We have audited the balance sheet of Arab Bank (a Jordanian public shareholding limited 
company) as of December 31, 1^93 and 1992, and the related statement of income and 
statement of sources and applications of funds for the years ended December 31, 1993 
and 1992. We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Audit- 
ing and included such tests of the accounting records and of the system of internal con- 
trol and such other auditing procedures as we considered necessary in the circum* 
stances. We have obtained the information and explanations which to the best of our 
knowledge and belief were necessary for the purpose of our audit 


The Bank rnaintains proper accounting records and the 

ments are m agreement therewith. Furthermore th« finaririai 

Board of Directors are in agreement with tho^?ewr^s Pr«en?e;f 


Board of Directors are in agreement with those records Presented by 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements nr«» , 

tion of Arab Bank as of Decembers!, 1993 and 1992 the finan/.- • 

its sources and applications of funds for the years results of its Posi- 

lional Accounting Standards, and we recon?liiend ttiat the® G 

these financial statements. General A^rnbj ‘nterna- 

Saba & Co. ®PProve^ 

Amman, Jordan, January 24, 1994 
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ARAB BANK 


group 


Balance Sheet as of 31 December 1993 and 1992 


Assets 

Cash and due from banks 

Securities and investments 

Loans and advances 

Customers' liability 
on acceptances 

Investments in associated 
companies 

Premises and equipment 
Accrued interest receivable 
Other assets 


1993 

USS ('000} 

^ 865,574 

1^31,832 

4^13,880 

130,658 

335,293 
84,949 
68,278 
83,297 


1992 

USS ('000) 

8,041,862 

1,364,267 

4^227,449 

160,727 

— ■* 

335,744 

77,045 

72,601 

94,541 


Liabilities 

Deposits and other accounts 
Acceptances 
Accrued interest payable 
Proposed dividends 

Shareholders' Equity 
Capital 

Statutory reserve 
Voluntary reserve 




1993 

J.D.('OOO) 


13,143,135 

130,658 

53,344 

25,553 


139,246 

111,677 

148,871 




1992 

J.D.I'OOO) 


13,148,269 

160,727 

49,859 

22.430 


139,246 

99,558 

127,571 






LJJ 1 : 

ussrooo) 



USS (*000} 1 

Bavniie | 


Interest revenue 

. . . , 690318 •* 

. . 


729^ 


Less: Imereet expense 

460,523 



507398 


Net interest revenue 

240393 



222.168 

Non*intaren revenue | 


Commiseiora 

79.138 



71330 


Foreign exchange trading 

24,452 



19367 


Other revenue 

70,117 



71,527 


Total non-irKsrest revenue 

173,707 



162324 




1993 

1092 



US8i*D00) 

USS root) 


Ainds PmidBd 



.. ...... 

Net income ^ ,5 • 

• 107,229 • 

'■ T08.ST2-^ 


Depredanon of premises and 
equipment 

9344 

11.883 


Total funds provided from 
operations 

117.173 

118,065 


Oacraua in: 

Cash and due from banks 

176288 

630336 


Loans and advances 

— 

55,839 


Invesmicnts in associated companies 

451 



Other assets 

15.567 

36,103 


Total funds providad from changes 
in assets snd liabilitias 

192306 

722.676 



ExpWMS 


Salaries and staff benefits 


Depreciation of premises 
and equipment 


Other expenses and provisions 




9.944 




n.S93 


120380 


Net income before income taxes 

165257 

159,794 


Income taxes 

58326 

53,422 


Nat Incoma 

107229 

100372 


Apprepriatiens 

Nat Income 

107229 

106372 


Retained earnings 
brought forward 

2.778 

3.718 




WliliP5SiSi| 


To statutory reserve 

1Z119 

10318 


To voluntary reserve 

21300 

12,4^ 


To general reserve 

36392 

44,192 


To reserves with sssociated 
companies 

11329 

17,427 . 


Proposed cash dividends 

25,475 

22350 


Directors' remunerations 

78 

80 


ftotained Eambim 
Cwriad FoPMsrd 

Z714 

Z778 



Funds Applied 

Dividends and rsmunsretions paid 

22,430 

19,30$ 

Translation adjustmems 

13356 

43.915 ! 

Increase in: 

Securities artd investments 

167,565 

422,709 

Loans and advarteas 

86,431 


Investments in associated 
companies 


49,120 

' Prsmises snd equipmsm 

17,846 

11,834 

Dscreess in; 

Oepesris srtd ocher accounts 

1,649 

294.060 




Auditors' Report 

To the Shareholders of Arab Bank. 

We have audited the consolidated balance sheet of Arab Bank qroup, as of Oacamber 31, 
1993 and 1992. and the related consolidated statement of incorna and eonsolidaiad state* 
ment of sources and applications of funds for the years then ended. Our audit was eon* 
ducted In accordance with iniernationai Standards on Auditing and. accordingly, included 
such tests of the accounting records and such other auditing procedures as we consid* 
ersd necessary in the circumstances. Included in the financial statements are amounts 
relating to a sister company and certain subaidiarias audited by other auditors whose 
reports wa have reviewed. 

In our opinion, based upon our examination and the reports of other auditors, the secom- 
psnying financial statements present fairly the financial position of Arab Bank Group as 
of December 31, 1993 snd 1992, and the results of its operations and its sources and 
applications of funds for the years then ended, in conformity with Internationsl Accoun* 
ting Standards. 

SabaACo. 

Amman, Jordan, January 24, 1994 


ARAB BANK 


SISTER INSmunONS , SUBSIDIARIES AND ASSOCUATED COMPANIES 



Arab Bank ( Switzolaiid ) LoL, 

Zuzidi, Geneva 

Wholly owned by the shareholders of Arab Bank Pic. 
Arab Australia Ltd. 

Sydn^ 

WhoDy owned sobadiaiy 
Arab Bank ( Ansnia ) AG 
Vienna 

Wholly owned subsidiary . 


ArabBankAG 

Frankfurt 

Wholly owned subsidiary 


Finance , Accountancy , Mohassaba S A 
Geneva 

Wholly owned subsidlaiy 


Arab Tunisian Bank 

Arab Bank Marpc 

Oman Arab Bank S.A.O. 
Arab National Bank 


64,24 % owned 
50ftowned 
49% owned 
40 % owned 


ARAB BANK, GENERAL MANAGEMENT, SUMEISANI, AMMAN, PJO SOX 9'3Q544*5. 
TELEPHONE : 661115, 660131 . TELEX : 23091 ARABNK JO , FAX t (962) (6) 4116793 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS' 64TH ANNUAL REPORT 


For ttie year ended !31 December 1993, submitted to the 
General Assembly of Shareholders at the Annual Meet- 
ing held at the Senile’s Head Office Building, Shmeieani, 
Ammm, et 10 ajn., 'Friday, 25'March 1994. 


Dear Shareholders, 

Arab Bank Group de>monstrated In 1993 that it could contin- 
ue to achieve good t esults under difficult and uncertain con- 
ditions. The banldng industry faced a number of challenges 
during the year including severe unemployment and world- 
wide fragile growth which persisted (or longer than had 
been generally exp<ected. An uncertain p^itical picture in 
the Middle East had also impacted negatively the econo- 
mies of the countries where we operate. Despite these and 
other challenges, thie Group achieved satisf^ng results in 
1993. 

Business environment 

At long last the industrialized world realized that the unem- 
ployment problem c:an no longer be solved by the applica- 
tion of economic theories that had been effective in the 
past. Positive althobjgh weak growth was achieved by the in- 
troduction of expansionist fiscal and monetary policies. Yet 
solving the unemployment problem eluded the economic 
planners. Except irt a few places, this problem stubbornly 
continued to exist, recording 6.4% in the United States, 
9.0*i in Germany. 12.0% in France and 9.8% in the United 
Kingdom. An (^eii border policy transformed the labour 
market into a globail phenomenon in the real meaning of the 
term. Labour-lnterusive industries crossed borders in search 
of cheaper cost, th ereby creating real and permanent dam- 
age to the labour market in the more advanced countries. 
The end of the Cold War further aggravated the problem 
when hundreds of thousands of young soldiers and defense 
irKlustry employees were released to enter the job market 
The outstanding t'echnological developments in aiFtomation 
as well as the rele.'rttless efforts of almost all industries to in- 
crease efficiency and downsize worsened the problem still 
more. Many econiomists and social scientists attn*buted the 
exacerbation of tl'tis problem to other factors such as the en- 
try of a higher pesreentage of women into the job market in 
addtion to the exponential increase of young age groups. 

It is unlikely that a permanent cure for this problem will be 
found in the necir future. Some researchers have started to 
toy with solutions that may be described at best as tempo- 
rary. including t he reduction of working hours and continu- 
ous efforts to increase economic growtii. the problem is now 
also being discussed at the international level after being 
confined most Oif the time to local boundaries. 

Although the economically advanced nations found them- 
selves in 1993: at different points of the economic cycle, 
most of them enjoyed a lower rate of inflation and some 
marginal growth. During1993 the consumer price index re- 
corded 2.7% i n the United States, an average of 3.4% in 
nine of the European Community countries, and 1% in Ja- 
pan. At the end of the year the GDP index registered 2.8% 
in the United States, 2.1%1n:tFid::O.K. 0.5% In Japan and a 
decline of 1 .4% in , 

Interest rate- differenti^s In major currencies declined to 
levels that may have been the lowest ever observed. At the 
end of 1993, Uie difference between Interest rates in most of 
the European Community currencies was less than 2.7%. 
1he interest rate differentia] between the U.S. dollar and the 
Deutsche mark receded to 2.9% from 3.9%, which was re- 
corded at ttie beginning of the year. 

Anjdety prervailed in the foreign exchange market. Major 
players were frustrated by their inability to predict the future 
movements of the exchange rates. Ambiguity as well as 
lack of direcnion In economic policies made forecasting of 
exchange rates harder than ever. The U.S. dollar appreciat- 
ed solidly thr-oughout the year, while several economic and 
political factors depressed the Deutsche mark. 

After seven years of negotiations, the GATT talte, better 
known as the Uruguay Round of the GATT, came to an end 
during the last few days of December 1993. A successful 
agreement opened the door to an increase in international 
trade without unjustified discrimination in tariffs. It is hoped 
that tho agreement will enhance global growth 2 md contrib- 
ute positively to solving iniemallonal economic problems. 

After the adoption of a free market philosophy, the East- 
ern European countries are still looking lor stable econo- 
mies and meaningful success. Further efforts to modernise 
industry and to free the agents of production are still need- 
ed. During 1993. however, most of these countries contin- 
ued to suffer from political uncertainties and cMI wars. 

As expected, oil prices declined from their high level of 
1992. The efforts OPEC to limit their own production 
were partially successful. The possibility of Iraq re-entering 
the oil market looms heatrily over prices, the impact of its re- 
newed production has to be handled property, the price per 
barret may decline below USS 1 0 unless other countries are 
willing to cut production to accommodate the new quantity. 

FINANCIAL REVIEW 

OVERVIEW 

1 993 was a year of change and expectations. The politicai 
environment took its toll on our customers' behavior. Antici- 
pations and anxiety forced most investment expansion deci- 
sions to hall, while awaiting a more tran^arent and less 
ambiguous Fricture. Despite the high level of uncertainty in 
the worid markets and the Arab world political arena, posi- 
tive changes were observed in the structure of the balance 
sheet of Arab BcUik Group. Total assets grew at 0.3%, and 
loan portfolio at 2,0?o, while customer deposits remained at 
1992 level. On the other hand, revenue rose to USS 414.1 
million, recording an increase of 7.7%, and net income grew 
by USS 0.8 million, representing an increase of O.S'^o. 

FINANCIAL POSITION 

The following presents an analytical review of the most im- 
portant changes in 1993 in the asset liability position of Arab 
Bank Group. 

Assets 

Total assets rose to USS 14.413.8 million from USS 
14.374.2 million, representing) a 0.3% increase. Off-balance 
sheet items, con-q^osed of customers’ liabilities on guaran- 
tees and letters of oedlt, girew by USS 221.4 million and 


6.3%. The increase in both on-balance sheet and off- 
balance sheet assets augmented the total footing of the 
Group to USS 18,133.7 million. 

Liquidity 

The stability in customer borrowings coupled with the in- 
crease in equity as well as the higher investment in money 
market instruments enabled the Group to keep its liquidity 
at the previous year’s level. Tbe maintenance of high liquidi- 
ty ratios is a major element of the Group's prudent policies. 
The balance of cash in hand and at banks slightly declined, 
recording a 2.2% decrease (o reach USS 7,865.6 miliion at 
the end of 1993 compared to USS 8,041.9 million at the end 
of 1992. Added to marketable securities, cash in hand and 
with banks represented 65.2% of total assets, a decline of 
0.1% compared with the 1992 figure. 

Securities and investm«its 

TTie security portfolio, which consists mainly of prime gov- 
ernment bonds and promissory notes, rose by USS 167.6 
million, or 12.3%. in 1993. The balance of securities and in- 
vestments at the end of the year was US$ 1,531.8 million 
compared to USS 1 ,364.3 million at the end of 1 992. 

Loan portfolio 

The balance of loans and advances net of doubtful debt al- 
lowance was USS 4,313.9 million at the end of 1993 com- 
pared to USS 4,227.4 million at the close of the previous 
year. The marginal growth of USS 86.5 million, or 2.0%, re- 
flects the result of the Group's efforts to expand its prime 
quality lending. The success of its endeavours in this area 
was limited by three factors. The first was the decline in the 
exchange rates of the operational currendes of all ttie 
Group's units against the USS, the Group's reporting cur- 
rency. which diluted the high growth in local currencies. The 
reluctance of most of the customers in the Arab world to ini- 
tiate new investments and borrowing activities during 1993 
was the second major factor depressing growth in the 
Group's loan portfolio. The third factor was the low level of 
interest payable on the major currencies, which led custom- 
ers to reimburse the value of their borrowing in local curren- 
cies, thus saving on interest rate di^rentiaJs and redudng 
outstanding balances of the loan portfolio. 

Shareholders’ equity 

Shareholders' equity rose by 6.9%, i.e., USS 68.1 million, 
thereby crossing the one billion USS mark to reach USS 
1 ,061 .1 million, compared to USS 993.0 million at the end of 
1992. The decline of the exchange rates of both the Jorda- 
niem dinar and the Swiss frsme against the USS negatively 
Impacted the growth of the Group's equity accounts. The 
Jordanian dinar dedined by approximately 2.0%, and the 
Swiss franc by around 0.1%. Hence Arab Bank Pic and 
Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd account for more than 90% of 
the total equity of the Group. Paid-in capita remained un- 
changed from its 1992 level. The Group will continue its 
successful build-(Si:^o^'the cfisbfdsed capital base In the fu- 
ture. Shareholdejs^csquity tOitp^ assets ratio was 7.4% at' 
the end of 1993 compared at the end of 1992. ■ 

The capital adequacy ratio, calculated according to the 
BIS rules, improved its 1992 level, recording 13.21% com- 
pared to 12.50%. 

Di^iosits 

The total balance of deposits equalled USS 13,143.1 million 
compared to USS 13,148.3 million In 19^. Customer de- 
posits were negatively affected to some extent by currency 
translation; however deposits in local currencies observed a 
more positive growth rate in all the Group's entities. Further- 
more. the relatively low level of interest rates on the major 
currency caused a shift in customere’ investment strategy 
from the money market into high ^'elding financial instnj- 
ments and securities. 

Funds placed with the Group from other finandat institu- 
tions were confined to the needs dictated by ttie correspon- 
dence banking activities. 

Results of operatiOTis 

Arab Bank Group turned in another successful performance 
for the year that ended on 31 December 1993 despite the 
unfavorable conditions that prevailed throughout that year. 
Both net interest revenue and all components of non- 
interest revenue Increased, except other revenue which de- 
dined slightly. The increase in operating expenses was 
contained within the normal operational needs of the Group. 

Net income 

Net income before tax reached USS 165.3 million com- 
pared with USS 159.8 million at the end of 1992. This posi- 
tive performance is attributable to the improved earning 
power of most entities in the Group. Income from associat- 
ed companies improved also during 1993. Net income after 
tax recorded a growth of 0.8% to reach USS 107.2 million 
compared to USS 106.4 million in 1992. This was diluted by 
the sizeable increase in provisions to meet all possible con- 
ditions resulting from bank (derations as well as economic 
and political changes. 

Net interest revenue 

Interest revenue reached USS 690.9 million in comparison 
to USS 729.8 million in 1992. interest expense declined to 
USS 450.5 million, the decrease in both components of net 
interest reflects the lower global levels of interest rates. Net 
interest revenue increased by USS 18.2 million and 8.2% 
over 1992, representing a real growth in the earning power 
of the Group. 

Cemmissien 

Comniission income grew by 10.9^/o to reach USS 79.1 mil- 
lion compared to USS 71.3 miliion in 1992. The inert* ise in 
commission income reflects the outcome of the efforts 
made by the Group’s entities to improve their commission 
earning products and meet the customers' growing needs 
for traditional as well as new services. 

Ppmgn exchange revenue 

Revenue from foreign exchange improved to USS 24.5 mil- 
lion compared to USS 19.4 million in 1992. TTie significant 
fluctuations in the foreign exchange market, coupled with 
the Group’s and customers' activities, 000101)01^ to the 
growth revenue from foreign exchange in 1 993. 


Other revenue 

Other revenue decreased by USS 1.4 million compared to 
the figure of USS 71.5 million recorded In the previous year. 
Part of this decrease reflects miscellaneous iterre that do 
not necessarily recur from year to year. 

Operating expenses 

Total operating expenses augmented to USS 248.8 milTion 
in comparison to USS 224.6 million for 1992. A comparative 
analysis of ttie components of the operating expenses is 
presented below; 


in USS milDon 



1993 

1992 

Vaiiance 

Staff expenses 

101.9 

91.9 

10.0 

Deprec^on 

9.9 

11.7 

(1.8) 

Provisions and 

other expenses 

137.0 

121.0 

16.0 

Totid 

248.8 

224.6 

24.2 


The sum of USS 101.9 million in staff costs represents 
41 .0% of total operating expenses compared to US S 91 .9 
million and 40.9% of total expenses of 1992. The rise in 
staff costs by USS 10.0 million reflects the generous in- 
crease of staff salaries, especially by Arab Bank Pic in Jor- 
dan, as well as cost-oMfving adjustments. An additional 
amount was allocated to the staff indemnity fund to adjust 
for future expectations. 

In 1993, depreciation expenses were lower than those in 
1992. The USS 1.8 million decrease reflects the normal de- 
cline in depreciation expenses of plants and equipment. 
During 1993 no significant changes took place in tiie struc- 
ture of fixed assets or equipment of the Group . 

Other expenses and provisions for the year reached US$ 

137.0 million compared to USS 121 .0 million in the previous 
year. The usual operating expenses components of this 
amount were stable, growing at a nonnal rate during 1993. 
The proirision components were increased to meet the high 
quality standards enforced by the management 

PERFORMANCE OF THE GROUP’S 
ENTITIES 

The Group's consolidated financial statements include the 
flnandaf statements of Arab Bank Pic, Arab Bank (Switzer- 
land) Ltd, a sister company wholly owned by the sharehcrid- 
ers ^ Ar^ Bank Pic, and the following wholly and majority 
owned subsidiaries of Arab Bank Pic. 

— Arab Australia Lid. wholly owned subsidiary. 

— Arab Bank AG, Frankfurt, wholly owned subsidiary. 

— Arab Bank (Austria) .AQ^wholIy owned subddiary, and 

— Arab T unisian Banl< '64.24% owned. ■ . - • . - • 

The following paragraphs contain a brief description of 
the major acthrities of these entities. 

ARAB BANK PLC 

Arab Bank Pic is registered in Jordan as a public sharehold- 
ing company. 1993 was another successful year in the his- 
tory of the Bank’s 64 years of existence. Acceptable growth 
was observed In almost all aspects of the Bale’s financial 
position. Net Income improved by 8.0% over 1992 reported 
figures. 

Results of operations 

Total revenue of the Bank grew to JD 220.9 million from JD 

195.0 million. The growth in total revenue was positively af- 
fected by ail c6mponents~of the Bank's revenue. 

Net interest revenue, which constituted 64.9% of total 
revenue. inrq)roved to JD 143.3 million from JD 130.2 miliion 
in 1992. This increase represents a real growth in the earn- 
ing power of the Bank as it was achieved under the unfavor- 
able conditions which prevailed in the worid and in the Mid- 
dle East during most of 1993, a period when a general 
decline in interest rates was also ob^rved worldwide. 

Net income after tax for 1993 was JD 59.5 million com- 
pared to JD 55.1 million for 1992. The management of Arab 
Bank Pic decided to take all prodent measures in order to 
meet any contingencies that might arise from the impact of 
bank operations and political uncertainties. 

Financial position 

Shareholders' equity rose by JD 44.0 milfion to reach JO 

432.0 million, as a result of income cafritarization. 

Total deposits recorded an increase of 6.3% and JD 

413.1 miliion to reach JD 6,994.1 million. This improvement 
was completely dominated by customer deposits. 

The structure of the Bank's assets was relatively altered 
in 1993 to give more weight to liquid assets. The Bank’s as- 
sets in 1993 were made up as follows: 


In J.D. mlilion 



1993 

1992 

Variance 

Ca^ and maiket- 




able securities 

4,681.3 

4,289.8 

391.5 

Loans and advances 

2,668.6 

2,596.2 

72.4 

An ottier assets 

220.5 

241.4 

(20.9) 

Total assets 

7,W7QA 

7.127.4 

4434) 


Arab Bank Pic usually maintains high liquidity. The liquidi- 
ty ratio (cash in hand and at banks and marketable securi- 
ties to total assets) was 61.8% at the end of 1993 com- 
pared to 60.2% at the end of 1992. 

Other achievements 

Arab Bank management worked to meet the new challenge 
es that may emerge from the peace process m the Middle 


East The development of operational strategies ^ 
the identifying of new objectives within the 
the Bank's mission were incorporated m the P*® . 

Bank. Introduction of new products and services was a pn 

ority. 

In September 1993, the Singapore branch succe^^ 
launched the Group’s first equity investment fund, me ad 
Asia-Padffc Growth Fund is an open-ended investing v^ 
hide registered in the British Virgin Islands. The 9°®* 

Fund is to achieve long-term capital appreciation, mainly^ 
investing in equities listed on the stock ewjhanges Of the 
Asia-Pacific region. The Fund is open to im^ors seeking 
exposure to the dynamic economy of that region. 

Furthermore, Arab Bank International Fund, which was 
launched in oiecember 1989, continued to show solid re- 
sults. This Fund was offered wth two share classes, a M^- 
aged Currency Fund and an Intemationd Bond Fund. On its 
fourth annivers^, the returns to in'rtisti shareholders were 
33.3% (8.3% p.a.) and 39.2% (9.8% p.a.) respectively. Both 
funds are conservatively managed but nevertheless have 
ranked in ttie top performance quartile for similar funds. 

The bonded warehouM serving Arab Banins customers in 
Jordan was completed during 1993. It will enable clients to 
defer payment of customs duty as long as they are not utiBz- 
ing the bonded goods, it win also enable toem to import 
larger quantities, thus sa^ng on transactions costs. 

Arab Bank employs highly qualified and experienced per- 
sonnel. At the end of 1993, ttie number of employees were 
4,134 in comparison to 3,910 in 1992, and the number of 
participants in training courses were 6,524 in comparison to 
5.428 in 1992. 

Special emphasis is placed on automation. Two new 
computer centers were established in 1993 in Madrid and 
Frankfurt; gtso, the computer equipment of the following 
centers was renewed: Amman, Sana’a, Rome, Singapore 
and Geneva, in addition to automating traditional banldng 
services, the Bank continued to offer advanced computer- 
ized services in new locations. 

Arab Sank branches in Aden and Madrid started full oper- 
ations during the year in additkxi to several branches and 
offices in Jordan. 

ARAB BANK (SWITZERLAND! LTD. 

' Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. was constituted as an inde- 
pendent company in 1962 and has a recognized Swiss 
bank status. The Head Office is located in Zurich with a 
branch in Geneva. The Bank’s 3,100 shareholders are kten- 
lical to those of Arab Bank Pic. 

Arsto Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. is an enterprising, dynamic 
bank with a dear business conc^t combining Svinss tradi- 
tion and standards of quality in private banking with a global 
perspective. It offers private banking senrices and has built 
an excellent reputation In the successful management of Cfl 
ents’ assets;- 

Financial position 

Total assets as of December 31, 1993 increase marginally 
to Sfr. 1,648.3 miflion. Interbank business as well as total 
outstanding overdrafts and fixed loans, which do not contain 
any perceptible risk, remained at about last year's level. 

Investments in securities were Increased, in particular 
medium-term bonds, by Sfr. 41.1 million to &r. 236.7 mil- 
fion. 

# 

The investment division expanded its portfolio manage- 
ment and investment counselling business. Fidudaiy de- 
posits decreased from Sfr. 4,732.2 miliion to Sfr. 4,056.9 
miliion, mainly due to a shift of funds into higher yielding in- 
■■ vestments. 

Resutts 

Higher income from foreign exchange operations and a 
strict control of costs contributed to the saSsfyir^ net profit 
which, after depreciation and provisions of Sfr. 13.1 million 
(1992: Sfr. 12,9 million), amounts to Sfr. 16.6 million (1992: 
Sfr. 15.5 million). 

Net commissions diminished from Sfr. 21 .4 million to Sfr. 
19.5 milfion, mainly due to lower earnings from fiduciary de^ 
posits. 

ARAB BANK (AUSTRIA) AG 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG was established in February 1987 
in Vienna as a ficensed Austrian commercial bank and com 
menced operations in’ May 1987. It is wholly owned by Arab 
Capital Investment (Luxembourg) SA, a wholly owned sub- 
sidiary of Arab Bank Pic. Arab Bank (Austria) AG provides a 
wde range of services to Individuate, corporate and institu- 
tional clients, government agencies and other international 
financial institutions. ™ 

^increase of17.^ revenues coupled with strict con- 
trol of expenses enhanced the results of Arab Bank (^1 
tria) AG in 1^ Net income after tax incre^ ^ ^ 

aVs 

balance sheet Overall ^ 

8.5% and 1 1 .0% after the inclusion of toe 
Hems, in ^eij^on of toe decline in^nte^SlS^ 
money market, investment in prime bonds ^ 

ATS 135.3 million from ATS 34.Q millio^T^, 
was also increased by 48.2% to reach ATS^ ^ 
posits and other accounts grew bv 8 8% t)? ' 

2.251.6 mnCon. The equity bie of ATS 

by ATS 5.1 million, recording ATS I 2 i .q miliio^ ®"^nced 

ARAB AUSTRALIA LTD. 

Arab Austrafia Ltd. is a merrhant k.,.. - 

Bank Pic established in 1 986 In additin^ ^bsrdiary of Arab 

lice, rt has three suburban Sydney of- 

matla and Campsie. An applica^J^^'"®'™'". Parra- 

regulatory authorities to tr^om a submitted to 

fully ncensed commer^^Hh^ Ltd, “to ® 

-d and paid-in-capitol vant 
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AUD 1 Bank. Net income reached 

wi the improvement on 1392. This 

Ar^ Commimiht « increased retail actn^es to the 

in financing trade be- 
tween Austraiia and the Middie East ^ 

^ ^ ^28.3 million, 

tv 

°®POs**s and other accounts 

29 ^cording a growth of AUD 

+?AtinSno SI?®'*?’' equity was increased 

to AUD 20.9 miilion from AUD 9.7 million. 

ARAB TUNISIAN BANK 

Ar^ Tunisian Bank was incorporated in 1982. It provides its 
^stomers wi^ a wide range of commercial and private 
banking activities. A^ Tunisian Bank has a material per- 
centage of the banking business in Tunisia. The Bank has 


ARAB BANK Pic. 

JORDAN 

G*ner«( Managwncnt 
P.O. Box 950544 & 950545 
9imeisani • Amman 
TeL 660131,607115 
Fax. 606793, 606830 

Tlx. 23091 

Amman. King Faisal Sl 
P.O. Box B & 68 
Td. 638161-9 
Fax. 637082 
Tlx. 21230 

Mahajamn OfBea. Amman 
P.O. Box 8 & 68, Amman 
Quraish SL Saqf Al-Sail 
Tal. 749871/2 
Fax. 749873 

Abdalt Amman 
PX). Box 926607 
Tal. 827271-3, 614504 
Fax. 649305 
Tlx. 23416 

Abu Alan da, Amman 
P.O. Box 351 
TeL 731451/2 
Fax. 732161 
Tlx. 23640 

Khrwbet EKSuq Office. 

Amman 

P.O. Box 351. Abu Aianda 
Knreibe! Ei-Siiq, Madaba Sl 
T el. 737550 
Fax 737650 

F9th Circle, Amman 
P.O. Box 141107 & 141108 
Tal. 696870-3 
Fax. 696874 
Tlx 23095 

Gardens. Arnman •90*''' 

P.O. Box 720 Tie’ Al All 
WasfiAi-TalSi 
TeL 68022. 686581 
Fax 686923 Tlx 23602 

Mecca Smet Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 141108 
Tel. 816524 
Fax 825691 

Suwtffeyya Office, Amman 
P.O. 80x141108 
TeL 817146 
Fax 825669 

Jabal Ammax Amman 

P.O. 60x 2711 

Abu Na'meh Building 

Near Zahran Police 

TeL 629479, 629835. 629821 

Fax 05812 

TTx 23733 

I n tercont i na n t a l Hotel Office. 

Amman 

P.O. Box 2711 

Tel. 644134 

Fax 649106 

- Raoffiow Street OffiGe,Anunan 
P.O. Box 271 1. Jabal Amman 
TeL 613715/6 
Fax 613717 

Waffi Saqra Street Office, 
Amman 

P.O. Box 2711. Jabal Amman 
TeL 617361/2 
Fax 617363 

Jabal Haaaein. Amman 

P.O. Box 8348 

Khaled Ben Ahwalead Sl 

TeL 640237. 614247, 614819, 

614820 

Fax 649337 

Tlx 21154 

Al Hussein Camp Office, 

Amman 

P.O. Box 834S. Jabal Hussain 
Alawdah St. 

Tel. 614891/2 
Fax 614893 

M Nuzha Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 8348. Jebal Hussein 
Nuzha Sl 
T el. 687945/6 
Pax 687947 

King Hussein’s Sports City 

OtfiM, Amman 

P.O. Box 8348, Jabal Hussein 

Tel. 687951/2 

Fax 687953 

Tareq Mun Id parity Office. 

Amman 

P.O. Box 9348, Jabal Hussein 
Tareq St 
TeL 04121/2 
Fax 692143 

Jabal Luweibdeh. Amman 

P.O. Box 9105 
TeL 638573, 649295 
Pax 649296 
11x21854 

AUJubmha. Amman 
P.Q. Box 15, Jubeiha 
The University of Jordan Sl 
T el. 832180. 848841, 847047 
Pax 632181 
Tbe. 21639 

Mahatta StraaL Amman 
P..Q. Box 6804 
TeL 6S1375-7 
Fax 01773 
Tlx 21463 

.Jabal Afnasr Office. Amman 
P.0. Box 6904, Mahaip 
Ibn Alimad Al-Hanbali Sl 
T eL 8BS272/3 
Fax 888274 

Jabal AL-Tc) Office. Ammen 
P.O. Box 6904, MehattB 
Jabal ALTaj. Ta] Main Sl 
T eL 750806/7 
Fax7S080B 


North Hashimi Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 004. Mahana 
TeL SSSISI,? 

Fax 88810 

Marka. Amman 
P.O. Box 1540 
TeL 010080. 889283/4 
Fax 886570 
Tlx 2100 

Hltteen Camp Office (SchnBlerl 
P.O. Box 15450 
King Hussein Street 
TeL 88033. 89620 
Fax 89620 

Shmetsairi. Amman 
P.O. Box 950546 
TeL 60131. 07115 
Fax 670564 
Tlx 23093/4 

Queen AEa Airport Office 
P.O. Box 950546 
TeL (08)51204. 51707 
Fax (0)51204 

Suweile h , Amman 
P.O. Box 175 

TeL 84106. 0170, 80753 
Fax 01 10 
Tlx 2390 

AI-Baq’eOffice 
P.O. Box 146 
Ai-Bao‘a Camp 
Al-Quds Sod^ Bldg. 

Tei. 72041/2 
Fax 72041 
Tlx 2390 

Applied Sciences University 
Office 

P.O. Box. 175. Suweileh 
Shafo Badran 
Tel. 842213 
Fax 84101 

Fuheis Office Fufieis 
Fuheis - Mah^ Circle 
55 Shubak Al-Alali, Fuheis 
Tel. 720658/9 
Fax 720741 

Wadi Sear, Amman 
P.O. Box 140025 
Tel. 81011/2 
Fax 82301 
71x2390 

Al lets’ University Office 
P.O. Box 140025. Bayader 
Wadi Saar 

Queen Alia Inti Airpen Rd. 

Tel. (0)4150 
Fax (0)4150 

Wadi Seer Industrial Area 
Office. Amman 
P.O.Box1400^ 

Bayader Wadi Seer 
TeL 81011 
Fax 82301 
Jordan Universtty for 
Women Office 
- P.O. Box 140025, Bayader 
Wedi Seer 
TeL 71201/2 
Fax 71280 

Mar] Ai-Hamam Office, 

Amman 

P.O. Box 140025. Bayader 
Wadi Seer 

Mari Al-Hamarri Square 
Tei. 71401 
Fax 71051 

WahdaL Amman 
P.O. Box 1600 & 620945 
Souk Alknodar Almarkazi Sl 
T el. 7711220, 70123 
Fax 74402 
Tlx 2104 

Al Asfirafieh Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 1600 
Tel. 74601/2 
Fax. 7A6893 

Madabe Street Office, 

Amman 
P.O. Box 1600 
TeL 7468010 
Fax 74017 

Res Al Ain Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 1600 
Tel. 740S1/2 
Pax 7400 

Varmeuk Street Office, 

Amman 
P.O. Box 1600 
Tel. 746771/2 
Fax. 748773 

A#— K» 

P.O. Box 37 
Assouk Anliari Sl 
T el. 31354S-7 
Fax. 313447 
Tlx 62329 

IrUd 

P.O, Box 16 
King Aodulla Square 
Tel. 242251/2, 244513 
Fax 27706 
Tlx. 51539 

Al Husn Office. Al Husn 
P.O. Bex 16. Irbid 
West! Al-Tel Sl 
T ei. (02)210701 
Fax and Tei. (02)21002 

EMoun Office. Irfaid 
P.O. Box 16, Irbid 
Shafiq Irsh^at SL 
TeL 276145/6 
Fax 278147 

Palastin $L Office, Irbid 
P.a Box 40, Irbid 
Td. 279496/7 
Fax 27940 


25 branches located in all m^or cities and business centers 
in addition to its head office, which is situated in Tunis. Six 
branches were opened during 1993; Nahrawes (Hammam- 
et), Le Kram, Ariana, Chorbene, Sousse Khezama and Sfax 
Grenda. 

During 1993, Arab Tunisian Bank continued its solid per- 
fonnance. Total revenue grew by 19.3% to reach TUD 42.3 
million. Net income after tax for the year reached TUD 5.1 
million compared to TUD 4.6 million in 1992, representing 
an increase of 11.9%. 

Total assets expanded to TUD 491.4 million from TUD 
424.4 rrainon. The Bank's balance sheet total including con- 
tra accounts was increased to TUD 666.3 mDfion compared 
to TUD 598.4 million at the end of 1992. in harmony witii 
the authorities' endeavours to achieve ectmomic growtii, tiie 
Bank increased its ban portfoib by 21.2% to reach TUD 
293.9 milfion. Depo^ and other accounts grew by 17.7%, 
reflecting the efforts of the management to expand its esder- 
nal sources of funds. Shareholders' equity induding net in- 
come reached TUD 26.5 million compared to TUD 24.2 mil- 


lion at the end ofl 99Z 

In 1993, Arab Tunisian Lease was incoiporated with a 
capital of TUD 6.0 million. It is controlled by Arab Tunisian 
Bank which has a partiebation of 55% of its capital IDEE, a 
data processing company of Arab Tunisian Bank, which 
was incorporated in 1992, is now fidly operational. 

ARAB BANK AQ 

Arab Bank A& in FrankfurL a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Arab Bank Pic, was incorporated in December 1992. The 
Bank started operations in /^>ril 1993 with a full commerctel 
banking license and the ability to branch in the EC. Accord- 
ingly, it is expected tiiat Arab Bank AG wQI play a significant 
role in promoting Arab European trade and economb co- 
operation. The Bank's authorized and paid-in-capital is 
DEM 50.0 milfion. It provides its customers with a full range 
of banidng services inducing irwe^ments and treasury 
products. 


able to augment its assets to DEM 150.2 mMon and the bal- 
ance of its letters of credt and letters of guarantee to 
55.6 millien. At the end of 1993 the Bank's balance sheet in- 
cluding contra accounts reached DEM 205.6 miHon. The 
funds were mainly composed of DEM 102.2 mNon in de- 
posits and other accounts and DEM 50.0 mifiion in capHaL 

Total revenue for 1993 reached DEM 4.2 mitttofl, a loss of 
E£M 2.1 rruirion being recorded for Sie year. The negteive 
results are wBhin the expectations of the management due 
to the limited period of operations as weli as to the wrtte-off 
of estabCshmmt expenses. There is strong evidence that 
the performance of the Bank in tiie coming years wifi be 
much better, tetidng into condderation ^ volume of tts busi- 
ness and the good relations between Germany and the Arab 
worldL 

The Board of Arab Bank Pic takes this opportunity at the 
end of its term of office to express its apprectaUon to the 
customers of Arab Bank Group for their trust cmd confidence 
and to the staff for their lenity and dedicated work. 



During its first she months of full operations, the Bank was The Board of CNroetors 


ARAB SANE BRANCHES^ SISXEIRy SUBSIDIARY AND ASSOOIAT^ED COMPANIE)S ambaustraualto. 


Hakama Office. Irbid 
P.O. Box 16, Irfaid 
TeL 08140/1 
Fax 08142 

Ramtha Office, Rarrrtha 
P.O. Box 16, Irbid 
Nasser ALTallaq Sl 
T el. (02)282761-2 
Fax and Tal. (02)28270 

Jerash 
P.O. Box 10 
Tel. 4S150-S 
Fax 45260 
Tlx 54502 

Ajloun Office, Ajlotui 
P.O. Box 10, Ajloun 
Ajloun Sl. Amman 
TeL (041462^ 

KmIc 

P.O. Box 94 

TeL 01253/4, 333461 

Fax 35340 

Tlx 63001 

Ma'an 

P.O. Box 10 
TeL 331740-2 
Fax 332569 

Petra Office, Petrs 
P.O. Box 0. Wadi Muss 
Petra City Visnors’ Centre 
Tel. (03)336435/6 
Fax and Tel. (0)33640 

Wadi Mttsa Office, Waefi Musa 
P.O, Box SO. Wadi Musa 
Tal. (0133602/3 
Fax. (03)33504 

Madaba 

P.0.BOX586 

TeL 54017. 543921 . 

Fax 54170 

Mafraq 
P.O. Box 296 
Tel. 43107. 43107 
Fax 43205 

RussaHa 
P.O. Box 351 
TeL 01168. 95101 
Fex 01662 
Tlx 41504 

Awejan Office, RusseHi 
P.O. Bex 01 

Main St. Awajan Junction 
TeL (0)02474 
Fax (0)902475 

Sahab (Industrial City) 

P.O. Box 4 
Tel. 722107.72270 
Fax. 72270 
Tlx 23726 

Skit 

P.O. Bex 60 
Tel. S54835-7 
Fax 553247 

DeirAlla 
P.O. Box 10 
TeL 101573137/8 
Fax. (0)573184 

Zerfca 

P.O. Box 145 
King Hussain Sl 
T el.98301C 
Fax. 0^22 
Tlx 41421 

Al Hussnn District Office. 
Zarica 

P.O. Box 145 
Bab AKvaad SL 
Sufchneh Junction 
Tel. 996191/2 
Fax 9010 


Ghuwtirieh Office. Zerica 
P.O. Box 145 
King Ghazi Sl 
T ei. 07481/2 
Fax 07483 

IGng Talal SL Office. Zerka 
P.O. Box 145 
TeL 90094Q/1 
Fax. 900942 


Qffeher* Banking Unit 

Manama 

P.O. 80X813 
Govemmem Sl Manama 
Centre 

Tel. 21220, 275303 
Pex 231640 
Tlx. 6647. 8657 

Commercial Branches 

Managameiit 

PO.BOX30 

Tel, 20988 

Fax 210443 

Tlx 6232, 064, 8407 

Manama 
P.O. Box 30 
Government Sl 
T el. 20988 
Fax 210443 
Tlx 032. 820 

QudaMya 

P.O. Box 240 

Shaikli issa Al-KhabirSt 

Al-Mousa Building. Manama 

Tel. 258438 

Fax 271266 

Tlx 7173 

Muharraq 

P.O. Bex 2220 

Shaikh Hamad St 

isu Ai-Hadi Buildi^ No. 255 

Tei. 34360 

Fax 343584 


Baging R ep r a a a n t ati wa Office 
5-01A, Gtie Building 
18%Jianguo Menwai Dajle 
Tei. S0022S5 ExL 010 
Fax. 500320 
Tlx 2270 


Area Office, Nicosie 
P.O. Box 570 
2B Santaroza Avenue 
Tel. 457111 
Fax 45780 

Tlx 5717, 480 (Dealing Room) 

M fPffwa 

P.O. Box 560 
28 Santaroza Avenue 
Te). *57111 
Fax 367741 
Tlx.500 

Lamaes 

P.O. Box 05 

18 Gregoris Afxentiou Avenue 
Tel. 62520 
Fax. 62087 
Tlx. 5470 

Limass^ 

P.O. Box 340 
160 A, Archbishop 
Makarios III Avenue 
Tal. 01678 
Fax. 0102 
Tm. 5032 

Paphos 
P.O. Box 540 
Z3. St Paul's Avenue 
TeL 243363 

Fai.ii«4W8, ..... . ... - 

Tlx. 407 


Egypt Area Management 
P.O. Box 68. El-Mohandesseen 
50 Geziret El Arab St. 
El-Mohandesseen - Cairo 
Tel. 3029069, 3029010/1, 
029066 (Dealing Room) 

Fax. 0000 
Tix 21794/5 

Cairo 

P.O. Box 2006 

28 Tala't Harb Sl 

Tel. 574630, 5746218, 76720 

Fax 574610 

Tlx 21401.22963.2320 

(Dealing flooml 

El-Mehendesseen. Cairo 
P.O. Box 0, El-Mohandesseen 
0 Jazirat El Arab SL 
Tel. 024437-9 
Fax. 02900 
Tlx 22432, 22433 

Hefiopo&s. Cairo 

P.O. tex 2352 Horrya Post 

48 Beirut Street 

Tel. 2909578/9 

Pax 2906064 

Tlx. 23453 , 23457 

Alexandria 
P.O. Box 240 
21 Tala't Harb Sl 
T el. 482607. 4826SS0 
Fax 482050 
Tlx 55232. 0111 


Paris 

P.O. Box 319 
7530 Paris Cedex 0 

26 ave. des Champs Elysees 0008 

Tel. 4303434 
Pax 42890978 
Tlx. 642443 

Cannes 

45/47 La Croisette 
06400 Cannes 
Tel. 9330101 
Tlx. 642443 


GREECE 

Athens 

P.O. Box 30357 
10 Stadiou Sl 
GR 10033 Athens 
Tal. 3255401-10. 0051S (Deal- 
ing Room) 

Fax 320519 

T)x 219922. 219538 219593. 

221S84(Dea^Reom) 


Roma 

P.O. Box 745 
Piazza Venezia N. u 
0187 Rome 

Tel. 69940479-81. 6041157-9 
Fax 6795601 

Tlx 624161, 62410 (Dealing 
Room) 

S. KOREA 

Seoul 

CJ^.O. Box 1331 
Daewoo Center BMg. 17th Floor 
541, 5-Ka. NanKJaermoTMo 
. Chung-Ku. Seoul 
TeL 75702* 

Fax 7570124 

Tlx 3410. 29848 (Dealing 
Room) 


Regional Manegcmant. 

Befaut 

P.O. Box 11-1015 

Tel. 370122.370115. 30533. 

643412-4, 643672-4 

Fax. 8010. 00357022284 

(Thru Cyprus! 

Tlx 070. 22282. 20644, 4O103. 
20704, 2004. 21172 (Dealing 
Room) 

Beirut 

P.O. Box 11-1015 

Tel. 860474/5. 80072. 80780. 

81005. 80260 

Fax. 86001. 03S7022284 

iThru Cvprusl. 00357951580 

(Thru Cyprus) 

TTx 2290. 2203. 4306 

Dora, Beirut 

P.O. Box 80640 

Bourj Hammoud 

TeL 582214. 582217. 50409 

Fax 5040 ExL 220 

Tlx. 43601/2 

Mazra’a, Beirtit 

P.O. Bex 1525 

Comiche Al Mazra'a 

Tel. 01641. 315843, 31028. 

305328. 016320 

Tlx. 2049. 40473 

Ras BeiruL Beirut . 

P.O. Box 5187 
Hamra - Ras Beinil 
Tel. 86356B/9 34S684 
Fax 34160 
TU. 44508. -07 

Venfun, Beirut . - 
P.O. Box 14-520 
Verdun Street 

Tel. 81000. 0260. 80780. 

0O474«. 868738/9 
Fax 86001 
Tlx 22893. 43656/7 

Chtoura 
P.O. Box 10 

TeL 84240. 862860. 842415 
Pax 862860 
Tlx 2220, 20644 

Sflida 

P.O. Box 10 

Risd Selh Street 

Tel. 70923. 72401, 722072 

Fax 721482 

Tlx 47161 

Tripoli 

P.O. Sex 379 

Boulevard Street 

Tel. 40111-3,4012O-4, 37040- 

Fax. 433033, 0057952250 

(Thru Cyprus) 

Tlx 4192a 4015 

Zahrcfh, Tripoli 
P.O. Box 379 
Tel. 61051 

Mine, Tripoli 
P.O. Bex 379 

Tel. 628064, 60090. 602364 


Doha 

P.O. Bex 172 

01 AK Bin Abdulla St. 

Tel. 437979 

Fax. 410774 

Tlx. 4202, 470 


Ajman 
P.O. Box 17 

Shaikh Rashid Ainaimi Sl 
T al. 422431 
Fax 42071 
Tlx 0647 

Al Maktoum StreeL 
Dubai 

P.O. Bex 11364 
Tel. 228845 
Fax. 20974 
Tlx. 0126. 47402 

Oetra 

P.O. Box 1650 

Salah Eddine Aiayyubi St. 

TeL 221231 

Fax. 233749 

Tlx. 45442 

Fujairah 
P.O. Box 300 
Shaikh Zayed SL 
Tel. 222050 
Fax 22*024 
11x89051 

Res Alkhaimeh 
P.O. Box 4972 
Oman SL Nakheil 
Tel. 228437/8 
Fax. 02337 
Tlx. 010 

Sharjah 
P.O. Box 130 
Alaurooba St. 

Tal. 35304/5 
Pax 3571 0 
Tlx 6023 


UNITED KINGDOM 

' Cfty Bfrnnch, London 
P.O, Box 138 
IS Moorgate 
London EC2R 6LP 
Tel. 3158500. 315870 (Dealing 
Room), 3158600 (Visa Centre) 
Fax 6007620. 600020 (Visa 
Centre) 

Tlx 887110. 887119. 884429 
(Dealing Room). 88430 
(Dealing Roomi 

Kenaington High Street, 

London 

P.O. Box 10 

118 Kensington High Street 
London W8 7SO 
Tel. 073547-9 
Fax. 075096 • 

Tlx 8080 

Park Lana, London 
P.O. Bex 4NE 
131 Park Lane 
London W1Y 3AO 
Tel. 401S0 
Fax 3S5430 
Ttx 24818 

UNTTED STATES OF AMERICA 

New York 

P.O. Box 5377 

S20 Madison Avenue 

New York. NY 10022-4237 

Zip Code 1010 

Tel. 715970 

Fax. 5934632 (Credit OepD, 
2233175 lOperanons) 

Tlx 17730. 177371 (Dealing 
RoomI, 238770 


Alsndd SL. Doha 
P.O. Box 3058 
Tel. 42055-9. 4200 
Pax. 447218 
Tlx 4480 


SINGAPORE 

Singapore 
0 Raffles Place 
HEX 55-01 UOB Plan 1 
Singapore 0104 
Tel. 533000 
Fax 5322150 
Tlx 22955ffi 


Madrid 

C/P de la CasteUana, Na 31-5 
2046 Madrid 
Tal. 3084290 

Fax 3086484 (Operadona Dept) 
3086482 (BusinesaDav. Oepc) 

Tlx. 44004 

UNITED ARAB EMRATES 

UAE. Branchea Cantre, 

Abu Dhabi 
P.O.Box87S ■ 

Tel. 334111 
Fax 33640 
11x24195, 22257 

Abu Ohabi 
P.O. Sox 875 

Hamoudah Building Khalifa Sl 
T eL 334111 
Fax 33640 
Tlx 22257. 2410 

Alain 

P.O. Box 1212 

Planning Sl Ooek Tower 

Saeed Sultan Al Darmeki Bhto. 

Tel. 641328, 64130 

Fax 664913 

Tbc.3350 


YEMEN REPUffiJC 

Sana'a 

P.O. Bex 475 & 1301 

Zubain Road 

Tel. 27650. 276585-93 

Fax.276583-4 

Tlx. 2641,2239 


Aden 

PO. Sox 510, MeHa. Aden 
Madram Street 
Tel. 242099, 24043 
Pax 24200 
11x230 

Hedeida 
P.O. Box 012 
Sana'a Sl 

Tel. 20166/7, 23990 (Cradk 
Facilines Dept,) 

Fax 211557 
Tlx. 5S23. 5690 

Talz 

P.O. Bex 5234 

Jamal Abdul Nasser St 

Tel.231S23/S 

Fax 21047 

Tlx 011, 8977 


SIFTER. SUBSIDIARY 
AND ASSOCIATED 
COMPANIES 

^^BAnKtSWn^BOJWDl 

Zur/c/i 

P.O. Sox 5281 
Limmatquai 92 
CH- 8022 Zurich 
Tel. 207111 
Fax 20730 
Tix 812279. 813164 

Geneva 

P.O. Box 106 

1. quai du Mom-Blanc 

CH-121lGa^1 

Tel. 7151211 

Fax 732240 

71x412370 


Main Offlex SyibwK 

Lave) 9, Nab House 
20 (aeorge Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 
Tel. 20410. 2323844 
(Dealing Room) 

Fax. 2215428 

Tlx. 120520. 27347 (Dealing 
Room) 

BtnkstOftm Branch, Sydney 
Rastweil Plaza 
Comet of Restwcll Street & 
South Terrace 
Banksiown NSW 200 
Tei. 70737SS 
Fax. 790043 
Tlx 120520 

Campsif Bmncffc Sydhey • 
20 Beamish Sl. 

Campsia NSW 2194 
Tel. 78721 0 
Fax 718004 
Tlx 120520 

Parramatta Brandt SydkHK 
42 Macquarie Sl 
P arramatta NSW 200 
Ta). 80760 
Fax 037830 
Tlx. 12020 


ARAB BANK MUSITIW AG 

Vianna 

P.O. Box 10 

Scilersianell 

A - 1015 Vienna 

Tel. 5134Z40. 513490 (Dealing 

Room) 

Fax S1342409 

Px. 135313. 133762 (Dealing 
Room) 


AHABBANKAG 

Frankfurt 

P.O. Box 10127 

Neue Mainzer StrasM 57 

D - 6001 Frankfurt am Main 

Tel. 24250 

Fax 235471 

Tlx 414249 


^NMCEACCOUfTTANCr. 

MOHASSABASJL 

G eneva 
P.O. Box 150 
2. rue Thalb^ 

CH - 1211 Geneva 1 
TeL 7326003. 732660 732660 
Fax 707229 
Tlx. 412489 

ARAB TUMStAN BANK 

Ganarai Mknagamant Tania 
P.O. Box 520 

9. rue de la Monnaie 
Tunis 101 

Tel. 3020. 30147. 01040, 

01155 

Fax 349278 

Tlx. 1S293. 13065, 1420 

EFJizra 
P.O. Box 520 
21. rue El-Jarira 

100 Tunis RP 

Tei. 349830, 34890, 2S8841 
Fax 0107 
The. 1520 

Atohammad V 

10, avenue Mohammed v 

101 Tunis 

Tel. 34801. 34800S, 34990 
Fax 0101 
Tlx. 1300 


S/ax 

49. avemie Habib Bourguiba 
300 Sfa,-; 

Tal. 0111.0142 
Fax 29211 
Tlx 40737 


OMA/V AJUB BAMT dlA.a 

Mad Offlea andihnvf MWh 
Branch 

P.O. Box 2010, Ruwi 
112Ruwi 

Te). 70265ffi. 706277, 70161/2 
Fax. 797736. 702792 (Dealing 

Room) 

p4. 3691. 3285. 360 (Dealing 
Room) 

A*b«aim PMace Mnra/ OOBoL 
And 

P-O.Box01O.RtWR 
112 Ruwi 
Tei 736314 
Pax 79960 


Khtni«lr 

P.O. Box 2010, Ruwi 
112 Ruwi 

Tel. 603455, 603520 
Fax 602948 
Tlx 076 

Muarah 

P.O. Box 10, Ruwi 
112 Ruwi 
TeL 714379 
Fax. 714378 
Tlx 3623 

MfifMVf 

P.O. Box 01. Muscat 
13 Muscat 
Tei. 736834, 73S246 
Fax 738803 
Tlx 3285 


P.O. Boxtel.Museet 

211SaMah 

TeL 29200 

Fax 29600 

Tlx 701 

Behar 

P-0. Box 629. Muscat 
311Sohar 
TeL 842376. 842378 
Fax 842377 


ARAB BANK MA/tOC 
GanaratManagama n t, 


P.O. Box 1010 
174, boulevard Mohamad V 
TeL 223152. 27012 
Fax 200233. 275823 
Tlx 22943. 060 

4/ Rda Avamix CeubliDca 

P.O. Box 4546 
40. boulevard El-Fidt 
Tet. 28801 

P.O. Box20S 

57, boulevard Mohamad SIsoui 
Tel. 621803, 62180 
Fax 621836 
Tlx 51784 

Marrakaeh 

P.O.Box693.Gueliz 

Place de la Libert* 

Boulevard Mouly Al-Hasaan- 
Gualiz 

Tel. 43440, 4010 
Pax 431418 
Tlx 72775 

' rSbm" -rrl! ' 

P.<X 440 ■' ? 

1 avenue AilaLBeqAbdeiiah 

Td. 728314. 726319. 726327 

Pax 70162 

71x36032 


Tanjah 
P.O. Box 666 

43. boulevard Mohammed 5th 
Tel. 9*0603. 940710 
Fax. 940774 
71x33015 


ARAB NATIONAL BANK 
Ganaral Managamaot 

Riyadh 

P.O. Box 56921 
King Faisal Sl 
N orth Murabbs 
Riyadh 11564 
TeL 402900 
Fex. uuznn 
Tlx *0260 

AhSHtaao. Riyadh 
P.O. Box 41095 
Riyadh 11521 
Tel. 477105/6 " 

Fax 4771027 
Tlx. 40260 

Riyadh 
P.O. Box 26 
Batha Sl 
R iyadh 11411 
Tel. 4024111 
Fax 4024111 
Tlx. 401026 

At-Khodar 
P.O. 80x37 
Al-Khobar 31952 
Tel. 04860 
Fax. 04270 
Tlx. 870053 


Daam ta m 
P.O. Box 18 
KingSt 

Dammam 31411 

Taf. 8323440, 8333577 

Fax. 8337829 
Tlx 652570 

MadhtaRoa^Jaddah 

P.O. Box 9463 
Jeddah 21413 
TeL 6600272 
Fax 011320 
Tlx 60340 
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Mexico becomes 
OECD member 


MfeXICO CITY IR) — Mex- 
ip>|s President Ctulos Salinas 
de Cortari said Thursday his 
Country has joined the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development 
(OECD), also known as the 
"^rich nations’ club.” 
•''“Today, Mexico has joined 
oiie of the most important eco- 
nomic organisations in the 
world, the OECD.” Mr. Sali- 
nas said in a speech at the 
presidential residence Los 
Knos. 

‘ 1 The surprise announcement 
was likely to give a much- 
needed boost to Mexico's eco- 
nomic stature, which has been 
battered by a peasant uprising 
in the southern state of 
Chiapas and Wednesday's 
assassination of ruling pres- 
idential party candidate Luis 
Donaldo Colosio. 

Mexico has been lobb>ing 
for some time to join the 
OECD, a Paris-based think 
tank whose members include 
the world's richest nations. 
Mexico's inclusion will raise 
OECD membership to 25 
states. 

' The last country admitted 
.was New 21ealand in 1973. 

'“.Membership to the OECD 
iwill p've Mexico greater pre- 
.sence among industrialised na- 
tions. particulariy in Europe,” 
Mr. Salinas said in a spe^. 

.'The OECD recently pub- 
lished a report on Mexico out- 
. lining the country’s remarkable 
rran^ormation mm a mainly 
rural, commodity-exporting 
country in 1940 to the world's 
thirteenth largest economic 
pPY«r today. 

of 1992, Mexico's per 
.capita income •— measured as 
. purehasiiig power parity — is 
' in the rao^ of that of the 
Mower-income OECD coun- 
Ctries, such as Greece, Portugal 
‘aod Tuitey, it said. 

[ ' There had been bumps along 
I. the way, not least hi 1982 when 
C Mexico defaulted on its exter- 
1 oaLdebt. setting off the whole 
Third World <febt crisis, but 
L the* outlook was now bri^t. 

; ^ report said. 

! "OECD bead of economic 
{ studies Stei^en Potter jaid re- 
r cemly Mexico's sucyes^owed 
I much to the balancing of the 
r state budget under Mr. Salt- 
' nas. In the 1980s the deficit 
r pgpqfhed the equivalent of 17 
f ? per cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP). 

s I is an adiievemem un- 

r pja^leled in OECD coun- 
tribs.” Mr. potter said. 

That fiscal stabilisation, plus 


France 
il. to use TV 
fin fight 
^ against 
;,-4inemployment 


E PARIS (R) — The French 
government. wTCStling record 
c unemployment, said it was en- 
t; listing state television to help 
~ bring the jobless numbers 
down by broadcasting job 
offers and tips for the unem* 
-ployed. 

With 3.3 million people out 
of work. France has a record 
unemployment rate of 12.2 per 
^ceni of the workforce. The 
^ jobless rate among young peo- 
*' "pic is rwicT as high. 

Communications Minister 
^‘Alain Carignon told reporters 
hCf -state television channel 
would broadcast up to 12 hours 
a day of job ofiers. rips for the 
unemployed and reports about 
•’^■ohemployment. for’ a three 
' wrek trial period from March 
28. 

The new programme, dub- 
bed “Telemjrfoi'’ (Jobs T^'), 
comes amid increasingly vio- 
•'lem street protests by young 
people in Paris and the pro- 
L \inces against a new wage lau'. 
aimed at increasing the num- 
^bCF of jobs for the young by 
cutting the minimum wage. 

'Some 65 million francs 
(S10.6 mtllion) have been set 
;^>4side for the new programme, 
'including television advenise- 
m'ents about it on other chan- 
nels. Mr. Carignon said. 

The jobs programme wi]] be 
broadcast during the day on a 
channel currently used solely 
in the evening by the Franco- 
German an cultural station, 
which airs acclaimed "high- 
brow programmes but has few 
viewers. 

Labour Minister Michel 
Giraud called on journalists 
who will devise the new prog- 
ramme to ''be everything ex- • 
cept institutional sounding”, 
impertinent.” he said. 

Some of France's main em- 
ployers. including EDF state 
electricity board and Aerospa- . 
tiale aircraft and missile mak- 
er. are involved in designing 
the new jobs programme. 


the rescheduling of its external 
debt in 1989 and 1990, per- 
suaded investors to return to 
Mexico, allowing growth to 
tsdie off. 

The world's biggest priva- 
tisation programme and trade 
reforms also played a part in 
the Mexican recovery, culmi- 
nating in the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAF- 
TA) with the United States 
and Canada which took effect 
Jan. 1. 

Still, rural poverty, preca- 
rious employment conditions 
and addressed, the OECD said 
in its report. 

Meanwhile, the United 
States set up a $6 billion credit 
line for Mexico in a vote of 
confidence in the country fol- 
lowing the assassination of its 
leading presidential candidate. 

The so-called swap facility 

— which will be supplied 
equally by the Treasury De- 
partment and the Federal Re- 
serve is designed to help Mex- 
ico protect its cunency from 
speculative attacks. 

•'We're prepared to try to 
help,*’ President Clinton told a 
news conference. 

He said that Mexico’s in- 
stitutions remain ‘'fun- 
damentally strong" dispitc the 
assassination. 

Under the S6 billion swap 
facility set up by Washington, 
the United States will swap' 
dollars for pesos with Mexico 
so that the Latin American 
country has enough foreign ex- 
change reserves to head off a 
run on its currency. 

The swap will be unwound at 
some point in the future when 
pressure on the Mexican cur- 
rency abates. 

Vice President Albert Gore 
said Colosio's death would not 
stall the Mexican economy or 
harm NAFTA. 

“I dcMi't expect any of those 
things at all,” the vice presi- 
dent said in an interview on 
NBC-TV. 


DM, yen trade in narrow ranges against the U.S. doiiar 


This report is sidmUtted by Naser Nabolsi, |Mlvate d!»t 
group, Merrill Lyudi-Dubai 

Overview 

Fundamental view: The Japanese yen and Deutschemark both 
traded in unusually narrow ranges against the dollar this week 
in the absence of unexpeebK) news on key economic fun- 
damentals. The yen is awaiting developments in the ongmng 
U.S.-Japan trade dispute. Prospects for large Japanese current 
account surpluses to persist suggest that yen strength will 
continue and possibly intensify over the coming year. 

We maintain our six-month target of JPY/U.S.S 100 and our 
l2-month target of JPY/U.S.S 95. The DM is awaiting news on 
U.S. and German monetary policy developments. The 25 basis 
point hike in the U.S. federal funds rate on Tuesday and the 
eight basis point cut in the German repo rate on Wednesday 
were both widely anticipated and consequently had little 
impact on the DM/U.S.i exchange rate. 

We expect the mark to depredate to DM/U.S.S 1.80 in 12 
months because we believe the dedine in short-term ^rman 
interest rates will ex«ed maikct expectations. 

Technical view: In last week's comment we suggested that 
short term osdilators for the U.S. dollar index were oversold. 
This condition likely provided much of the ammunition for the 
most recent strength. For the week ended March 18 die index 
gained 0.7 per cent as the greenback rallied against eadi of the 
six major currendes that we mort regularly monitor. Even 
though medium term osdllaiors are still weak (and are 
expected to remain so far a while longer), upwardly biased 
short term osdilators are no worse than neutral. 

This suggests that last week’s rally may have more life left in 
it. Once this strength runs out. we would look for renewed 
weakness to at least test the recent low at 93.62. If that low is 
broken, further weakness to the 92.80 area would not be 
surprising. Although important reastanoe still exists at 97.50- 
98.00. there is now interim resistaace at 94.90-95.80. 

JaiMUiese Yen 

Fundamental view: The yen continued to trade in a surprising- 
ly narrow range near 106 JPY/U.S.S this week. *Ihe yen 
appeared insensitive to news regarding U.S. monetary de- 
velopments. That is consistent with our position that growth 
and interest differentials have little impact on the yen at times, 
such as the present, when Japan's current account surplus 
reaches extreme levels. The market is foosing almost exclu- 


sively on U.S.-Japan trade frictions, and there has been no 
evidence of a diange in U.S. dissatisfaction with progress to 
date despite a successful resolution of the cellular phone 
dispute. 

Even if Japan agr ee s to satisfy most of the U.S. demands for 
market access, we stiU expect a current account surplus of 
nearly S120 billion this year. That should help the yen to 
continue to trade in the JTY/U.S.S 1(X>-J10 ran^ for most of 
this year. We expect the yen to readi a new high of JFY/U.S.S 
95 in 12 months. 

Technical view: The Japanese yen fell 1.0 per cent against the 
U.S. dollar last week. This currency has been on the defensive 
for a month, but medium term momentum remains construc- 
tive. Now that short term osdilators are bottoming, the 
cunency is in portion to resume its long term U{KreiKi. 
Against this momentum background, sentiment indicators are 
Still no worse ^an neutral. On balance, therefore, we continue 
to diink that a challenge of the recent yen highs is still likely. 

b) that regard, a rally much through 101 JPY/U.S.S would 
allow for at least 98. Benchmark support remains 113-114, but 
intervening support at current levels and again at 109-110 
should be more important reference points in coming weeks. 

Dentsebemarfc 

Fundamental view: The Deutschemark continued to trade 
in a narrow range near DM/U.S.S 1.69 this week, awaiting 
news of monetary developments in the U.S. and Germany. 
The 2S basis point hike in the U.S. federal funds rate on 
Tuesday and eight basis poiikt cut m the German repo rate 
on Wednesday were both widely antidpated and consequently 
had little impact on the DM/U.S.S exdiange rate. A more 
dramatic Bnndttbank policy move, such as a discount rate cut. 
appears to be constrained 1^ M3 growth well above the target 
range. Favourable news on 1^ is unlikely in die near term, 
dimming prospects for a discount rate cut and a sharp 
weening in the DM. 

But we expect the mark to depredate to DM/U.S.S 1.80 in 
12 months because we believe the decline in short-term 
German interest rates will exceed market expectations. 
Technical view: The Deutschemark lost 0.6 per cent versus the 
U.S. dollar during the week ended March 18. While medium 
term momentum remains constructive and sentiment is only 
neutral, short term momentum is turnit^ down from an 
overbought condition. Thus, even though there should still be 
more life left in the rally from the February lows, immediate 
pressures should to be the downside. The former resistance at 


China shaken by labour disputes in ’93, report 


BELTING (AP) — More than 
10,000 labour disputes buf- 
feted communist China last 
year, fordng the government 
to launch a nationwide inspec- 
tion of factory working condi- 
tions, an ofraaJ report has 
said. 

The campaign is a sign of 
grave government concern tiiat 
gromng labour unrest could 
threaten sodal stability and the 
Communist Party’s grip on 


political power. 

There have been occassional 
reports of labour unrest, and 
the government has acknow- 
ledge that working omufitioiB 
must improve at factories. 

Two strikes over pay wen 
repotted last year at Japanese 
owned-factories in sootbern 
China, ^fidal media has re- 
ported on alleged oiistreat- 
ment of Chinese employees by 


forei^ managers, particularly 
those from neighbouring 
Taiwan and Hong Kong. 

Cbtna Daily quoted the 
labour ministry as saying the 
number of labour disputes 
soared last year. 

The newspaper dted a China 
electronic news report saying. 
there were more than 10,000 
labour disputes last year. It 
reported 2.353 disputes in tbe 
southern boomtown of Shenz- 


tsBfust in the first six months 
of 1993. 

China Daily provided no in- 
formation on the nature of the 
disputes other than to cite as 
an example a joint venture 
hotel in Shenzhen that owed 
238,000 yuan (S27300) in back 
salaries to employees. 

The inspection tour of fac- 
tories will ran from April 
through June, the report said 


Paris Club agrees to cut 
rV'bry Coast debt in half 


PARIS (R) ~ The Paris Club 
of official creditor nations has 
agreed to cut Ivory Coast's 
(febt in half, the French eco- 
nomy ministry said Friday. 

Ivory Coast has total exter- 
nal debt of some $21 bUion, 
malting it the wmid's most 
indebt^ country in per capita 
terms. 

The Paris Cub accord fol- 
lows an a^eonent between 
the West African nation and 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), on economic re- 
forms. 

Tbe agreement to cut the 
debt in i^f — so-called Trini- 
dad terms of debt relief — is 
better than Ivory Coast might 
have expected. It is ranked as a 


middle-income country, while 
Trinidad terms are usually 
offered only to die poorest 
countries. 

France however had prom- 
ised at the time of the de^ua- 
tioo of the CFA franc in Janu- 
ary to press for the best possi- 
ble terms of debt relim for 
franc zone countries, particu- 
larly middle-income countries. 

Less than half tiie exteiual 
debt is owed to official cre^ 
tors represented by tbe Paris 
Qub. according to tbe latest 
World Bank figures available. 

The economy ministiy said 
the Paris Qub met on March 
23 to discuss Ivory Coast's 
debt. Hie French treasury acts 
as secretary to the Paris Qub. 


“(Paris Qub members) bl- 
oomed the implementation, 
with the su]^x)Tt of the Inter- 
natkmal Mooetary Flind. of an 
economic adjustment prog- 
ramme and took note of tte 
very weak per capita nicome in 
Ivt^ Coast and the big 
cost of its justifying, in 
tiib case, exceptitmal treat- 
ment in terms of debt restiuo- 
toring.” die ministry statement 
said. 

The restructuring will be de- 
signed to cot the net i^esent 
value of the debt by 50 per 
cent. Creditor nations also 
agreed to meet in tiiree years’ 
time to discuss Ivoiy Coast’s 
stock of debt. 


Prices soar following Saudi 
ban on satellite dishes 


RIYADH (AP) — The price 
of satellite dishes has more 
than doubled in this conserva- 
tive Muslim kingdom ever 
since the government imposed 
a ban on them earlier this 
month. 

Shopkeepers who continue 
to clandestinely install the dis- 
hes are charging more than 

7.000 riyals ($1,866). com- 
pared to a pre-ban cost of 

3.000 riyals ($800) for a simple 
dish. 

The price of receivers, which 
are needed to decode recep- 
tion signals into images and 
sound, have also skyrocketed 
from 850 riyals ($227*) to 1 .500 
riyals ($400) for a U.S.-made 
brand. 

Although the March 10 ban 
threatened violators with fines 
of up to 500.000 riyals 
(S133.QQ0) and confiscation of 
their equipment, it did not 
specify whether compliance 
was retroactive. 

Even before the ban satellite 
dishes were never officially 
sanctioned, but thousands 
were sold. 

Most hotels, housing com- 
plexes and individual homeow- 
ners have yet to comply with 
the ban. Some houses have two 
or three dishes installed on 
rooftops to pull in more than 
100 stations from around the 
globe. 

Even before the ban. many 
owners had been hiding the 
dishes inside brick walls or 
under sheets of tarpaulin for 
fear of the “muttawa,” the 
volunteer religious police, 
which considers them to be 
un-lslamic. 

The so-called ’“keepers of 


the faith" went around 
smashing dish antennas on pri- 
vate apartment blocks in the 
capital to stop what they saw as 
a cultural invasion fr^ the 
skies. 

In this conservative kingdom 
which is ruled by Islamic laws, 
the state-run television even 
cuts out scenes of coufries 


holding hands from foreign 
films. 

The ban by the council cf 
ministers outlawed the import, 
manufaaure or installation ^ 
satellite dishes. 

It announced plans for a. 
cable system to ensure what is 
watched by Saudis “oonfonns 
to religious and social v^ues.” 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECACT FOR SATURDAY MARcfo 26, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll filter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

TiUle moOD ayeca Crom early 
Am tin late aftemooD make this 


a good period for getting 
tagdho' with piugreu^ frfeodt 
wno can give you 
ideas on bow to advance in your 
Ime of endeavour. 

-ARflESr (March 21 to April 19) 
Attending to rontioe chores eariy 
in the day wiD give you more 
tme to be with congenial friends 
and l o vri ones later. Cooperate 
more with others. 

TAURGS; (April 20 to 20) 
Yov bunches ate not good early 
in the day but later they are most 
-hdpW,-3otn good- friends- for 
Roeatioaal purposes and have a 
good time. 

GEMDO: (May 21 to Jone 21) 
Make piles to have Bore income 
in tbe dqn Aead. Take tine to 
■BipiOTe your appearance and 
you can easQy unpress others 
opedafly U^wr-ups. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
Jnly 21) Yon can now plan bow 
to have added abondance in tbe 
fe tur e. A wiser attitude toward a 
loved one brings exceOent resolts 
to you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Study the amotuit of effort 
ne e d e d to gain an important 
goal. Show that you wiD go to- 
any length to pleiw tbe one yon 
kwe with much afiectioo. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Hawfle any civic duties 
ahea d of you early m tbe day and 


later you can enjoy the locial 
side of life. Be happy and active 
in any eodeavonr. 

.UBRA: (Septenber 23 to Octo- 
ber 2^ Look over your sur- 
roundings and make pfams fx 
inproveiueDL Be sue to ooninti 
your leaoper at all times or you 
could hurt the ones you love. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Flan bow to com- 
irieie your r^ular chores wiib 
fewer interraptioDs and more 
efficsenqr. Soidy statements for 
pomiUe c iro is in your fevour. 

SAGriTARlUS: (November 22 
eo December 21) You could easi- 
W make a.co^ nustakejvbm 
finaniTS are concern^ so be 'on 
■tbe alert. Engage in yonr 
fevounte bobby and find much 
bappmess. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You may find it hard 
to get thiiip done early in die 
day, but later yon can »Mifg 
for lost time. Strive for in 
bapinnea and hannoDy. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Febraary 19) Get an early start 
on the tasks you have lo do 
mstead of eomptaining awH you 
get fine benefits from it in tiie 
fong run. Be logicaj in yonr. 
thinidng. 

FISCES: (Febrnaiy 20 to March 
20) Others around yon may seem 
pesaniinic about tte fiiture, but 
don’t let this iofineDce you. 
MamCain a cheerful manner to 
fece of any adiwnity. 


i'm 60IN6 IN TO TOUIN 
TO BUY V'ALENTINES FOR ALL 
TME QRL5 WHO LOVE ME.. 

■ — s- 






Mutton’ Jeff 



1 694-1.704 DM/U.S.$ should now act as supp<^, beyond 
that, we would look for something closer to l.^. 

A rafly back through 1.679 would ^low for « 

markfyen cross spent last week trading in ^ ran;^ 
While short tenn momentum 

oscillators remaining down, and pfhra 

as both chart and momentum resistance, the j^t-Frtro^ 

rally may wcU have peaked. With 

mountings a break below 59 would nominally set the stage 

55. 

Poimd Sterling 

Fundamental view: TTie British pound continued to fall a^nst 
the Deatsdiemark this week to DM/GBP 2.51, weighed down 
by speculation about a near-term interest rate cut to mitigate 
the impact of April tax hikes. The pound is pfennigs 

below its recent early-January peak versus the DM. Recent 
data indicate weakness in retafi sales and consumer senoment, 
but suiprising strengtii in the labour maricet should help to 
maintain consumer confidence. 

We expect' the pound to rise to DM/GBP 2.70 in 12 months 
as short-term DM interest rates fall by 150 basis poinK 
compared to little or no fall in sterling rates. The pound 
continues to trade at U.S.S/GBP 1.49. We expect the pound to 
depredate to U.S.S/GBP 1.46 in 12 months as short-term 
doiiar interest rise modestly. 

Technical view: The British pound declined 0.6 per cent versus 
the U.S. dollar last week. Sentiment is now neutral and wih 
medium term momentum continuing to offer little definition, 
the top in short term oscillators tate on added importance. 
While a move back to 1.48-1.49 :/U.S.$ or lower would not be 
surprising, our longer term parameters remain unchanged. 

A dedsive breakdown from tbe trading range (i.e., below 
$1.46) wt^d allow for at least a test of foe 1993 low near $1 .43 
and posdbly longterm support at $1.40-Sl.42.The$1.50-S1.51 
range is foe vieu^ as fi^ resistance. A rally through second 
resistance at $1.55 would set the stage for a challenge of the 
long term benchmark at $1.60. The DM cross-rate dropped to 
a new 1994 how last week. Both short and medium term 
momentum osdilators are now weak. Support is at 2.S0-2.S1. 
Resistance has been lowered to 2J6-2J7. 

Arab fund lends Syria 
$87m for power 

DAMAS(HJS (R) — The Arab Fund for Economic and Soda] 
Development has agreed to lend Syria 30 million Kuwaiti din^ 
($87 ntiOion) to finance an electridty project. 

Abdol Latif A1 Hamad, board chairman and director-general of 
foe Kuwait-based fund told Reuters foe loan, to help Syria 
overcome power shorta^, had a soft interest rate of 3.5 per cent. 
It is replayable in 20 years 'with a five-year grace. 

Sheikh Hamad and Syrian minister of state for planning signed 
tbe accord at a ceremony in Damascus. 

Officials said the money would help finance construction of 
three gas-fed electiidfy generation units in foe Zayzon area near 
the central dfy of Edieb, some 300 kfiometres north of Damascus. 

Tbe $126-miliion project has already been awarded to Italy's 
Hat group and construction is to start shortly. It will be complete 
in lo months, with tbe first unit going into commission twe 
months earlier. 

The project is part of a $1.3 billion scheme tbe government hr 
launched to bi^ new generation capadty of about 1.8T 
lo^wans to meeta shortage wfaic h-fop ced pc^r cuts of aroui 
ax faouis a day. Rationing was nedurea recently ..to ..around 
■Bo.bis‘*a'day.''' ‘ 
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Unocrambls these lour Jumblos. 
one letter to each square, to ftxm 
fourottieia^ words. 
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WHEN Hl$ COFF=EE 
56RVEP COLC? 
nr LEFT HIM 


Now atrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday^ 


Printanswerhers: Ullll Jl 

{Answers Monday) 

Jumblas: BANAL COLON SPLEEN IMBUED 
Artswer Whaitfdthejantiordowhenhewonthe 
lottery? — HE CLEANED UP 


THE Daily Crossword b,G.„,.u„„ha« 


ACROSS 
1 Carpet hrpe 
5 Imperment 
spMch 
SSolong 

13 Predicainem 

14 Leave out 

15 Kind of bear 

18 Christiania, now 

17 Brsakwater 

18 Nearly 

19 Eye Wop 

20 Baked pudding 
22 Point of view 

24 — ammoniac 

25 Mysterious 
281nadditlen 
33 Swiftness 

36 Pub prejecais 
38 ~ facto 
S Montreal playsr 

40 Stroll 

41 Purmy Ben 

42 ''Love has never 
known—” 
(Whittier} 

ASOutofthesterm 

44 Calm 

45 Wrote 

47 TtealMS pism 
49 Test she 
51 Shoulder 
’iwespen 
54 1492 ship 





9 SoBloquy start 

10 Much 

11 Drawn tagtn 

I 2 cn»<w 

60 Fsdora material 15 neasao 

62 Toward the left. 21 Welklrassed 
nauticaRy 23 Majors of TV 

63 Fishhook tip 26 Matinee — 

64 npwtog agetn 27 Artist's stand 

65 Embankment 29 Menu 

66 Catchall phrase; 30 October 

„ *“*'• birthsione 

f7AstestaplB 31Joi>aafetyagcy 
S||?!![?‘ ' 32 Coneervrtve 

o9 Freeway strip . 33 Ratfletrao 
TOSmalbeuft. - 34Wheai^ft 

® Parr of mules 

1 37 Lively dance 

lOseharged 40”CaliMe~- 

2 Hebrew propnet 4 a Black cuckoo 

3 Part of EAP - 46 (Sladden 

4 ^jAiversity • = 46 Suitable lor 


ranraoH [ 

iPii 

ranHRGiH 

*300130 I 

nniii 

nrag one 

ra00 nRp 


ftttzle Solved: 



3 Dark and 
rfoomy 
oGodof love 
7 Farm structure 
6Frets 


pkiwing 
SO Tower of — 

52 On the up*anc- 


|4 — oi the senh 
ff Copycat 
K star 


SSPro- 
SSQum'stand 
91 Forest 
unit 
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sBimiir's niB 



k«U BUK 
^Momi nncKu. 


pbt m vwaa iT uax 
□no&TRM, Bcvnomnn bmk 

™ bqbbiib uo 
mBM sBLr un 
™ •«»«■ zrasBBix Un 

ISLAHZe BUK 
MBm XSUMie BUKADf 

BDSZMESS BUK mww 

Maaui SMvaaiatT t rbucb bu 

nmsmn bmk. 


RU mrmuTi 
JflMHH Vmci 1XSII3JJIQ2 
mVIUltL nBDRUKI 


LZfB & MCZ9UT OBBIUBQ 
mr moHMieB 
mBUOAH Baemzc tauwn 
BBZD DXmZCT nBCilCm 


MiiMwiKmi. aena 
xn»M mnoKXL ssmx»e L&m 
aoRM notm , cpk rramri 
W TTO iM Mosruuo SKOUBM 



nrauc rwiTiii, 1 1 mbcb 
MUNI ranaun 
JWBMI BuoreR 


m aQRaM kills 

UUB HUINKKBrXeu. MUD 
MROMI SBRUae ZaSOSBUS 


ne JOBBU Pins msmenBOM 
nnu p»m » rawiBeiMK mennss 
m ptnuc Kzvzae 
mu nffinffm Demeans 
CTznziK t tfXAvure 
ksns TKBDSaUKS 


WJBUS 


nu AL DMh DIVBOPian » iSWMlMU 
mu m ves B gj t t xmnakxionL ause 
mu UOKZnm Tumi ew 


mu lUBi caevnssM , mnae 
JOHMM KBPieU eOBPOBWZai 


OMTRRSkL CBBIICU UUWBIZB 
AXADOni mSSBtZCS 
joBBui TKiamirrs ft waaumeo 
senBM mscAR ccwaMB imiiaM g 
soRiMUi Moao Tx /.jifieo 

HuzemL cuLB ft HOK MkaDfRcxmaa 
JCMiHM sDLnD-eeaiieus 
UU CMlB I t fOH PSAIW. ft CXSilieftllS 
J8UMI nqnzT eo. rtm smz. ft pdod imd. 
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a.ati,us : 

100.500 : 

M.M( : 

N0,5(« 

«43,ftl4 

7. no 

7,»Sf 

0,000 

11.000 

SS.00O 

S5.00« 

55,000 

*U,ft«3 

3.500 

3.315 

2.300 

a<o,»u 

3.130 

3.350 

3.350 

■0,023 

0.300 

(.300 

C.OU 

•77,f»ft 

7.350 

3.400 

3.250 

71,015 

4.500 

4.500 

4.500 

u.seo 

4.(00 

4.(00 

4. 530 

2.215.015 ‘ 

4.350 

4.300 

4.430 

11, U2 

S.310 

5.150 

5.300 

00.C75 

4.73> 

4.7M 

4.500 

llft.113 

(.300 

(.000 

(.250 

u.aaa 

4.(50 

4.U0 

4.(50 

1.<4S,34« 

2.110 

3.340 

3.040 

Iftl.MX 

3.400 

3.500 

3.470 

201 

3.3S( 

3.(00 

3.(00 

»M 

3.(00 

I.C00 

2.000 

MS.7«2 

3.550 

3.550 

3*430 

010 

2.010 

3.130 

3.330 

40.100 

3.400 

3.550 

3.550 

(53 

3.340 

3.3(0 

3.2(0 

(0,343 

3.000 

3.000 

3.030 

10,(03 

3.(00 

3.(00 

3.420 

«M, 123 

3.330 

2.350 

3.340 

U.050 

1.3(0 

1.350 

1.340 

5.125 

7.350 

7.400 

7.750 

13,331 

4.003 

4.050 

4.050 

4i.cn 

3.C00 

3.(00 

3.550 

(,4C4 

0.7M 

0.770 

0.750 

*30,O>» 

4.7(0 

4. (50 

4.740 

ft,0U 

1.740 

1.750 

l.C(0 

00 

(.550 

O.MO 

0.5M 

4S,30ft 

1.550 

1.500 

1.400 

S1.07S 

1.370 

1.370 

1.140 

44,701 

13.504 



4,540 

K.eoo 



3M,7f1 

2.350 

3.3H 

2.UD 

300,(14 

4.100 

4.100 

4.000 

3,334 

20.000 

21.000 

31.000 

31, lift 

1.710 

1.710 

1.7K 

510,375 

3.W0 

1.X30 

2.(50 


3.(50 

3.(50 

2.550 

(1,403 

10.300 

10.370 

10.300 

15.740 

3.000 

i.oee 

0.(00 

3,575 

3.130 

3. ISO 

3.130 

43, IK 

7.050 

1.100 

7.010 

004,154 

13.(00 

13.(00 

13.5(0 

373,(33 

(.030 

0.020 

7.750 

4(,O10 

4.(50 

(.100 

(.430 

13.015 

3.010 

3.000 

3.000 

(7,(71 

4.430 

4.450 

4.340 

■3,303 

4.500 

4.500 

4.(00 

31,300 

3.000 

3.000 

3.300 

40,(10 

30.300 

21.100 

20.040 

0,317 

3.730 

3.1(0 

2.700 

435,433 

3.040 

3.0(0 

3.170 

54,345 

0.400 

0.410 

0.420 

(54.133 

K.eoo 

UUlOO 

17.(00 

1C3.MS 

3.330 

3.340 

2.2(0 

213.C73 

10.100 

10.100 

(.350 

7.000 

3.500 

3.500 

3.S00 

U.M5 

1.510 

l.MO 

1.500 

(0.(10 

0.(30 

0.(50 

0.5(0 

104,ft55 

5.370 

5.300 

5.340 

34.037 

1.300 

3.300 

3.100 

07,400 

3. MO 

3.400 

3.310 

14,003 

7.(00 

1.0U 

7.700 

UC.OCO 

4.(00 

4.700 

4.750 

33.533 

1.170 

1.100 

1.140 

5(,I30 

0.410 

(.400 

0.300 

303 

(.IM 

. (.050 

4.050 

•7,773 

7.400 

7.500 

7.400 

14,410 

3.350 

3.150 

3.250 

1U,SU 

1.3(0 

s.soe 

3.330 

10.433 

1.U0 

I.IM 

1.150 

13,4(3 

.3.430 

Z.SO( 

3.U0 

1,227.353 

(.000 

4.050 

• S.OCO 

U.1M.3S1 
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1.300 

1.200 

321,5(0 

0.530 
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D.OfO 

4,400 ■ 
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0.000 
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a.oxo 

1.030 

i.obo 

((2,IIH 

3.010 

” 3 : 010 “ 

3»20 

107,055 

3.300 

3.300 

I.4M 

U9,(«3 

1.030 

1.04A 

1.7W 

1M,541 
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2.7M 
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l.lOO 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan llnies 

in eo-opcratioB wMi 

Cairo Amman Bank 


U.S. Dollar in Intomational Markacs 


Curreno' 

Arew /otfe 
CZOM 
“-23/3/94 

Tokyo 

CtoU 

24/3/94 

Sieriing PMind' 

J.4975 

7.4955 

Deolschr Mark 

7.6475 

7.5421 

Swiss Franc 

7.4275 

I. 4240 

French Franc 

5.7450 

5.7457** 

Japanese Yen 

106.53 

106.53 

European Curreny Unit 

I.I46S 

1.1460** 

' ISU Per wn: 

Lurapno Optnioe '■> 5M us liMT 



Prod 0417 Meals 

Does 

24/3/199.4 


Meial 


Gold 


ItSD/Oz I JD/Gm 


3t9.S0 


7. 65 


Metal 


Silver 


USD/Oz 


5.65 


JD/Gm 


O.IV 


' Zl Kftnrt 

Concral Bank of Jordan ERdunfo 


24/3/1994 


Currency 

Bid 

Ofhr 

U.5. Dollar 

0.7070 

0.7030 

Sterling Pound 

7.0473 

7.0525 

DeutsdM Mark 

0.4743 

0.4744 

Swiss Franc 

0.4905 

0.4930 

French Franc 

0.7279 

0.7225 

Jainnese Yen^ 

0.4574 

0.6607 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3702 

0.3727 

Swedish Krona 



If-alran Lira* 

0.0427 

0.0423 

Belgian Franc 




LOiNDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) - FonowUig are the bnymg and seU^ ra te for 
tidini™W currencies and gold agai^ the doUar gmutoOD 
oT&e® London Foreign Man^ and marteis Fhday. 

tourist rates wiU differ from those quoted): 

IT c Cl m costs 1.3761/71 Canadian dollar 

U«S> SLWJ costs ^ ^zAo/to Deutsdiemarks 

Dutch guildeis 
Swiss fhmcs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
NMw^an crowns 
Danish cromis 


One sterUng 
One ounce of gold 


1.3761/71 

1.6609/19 

1.8697/07 

1.4130/40 

34J/4.4 

5.6^20/70 

1651.8/3.3 

104.56/66 

7.8250/50 ■ 

7.2390/40 

6.5470/20 

Sl.4976/86 

$391.60/392.00 


AFM trading shoots up by 50% as investors return 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff R^korter 

AMMAN — TracBng at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) shot up more than 50 
per cent during last week 


alter investors came back in 
strength following the ‘Eid A1 
Htr holidays, figures released 
by the market showed. 

The weekly trading report 
of the AFM showed that 5.4 
milUoD shares worth JD 18-2 


AGRICULTURAL 

PROFESSIONALS 


An American consulting firm, in conjunction with the 
Ministry of Agriculture will be conducting a series of 
studies related to the implementation of agricultural 
policies of Jordan and is seeking expressions of 
interest from individuals who are senior professionals 
with extensive experience in their area/s of technical 
expertise in the following fields; 

- Quantitative agricultural policy analysts methods. 

> Legal expert (agricultural legislation regulations) 
-Agricultural research and extension 
-Agricultural economist (agricultural production 
resources/inputs}. 

Services will be required on a part-time basis during 
the approximate period .of mid-April, 1994 through 
mid-August, 1994. 

Interested individuals should have excellent writing 
skills in English and Arabic and should have experi- 
ence working with a large professional international 
team. 

Interested parties sboaEd submit their current CVs in 
FjigHgfa to the Admimstrative Assistant at ttie National 
Center for Agricnltoral Research and Technology 
Transfer/Technical Assistance and Services Office 
(TASO), P.O.B 0 X 283 Baqa’, Amman, Jordan, no later 
than 1^00 boors oa Ai»1i 4, 1!KM. 


million changed hands during 
the week ending Tbuisday, 
oompared widi jD 12.3 mi]- 
lion for the week ending 
March 10, the last foil week 
of trading before the market 
took an extended holiday to 
mark the ‘Eid. 

Commercial bank stock 
was the highest area of inves- 
tor interest, aecountiTig for 
JD 7.8 million of the traekly 
volume, followed by the in- 
dustrial sector with JD 7.5 
million, the services sector 
with JD 2.4 millioD, and die 


insurance sector with. 
JD 400,000 or 2.2 per cent, 
the AI^ report said. 

However, the overall share 
price index dropped to 167.7 
poinB from the 168.7 points 
posted at the close of the- 
previous week. The index is 
based on the stock prices of 
60 major companies listed in 
the market. 

The separate industrial 
stock index dropped by 2.3 
points, the service sector in- 
dex went up by 2.1 pmnts, 
the insuranoe sector index 


ACCOUNTANT WANTED 

We are a French consortium looking for an 
accountant to work in the team of our construction 
project in Aqaba, who 

1 . has a university degree in Business Adminis- 
tration accounting 

2. has a minimum of five years of experience in a 
similar position with a foreign company 

3. is fluent in English language (French would be 
an asset) 

4. has experience in using IBM compatible com- 
puters with spreadsheet softwares 

5. is able to work with minimum supervision and 
ready to work under pressure 

6. Is presentable and has a strong personality 
interested candidates should send an application 
letter with a CV and a recent photo, before April 
10th 1994, to: 

Bouygues 

P.O. Box 1669 — Aqaba-Jordan 
Fax No 007 (3) 317116 


rose by 00.7 points and the 
commercial bank aock index 
dropped by 0.03 points, 
according to the AFM report. 

Stocks of 87 companies 
were involved in the week's 
trading; at the end of trading 
on Wednesday, the last day 
of dealings at the market^ 
during the week, stock of 29 ' 
companies showed gains, 48 
sfaov^ declines and 10 re- 
mained unchanged, the re- 
port said. 

Nearly 115 companies with 
a total market value equity of 
JD 3.5 billion are listed in the 
market. 

“Investors are coming back 
in strength after staying away 
during the holy month of 
Ramadan, and we could ex- 
pect to see an added momen- 
tum in trading," said a brok- 
er. noting that many specula- 
tOfs abstain from trading in 
the market since they believe 
it is sacrilege to indulge in 
speculation during the fasting 
month. 

On Wednesday, March 17, 
the only day of trading at the 
AFM during the ‘Eid A1 Fitr 
week, turnover rose to more 
than JD S.S million. 

“Trading during that day 
was inconsistent with all 
^vens in the market, as in- 
vestors sought to acquire and 
stake positions after coming 
back from the holidays," said 
the broker, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity in 
line with standing AI^ reg- 
ulations. 

“Obviously they felt they 
had lost by abstention during 
Ramadan and explored all 
means to recoup the per- 


ceived losses," added the 
broker. 

The AFM is widely seen lis 
one of the liveliest in ttip 
Middle East. Althou^ tlie 
daily volume there is w less 
than its counterparts in tire 
Golf states and in IstkI.* .it 
serves as a dose barometer'of 
investor confidence in the 
Kingdom and prospects fdr 
peace in the region. 

Regional and local events 
reflect immediately in trading 
in the market, whose lk|usd- 
ity rose dramatically with 
funds pumped in by Jorda- 
nian expatriates who re- 
turned from Kuwait foL'iow- 
ing the Gulf crisb. 

However, econmnbts end 
offidals differ on the boost in 
stock prices at the AFM. 
Some say that the prices were 
inflated during 19^ as a re- 
sult of increased liquidity, 
while others believe that the 
rise in prices purely reflect 
supply and demand. 

Unlike the AI Manakfa 
market of Kuwait which col- 
lapsed as a result of forward 
trtuling supported by dieques 
issued with no balances in the 
account, the AFM has 
forced strict rules that war- 
rant immediate payment in 
settlement of transactions. 

“This b one of the best 
guarantees that every trans- 
action b supported by real 
funds rather than postdated 
ct^ues or cheques issued 
without balances in the 
account as was tbe case in 
Kuwait," said a banking offi- 
cial who handles hb bank's 
portfolio at the AFM. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALW/YS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


MCKMG, Am FREIGHT 
FORWAftOMG. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE < TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR'aSON?’ 


U 604676 60469& 
P.OJeox 7606 




FOR RENT S- SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. % 

For' more details call; 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Td. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: $10520 


THE 




RESTAURANT] 


MUm,.. 

to tfie injfCdce to Be 

tfU ,,, 


'Rozem Inn 


Ax630572 JUAmBan,:UGidb 


Real Chine.^e Cuisine 

and Great Far Eastern 

Aimaspliere . 

Open for Lunch & ' 
aC 

Dinner 6 days 
a weik 


^ s/»0Rts pOe 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 daysa ^veek 
4p.m, till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
are alwavs 1 J.D. Each 


2ncl.Circ1c • Jalnl Amman 
np|i. Frcnehloar 

TeL653482 


Security, Hospitality 
• &Gastronomy . 


.Sweifiyeh. 

816690 


Flai.0.Tal 
] * jSarviced SuSes.ln 
Grand HbM si^ 1 ‘ 



mTERNATlONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS . * 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOB DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 

IN THE NEAR EAST t 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT : 

EASTERN SER yiCES - 

OFFICIAL DAMjyvS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL ! 821 77S TLX ; 2302S*FAX ^ 656 270 
' PEACE BUtLDOllG - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


Tbt FM Clttt Hotel hi 
Amman that hat 8 
Kitchenette in every roontJ 
"SMelllte T.V. Reception*' 


l»AltOTEL 


Ammai - TeL 668193 
P.CXB 0 X 9403 ■ Fax 602434 
Telex 23868 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expetrfetespnd 
Busl n siif nen 


CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 81B214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 ' Midnight y 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

isi Circle JabaiArrvnan. near 
Ahliyyah Girls S^Kiol 

TMw away Is amllafeto 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel,638M 


12 am -V. Late 


■' H-TT ■ 
jrraui 



DesLauranl ^ Tapas 

L/*' 

a' 

I*/ 

.lehe! .Amman. 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 



THE: ’ 
jmfosnp£ 
CREAIOU 


TALK OF1HETQWN. 
MSCOTHEQUE 

0p« nIgMb Fim SjM PX to ail ABI 
EmptSiindqr FieiMAS PJ toSAIpJi 
Tuasdsy Cloaad 

TO: 685211 Fax:617779-.: 
Middle East Hotel -Shmetou 



TheBe5tI\ 

INDUS' CnSINE. 


QiAkfiara 

. ' i :• ■: I ?, ■ \ T 

Oi’k Fdk Llvch & Dl^^^:K 
For feservallons call 6413S1 


SZEEHWAN MHBENB 
GHINE5E RESTADRANT 
lypicBl CUnest Foods 
SkBled C Mnase Chefs 

I 0painjB.3:XalM‘te^r\ 

ralEo away is avalleMe 

Snaf Af-Arab Stieet 
Um Uftanaft CMvmretd Canes 

Telj 861174 

.Cneelsited Ahwaga LovedjA 


, (TjXwft 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN ‘ 



Special Cxecutne Luncheon* 

Take away service 
available - 

OpenDiNly 12.30-3.30 pm 
^ 7.30-H.30pm 

After the Philadelphia HpM 
Ibwards 3iri cade 


Tel 659519 659520 


SELECT HOTEL 


® Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drink.s & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal Al Webdeli/Tel.637 10 1/637 102 



SOIK L \1M LTH AIN A 
AMMAN ILL. SI59S7 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional OuaIit>- in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop -your colour film ai 
our shop and get;- 

* JUMBO pbioto 
sfam 30% targmr 

* Frem eniargm- 
mwit 20 X 30 cm 

Shmebani - 0pp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Daily Lunch 


-NIGHTLY-. 
Fine EPmxiiff 
auEui 

live Music 


Parole 

- Jon.lan SiipemurVci T)G 
2nd i1«r Trl; 824677 


LAXASAIMAm 

KAUTYWm 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 
Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken 
TeL 862552 




I ^ ^ • V|i* •* r* • *rS^ *!C^I 


AV/S 


Wc try harder. 



Sk 699-420 1 
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40,000 ANC supporters march 
through violence-hit Durban 

_ .... ...... h 0 i« hv tniHdflv (\ 


DURBAN. South Africa 
(Attendee) — At least 40.00U 
AN C supporters conv’crged on 
the centre of Durban Friday to 
demand the right to vote in 
violence-racked Natal province 
iniS'outh Africa's Rrst all-race 
elections next month. 

'■ Trie mainly Zulu crowd, car- 
ryint*. traditional weapons like 
eiubs. sticks and spears, 
shouted their defiance at Zulu 
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
and 1 .is Ink:.th.i Freedom Party 
which is refusing to take part in 
the 

Sp<)radic shots rang out as 
p^tp'e streamed into Durban's 
Ciirr.’c's Fountain Stadium 
under the wstchful eyes of 
bund ‘cd-s of police and peace 
moniors. 

' More than 10.000 people 
have died in political violence 
over the past 10 years in Natai. 
tnainly in fighting between In- 
k.itha and Nelson Mandela's 
African National Congress 
■(ANC). 

. .ANC ofridals told Reuters 
they might have problems con- 
trolling the crowd if confronta- 


tions broke out with Inkatha 
supporters during the march. 

ANC marchers were handed 
over n memorandupi to offi- 
cials of the multi-party Tran- 
sitional Executive Council 
(TEC) demanding free politic- 
al activity in Natal and the 
Kwazulu homeland within it. 
The TEC is overseeing the 
run-up to the elections. 

South African troops on foot 
and in armoured vehicles pat- 
rolled Inkatha areas of 
townships around Durban to 
ensure ANC supporters were 
not prevented from boaidii^ 
buses taking them into the 
Indian Ocean port city. 

Durban remained gripped in 
the fear of an outbreak of 
violence as shops closed before 
midday (1000 GMT) and chil- 
dren were sent back hoirile af- 
ter morning classes. 

President Frederik De Klerk 
told reporters in Johannesburg 
Friday that he had set a meet- 
ing with Mr. Buthelezi, but 
would not give the time or 
venue, sa;nng he wanted to 
keep discussions private and 


serious. 

A government spokesman 
said the meeting would be kept 
secret to allow for “relax^ 
discussions." 

In addition to the Zulu tradi- 
tional weapons, the ANC sup- 
porters carried posters. 

Some Posters denounced 
Mr. Buthelezi as a “traitor" 
and demanded that he allow 
free political activity in Ae 
Kwazulu homeland, of which 
he is the chief minister. 

More insulting were banners 
attacking Zulu Good- 

will Zwelithini, w4iose proc- 
lamation last week of Natal- 
Kwazulu's sovereignty and call 
for a boycott of the polls raised ■ 
temperatures and resulted in at 
least 100 deaths in six days. 

One poster showed the 46- 
year-old monarch wearing nap- 
pies (diapers), implying that he 
is still a baby. 

The early morning calm of 
this port city, where there was 
no trace of a nimoured IFP 
counter-demonstration, began 
to be disrupted as the crowd 
gathered, although the nurn- 


beis by midday (1000 GMT) 
were lower than the 50,(XX) 
predicted by the ANC. 

Buthelezi told Johan- 
nesburg's private Radio 702 
Station that there would be no 
IFP counter-rally because “we 
□ever planned one." 

He added, however, that 
“many lives have been lost” in 
the past few days and that he 
was **worried this may exacer- 
bate the situation.” 

**111676 is a lot of tension and* 
volatility in the region,” he 
said — compounded here by the 
overnight Imlings of seven peo- 
ple in Natal-Kwazolu, four of 
them in and around Durban, 
according to police. 

Mr. De Kelrk said Thursday 
night that he would send milit- 
ary Feinforcements to Natal 
and hinted at the possibility of 
dedar^ a state of emergency 
if the situation deteriorates. 

Hearing Judge Kriegler's re- 
port made him realise that the 
picture in Natal-Kwazulu was 
**more negative than my ori- 
ginal impression," he said. 


Mortar wounds 2 U.K. troops in Bosnia 


VrrEZ, Bosnia (Agendes) — 
A mortar shell believed to 
have been fired by Serb forces 
wounded two British soldiers 
in the central Bosnian town of 
Bugojno Friday. U.N. sources 
said. 

They said the soldieis, with 
the U.N. Protection Force in 
Bosnia, were evacuated to the 
British U.N. hospital in nearby 
Viicz, one was believed to 
have suffered a broken leg. 

Meanwhile, Croat and Mus- 
lim civilians crossed front lines 
in central Bosnia to visit sepa- 
rated lov'ed ones at borne Fri- 
day for the first time in more 
than a year, witnesses said. 

itwes the latest chapter in a 
gradual peace process follow^ 
ing-a U.S.-borkered Croat- 
Musltm agreement to set up a 
bo-national Bosnian Federa- 
tion. building on a ceasefire 
that entered its second month 
l^day. 

‘‘One hundred peopde from 
each side went over now calm 
truce lines outside the 
vemmenKonttoUed town of 
ravnik to spend up to 48 
hburs with relatives and biends 
from whom ihzy bad been 
separated by Nndous communal 
warfare. 

The scis-proclairaed Bosnian 
Serb Republic has refused to 
join a Muslim-Croat Federa- 


tion and rejected any talks on 
an overall pMce settlement un- 
til U.N. sanctions on Serbia 
are lifted. 

The decision by the self- 
styled state's parliament 
Thursday, which was expected, 
follows the hijacking and loot- 
ing of a U.N. aid cravoy by 
Bosnian Serbs who forced the 
Danirii drivers to walk across 
what the Serbs said was a 
minefield. 

The hijacking was the most 
audacious in a series of pro-- 
vocations by local Serbs 
against U.N. peacekeepers 
since the threat of NATO air 
strikes forced them to with- 
draw or band over their siege 
guns overlooking Sarajevo last 
month. 

In a separate development, 
the Foreign Mjnistry of rump 
Yugoslavia voiced concern Fri- 
day at a U.N. Security Coundl 
dc^on to send Turk^ troops 
to BosniarHeizegovina. 

It issued a statement saying 
that by using Turkish scrfc&ers. 
U.Ne. Secre^ General Bout- 
ros Ghali “b not contributing 
to peace but is complicating 
the situation and opening up 
the possibilities of a rekindling 
of the conflict." 

It said history and the Tur- 
kish position on the Bosnian 
crisb were **sufficieDt reasons” 


against any sort of Turkish 
military presence in ex- 
Yu^lavia. 

Meanwhile 120 Russian pa- 
r^roopers left dieir base at 
Ryazan south-east of Moscow 
for the Bosnian capital 
Sarajevo, where 400 Russians 
are alrea^ deploy^. 

The Russian contingent b to 
help guard the airport there, 
the front line between Serbs 
and Muslims, and heavy 
wreaponry surrendered to the 
U.N. Protection Force. 

In a related development 
Creek Prime Minbter Andreas 
Papandreou said the U.N. de- 
cision was “unbelievable." 

An army that invaded and 
occupies the northern part of 
Cyprus cannot be us^ for 
pMoefU means, Mr. Papan- 
dreou said in Athens during a 
militaiy parade marking die 
,173rd anniversary of the start 
of the Greek rev^ against the 
Ottoman Empire. 

“It is throi^ the United 
Nations that Turkey b re- 
entering. militarily and politir 
cally, the Balkan area and this 
win be a destatnlising force," 
Greek Defence Minister Gera- 
rimos Arsenb told Reuters in 
an interview. 

He likened the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council dedsion to hiring 
“a wolf to watdi the sheep.” 


i Australian 
premier 
announces 
hew cabinet 


Canberra (afp) — Au- 
stralian Prime Minister ^iil 
K<.*.?(fng :innounced a far- 
; rvL'ching govcromcnl reshuffle 
, Friday, promoting a prominent 
feminist who b seen as his 
possible sucecssiir. 

Carmen L.iwrencc, former 
.IVes! .Au-stralian premier, wras 
.' appointed minister for human 
. services and health and as the 
minister assisting the prime 
minister for the status of 
women. 

, ■ ' She took i^ver the Health 
)^ir.istry from Graham 
!.I^cfurdson. a powerful mem- 
^ber of (he ruling Labour Part)', 
w ho quit politics Thursday and 
'.’sa:J he saw Ms. Lawrence as a 
.having a chance to become 
,Australi.Vs first woman prime 
minister. 

‘ M.S. Lawrence. 46. had a 
pTair show of leading the 
: Labour Parly after Keating. 
-Titerc's no doubt about that.” 
'Mr. Richardson toid a radio 
, ''interviewer. Adding that Mr. 
*-Reating would remain for 
"another three to four years 
^unless he was “hit by a bus." 

' She has denied that she 
-w.ints the prime minister's job. 
Saying last week; “Absolutely 
! not iKcacise who knows how I 
'•;will go ^ I might be a com- 
-plete failure." 

€ Ms. Lawrence served us 
state premier for three years 
'Until her government was 
^wept from office a year ago in 
4 tide of corruption scandals 
I'that left her untainted. 

: • She favours pressing ahead 
with plans initiated by Mr. 
^icha^son to increase spend- 
ling and restructure health ser- 
S^ces for the country's 26S.(X)0 
iborigines. 

••That is a high priority, for 
the Lab^'.?' " " '• ‘ ■“ = • 

*■ Brendri i 

-of the Australian Medical 
Association, said this week 
'dial he expected a minimum 
‘•U)0 million Australian dollars 
'(S71 million) would go to abur- 
•iginal health ser\'ice provision 
7n the May 10 budget. 


Sihanouk calls for fresh 


ith Khmer Rouge 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodian King Norodom 
Sihanouk has called for fre^ 
dialogue with the Khmer 
Rouge following hb country's 
offensive against their stron- 
ghold at Pailin, his foreign 
minister said Friday. 

Prii^ Norodom Sirivudh. 
:;psaking after his return from 
Beijing, where he visited the 
king, said King Sihanouk was 
“in fine form” as he recovered 
from prostate cancer surgery in 
(lie Chinese capital. 

The prince said of the 
Khmer Rouge: “We should 
not close the door on them. 
We have to give them the 
chance to return to the interna- 
tional community'' and Cam- 
bodia should avoid “putting 
ibeir backs to the wall." 

“V/e have tried the policy of 
(he carrot, of the open door 
and then that of the stick, but 
now we have to allow the 
Khmer Rouge the opportunity 
to come forward to talk," he 
added, describing his discus- 


sions with the king. 

He said King Sihanouk was 
“a little worried” about the 
government offensive laun- 
ched on Pailin, in northwest 
Cambodia, earlier this month, , 
and particulariy about the abil- 
ty of Phnom Penh to keep 
control of the area. 

*‘His concern is justified, 
and I therefore have mes- 
sages” for Co-Frime-Minister 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
“about His Majesty's thoughts 
on Pailin,” Prince Sirivudh 
added. 

He said China, an ally of the 
Khmer Rouge from 1970 until 
the Paris peace accord of 1991, 
“thinks it is not at all appropri- 
ate to involve itself in a little 
war" against the rebel move- 
ment. 

Hie dialogue between Cam- 
bodia's government and the 
Khmer Rouge has all but 
broken down, as the guerrillas 
refiise to lay down their arms 
and allow access to territory 
under their control as called 
for under the peace pact. 


Russia plane crash black 
buses sent to Germany 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Two 
black boxes from the Russian 
airliner which crashed in Siber- 
ia this week with the loss of all 
75 people aboard have been 
sent to Germany for decoding, 
the Sevodnya newspaper re- 
ported Friday. 

It said Russia lacked the 
n<.'gc'^s:.rT equipment to read 
ciif !.Ko fi’nht recorders of the 
•>Tc of plane involved, an Air- 
bus A310. There tvere only five 
such planes in die country, 
Sevodnya said. 

One black box contains 
radio traffic, the other tedinic- 
al flight information. Spraal- 
ists at the German airline 
Lufthansa would examine the 
recordings, the paper said. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 

''vT*' 'I'l'!* ill. 

1 ’ •. -v.*'*.'.. 

to have been a 
sudden loss of pressure in the 
cockpit, the Airbus crashed on 
the Altayplateau near Mezh- 
durcchensk 400 kilometres 
from the Mongolian border on 
a flight from Moscow to Hong 


Kong. 

Twenty bodies have yet to 
be found after Wednesday's 
mystery crash in Siberia, the 
Rusrian carrier's Hong Kong 
manager said Friday. 

Vasrili Tkadienko told re- 
porters that the nearly-new 
Airbus was nearly intact when 
it hit the ground in a remote 
'orec near the Mongolian bor- 
der. 

Officials in Moscow have pot 
ruled out terrorism as the 
reason why the ainsaft — afr 
quired only two years ago — 
vanisfaed after a suspicious 19- 
minute break in radio contact 
with ground controllers. 

Mr. Tkachenko said the 
mystery could be solved once 
the anaivsis of two flight data 
:-sc.3 -r' . n i- 

“Only after examination of 
the boxes could tbe reason be 
clear,” be said. “It is an abso- 
lutely unusual crash. Everyone 
wants to know what hap- 
pened.” 


Lost U.K. , 
Hong Kong 
troops found 
alive in 
Borneo 


KOTA KINABALU. 
Malaysia (R) — Hve British 
and Hong Kong soldiers mis- 
ting for four weeks on Soutii 
East Asia’s highest mountain 
have been found alive, Malay- 
sian and British officials said 
Friday. 

A helicopter crew winched 
two of tbe soldiers to safety out* 
of a mile-deep (1.600 metre) 
ily on the 4.101 metre 
13.450 feet) Mount Kinabaln, 
a spokeswoman for the British 
High Commistion (embassy) in 
Ki^ Lum|xir said. 

The three others could be 
lescoed by dark, she added. 

A Malfysian helicopter 
found the -men around 10 a.m. ■ 
((GOO GMT) after an intensive 
seardi involving an elite Brit- . 
ish Air Force team and hun- 
dreds of Malaysian soldiers 
and park rangers. 

The spokeswoman said three 
of the misting soldiers were 
seen standing and two were 
ly in g down io rough terrain 
near a waterfoU at ffie bottom 
of Low's Gully, named for tbe 
man who first reached die peak 
(rf Kinabalu in 1851. 

“All five are alive but very 
weak,” she said. **Medical sup- 
(dies, blankets and food have 
been dropped to them.” 

A medical officer was lo- 
wered by helicopter to tbe sur- 
vivors near the bottom of 
Low's Gully, a treacherous 
mile-deep (1.600 metre) ca- 
nyon down which the soldiers 
bad abtefled. 

Emergency teams were 
standing by at a hospital in 
Kota Kinabalu, capital of 
Malaysia's north Borneo state 
of Sabah, about 160 kilometres 
from the mountain. 

The missing soldiers are 
Lieutenant-Colonel Robert 
Neil, 46, and Major Ronald 
Foster, of Britain, and Lam 
Ywai Ki, 27, Chen Wai Keung, 
24, and Cheung Yiu Keung, 
32. junior non-commissioned 
officers in Hong Kong's Royal 
Logistic Corps. 

They were part of a 10-man 
team who had surted a train- 
ing expedition on Mount Kina- 
balu on Feb. 22. 



Ernesto Qeii) coorffinata' ct tbe poBtical . 

rampaigM of Lois CMosio for the Mcxicaa pres- 
idcncf brips cany Ids casket. Mr. Coksio was 


■WM i dn s tf d at a rnmpnipi r^y and Mr; TtMOn 
is ooatidered to be one of foe front-mnnm for the 
ca n gda c y cf p re Mcat (AFP photo) 


Mexican presidential candidate slain 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Mex- 
ico prepared Friday to bury 
slain ruling party pretidentiri 
candidate Luis Donaldo Col- 
otio while national leaders 
took steps to shore np the 
country’s sagging image- 

Mr. Colotio’s body was to be 
sent to bis biithplam of Mag- 
dalena De Kino in the norfh- 
em state of Sonora for burial 
following a day in which 
thousands here tribute to 
the man whose ^est to suc- 
ceed President Ouios Salinas 
De Goitari was cut short by an 
assassin's buUeL 

As tbe Colotio drama un- 
folded, Mr. Salinas, in a sur- 
prise announcemeat sure to 
temper gromng fears about 
Mexioo’s economic and politic- 
al stability, said Mexico bad 
adiieved its loi^-standing goal 
Thursday of joining the 0^- 
nisation for Econoizdc Co^ 
eration and Development 
(OECD), an exclusive dub of 
some of tbe world’s ridiest 
nations. 

**MembeTship of the OECD 
win ^e Mexico greater pre- 
sence among industrialised na- 


tions, particularly ^ in Europe, ” 
Mr. -<iaKiws said m a speech at 
die preadendal ' residence of Los 
Pinos, s tre sa ng his country’s 
determination to overcome the 
worst political assassination 
here in half a century. 

Mr. Colotio, the 44-year-old 
camfidate for tiie loi^niling 
Institutional Revolutionary 
Party and n^ly seen as a sure 
bet to win in August elections, 
was shot Wedn^day after a 
nampaig n rally in a poor area 
of the border city of Tijuana. 

He was hit widi a bimet to 
the head and another to tbe 
stoDUich from a 38 calibre 
pistol and died three boms 
later while undergoing surgery. 

Police said at least 10,000 
p^le walked past Mr. Col- 
otio's flower-strewn silver cof- 
fin while it lay in state Thurs- 
day in a fiineral home here. 

In Tijuana, Attorney Gener- 
al Diego Valades said the 
prime murder suspect, Mario 
Aburto Martinez, 23, admitted 
he was the killer. But gave no 
motive. 

!|)fr. Aburto was transferred 


to a maximum securhy prison 
near Mexico City llimsday 
ni^, Mr. Vlades said. 

Mr. Aburto told investiga- 
tors he boo^ tile hand^n 
several weeb ^ with tbe 
intention of killing Mr. Col- 
osio, Mr. Valades said. Mr. 
Aburto, a mechanic bora in 
tile poor sonthero state of 
hfidioacan, put his gon up 
a^dnst tbe tide of Nfr. Col- 
otio's bead before firing tiie 
first, fatal shot, he added. 

• 

A PRI qxikesman tdd Reo- 
ters it was likely the party 
would wait to select a candi- 
date to replace Mr. Colotio 
until after mt Easter holidays. 

Mexican Congress, in a 
special session Thursday, 
approved a constitutional 
change to end the long- 
stant&ig PRI domination of 
Mexico’s main electoral 
bodies. 

The change, aimed at ensnr- 
,ing cleaner elections, cleared 
the way for non-partisan 
dtizens to form a majority on 
such bodies. 


Cimten admite mistakes to Whitewater case 


WASHINGTON 
President Bill Ointon, keenly 
aware of tbe Whitewater threat 
to his image, went before the 
American public to admit that 
mistakes were made, but that 
he and his wife are concealing 
nothing. 

Cool and relaxed, Mr. Clin- 
ton calmly fielded 45 minates 
of questions during a nationally 
televised press conference 
Thursday. 

It will be butiness as usual 
for the goverament, he said, 
despite the stirrings caused by 
the Whitewater affair, the 
1970s Arkansas real-estate in- 
vestment deal he and his wife 
have grown to regret. 

The near-scandai tone of the 
proceedings has taken a toll on 
Mr. Clinton's presidential im- 
age, causing a 10-point plunge 
in popularity surveys. 

After being accused of 
‘•arrogance of power,” a few 
hours earlier, by Iowa Repre- 
sentative Jim Luch, the rank- 
ing RepubUcan on tbe House 
Banking Committee which is 
investigating Whitewater, Mr. 
^nton, in the eyes of leading 
Republicans, managed to score 
some points. 

House Republican whip 
Newt Gingrich said that both 
Mr. Clinton and Mr. Leach 
were “very believable,” but 
that tbe contradictory, nature 
of their statements made con- 
gressional hearings into 
Whitewater imperative. 

*Tf the pretident has nothing 


to hide, tfien by niidsnnmier' 
(Whitewater) wifi all be gone," 
Mr. Gingrich said. 

Senate Republican leader 
Bob Dole agreed and sug- 
gested that his house of Con- 
gress begin the bearings on 
May 1, while Mr. Gin^ich 
hinted at mid-April for his. 

Mr. Leach claimed that 
funds firom a fafled Arkansas 
savings and loan had been Ille- 
gally diverted to Mr. Clinton's 
campaign coffers when he was 
governor of that state, and that 
pressures had been recently 
brought on a federal agentty 
probing the bankruptcy to 
.•muzzle the investigatiou. 

The congressman also 
alleged that the 1978 invest- 
ment the Clintons made in 
Whitewater, far tom causing 
them a substantial loss as they 
daimed, had actuaQy bron^t 
them a profit. 

The Clintons have said they 
lost $69,000 in the deal, a daim 
that was impossible to verify 
without seeing their tax re- 
cords. 

But Mr. Clinton Thursday 
announced that he would re- 
lease his tax records dating 
back to 1977 this week, includ- 
ing all the years he had in- 
vested in ^^tewater. 

He also revised downward 
his Whitewater losses to 
$47300, saying he had “ge- 
nuinely forgotten” that he 
made a $20,700 loan to his 
mother for a cabin and another 
personal loan for SI 300. 


Mr. Clinfbn's apparent 
openness about bis personal 
finances stems, in p^, from a 
change of tactics in dealing 
with Whitewater after spedaf 
prosecutor Robert Fiske sub- 
poenaed six White House offi- 
dals to testify before a grand 
jury earlier tills month. 

Mr. Qintoa said he had no 
knovried^ of any illegal fund- 
ing in his guberaato^ cam- 
paign, and cat^rically denied 
bei^ involved in twisting the 
arms of federal r^laicus. 

But while Mr. Qimon was 
unable to clear everyone’s 
doubts over the Whitewater 
financial puzzle, he did make a 
strong moral defence of bte 
actions and those of his wife, 
Hillary. 

He said -this was- a typical 
middle-dass family daring the ' 
■ years he was governor of 
Arkansas, adding that be was 
proud of having been the least . 
paid governor in the country. 

Mr. Clinton stressed again 
that while his wife was a prom- 
inent lawyer in Arkansas at the 
time, **if she did any work for 
the state, she never took any 
pay for it.” 

After all the fects come to' 
light, he added, **Her moral 
authority will be stronger than 
it has ever been...” 

The pretident promised to 
“fully cooperate" with Mr. 
Fiske and Congress in their 
investigations, adding that 
what he most wanted was to be 
able to resume working at his 
normal pace. 


Miscommunication possible in U.S. military plane crash 


FAYETTEVILLE. NC. (R) 
— The commander of Pope 
Air Force Base where 20 para- 
troo^rs were killed by fiery 
deb^ tom a mid-air ennkwm 
said Thursday that human 
error and mwcftiHmnntfafin n 
were among possible causes of 
the tragedy. 

Brigadier-General Bobby 
Floyd and other officers 
emphasised, however, that a 
definitive reason for the crash 
could not be detennined until 
after a fcnnal investigation. 

A U.S. Air Force F-16D jet 
fighter exploded aftef collidu^ 
anth a &130 Hercules trans- 
port carrier, raining fiery de- 
bris that ignited a third 
groonded plane just as army 
paratroopers were about to 
board for a jump exerdse. 

“Obviously tb^ was some 
type of miscommunication 
.■ > or. 

l~.ii.il appriiazu jujt over the 
runway at tbe same time." 
Gen. Floyd said Thursday dur- 
ing an interview antfa ABC 
Television's Good Morning 
America. 

Asked tritetber be was link- 


iog tbe communicatioD i»ob- 
lem to human error, Gen. 
Floyd said; “Well obviously 
that b one thing the inves^- 
tion win have to detennme. 
But it obviously loote that 
way.” 

The tleatb toll resulting tom 
Wednesday’s mid-air collision 
at Pb^ Afr Force Base rose to 
20 and the number of injuries 
cansed by falling debris stood 
St 84. officials. 

All of the dead and injured 
were army personnel serving at 
Fort Brago, and all of the 
aiioaft belonged to neighboo^ 
ing Pope Air Force Base. They 
share a mOitaty installation at> 
out 60 miles (95 km) south of 
Raleigh, the state capital. 

Safety officials at Pope Air 
Fence Base said its “higher 
headquarters," tiie 9th Air 
Force at Shaw Air Force Base, ' 


Si- 


t. 23 a 


.vaai that 

would take over by Thursday 
evening. 

“Thb b tbe actual board 
that's ^oiflg to do the safety 
tnvesti^tion,'* Lieutenant- 
Colonel Glen ^^Uiams, the 


23xd Wing drief of safety sta- 
tioned at Pope Force Base, 
told Reuters iti'a telephone 
interview. 

An investigative team ont- 
tide of the unit involved b 
formed whenever mitiiiTC in- 
volve serious injory or deatii, 
or substantial monetary loss. 

The ittvestigatioD should 
take about 30 days and tinon^ 
conqmto simufotions would 
determine which carrier struck 
first and the exact an^e of 
impact. Col. Vffiliams said. 

He 1^ an interim investiga- 
tive team responsible for col- 
lecting evidence to band over 
to the onttide team. 

Investigators have taken 
statements from witnesses jnst 
after tiie and “m^pound- 
ed anything and everatii^ 
that b at all involved with 
meparing tiie aircraft to fly,” . 
0)1. Williams said. Indnding 
training records of pilots, air 
traffic controllers and mainte- 
nance per s on n el. 

He would not comment on 
any of the date gathered. 

‘'Anything 1 would tel! yon 
would be... speculating... X 


don't know what the states of 
radios on the air cr aft was. 1 
don’t know if tbe engines were 
runnin g correctiy. Tm not sure 
of the conveisatioiis tiiat went 
on with all the difierent control 
agencies. There are so many 
aspects.” 

The F-16D had been practic- 
ing patterns and ianffings vdiile* 
the C-130 was retarning tom a 
jump exercise at the tune of 
the coUition. The two-man' 
crew in the fighter plane suc- 
cetefhny ejected and &130, 
vriiich typify has a crew of- 
five, managed to land safely. 

The gromided C-141 stailif- 
ter was said to hold up to 
10,0000 gallons of fiiel, but 
offiefeds were unsure whether 
the plane was filled or just bad 
enough for the exerdse. 

Fort Bragg information offi. 
dais had only releas^ the 
names of two of the dead 
Captain Kenneth GoUa of Chi- 
^cago and Sergeant Mark Gib- 
son of Eagle River, Alaska 
were mrabexs of 82nd Air- 
borne Dmtion. One of the ton 
mingfiiuy groups caUed into 
ba tt le at a moment’s 


Catacomb found 

after building 

floor collapses 

ROME (AP) - 
pairiiig the coUaps^ floor 

b^ment stumbled on a jMMe 
of Rome’s subterranean 
tory: A catacomb, repletewfli 
skuUs and bones. The Oinst- 
ian burial chamber, estunated 
to have ori^atod from the 
third or fourth century, coii- 
tains about 200 metres of jon^ 
dors and lies about 10-12 

metres underground, offiaab 

said. A Vatican arcbaeologisL 
Fabrizio Bisconti, inspect^ 
tiie area Thursday. The 2* 
metre wide (6.6-fbot) hole 
opened up two ^ys eariier 

rfitring reconstructioD work on 
a buflding on Via Latina, near 
the famed Appian Wa}/ to an 
area ridi in araiaeolo^cal re- 
mains. Firefighters evacuated 
about 1(X) residents from tiie 
building. Mr. Bisconti said the 
barren corridors were lined 
with sealed burial niches, 
typical of public catacombs of 
tiie period, accordhig to the 
Italian News Agenqr (ANSA). 
Some of the burial niches 
appeared to have been 
riolat^, probably doi^ tiie 
rally Barbarian tovarions of 
Rocm or around 1600, ehen,. 
the bones of martyrs were re- 
moved to be reve^ as relics, 

I he said. Rome has hundreds of 
p miles (kilometres) of ancient 
catacombs. Burial inside tiie. 
ancient imperial dty was ban- 
ned, so tte euty Quistians' 
interred bodies to underground 
chambers outside the city, 
limits. 


4 legged sea 
traveller makes it 
from Taiwan to U.S. 


MOUNT VERNON, Wash. 
(AP) — The cargo contatoer 
tiiat arrived from Taiwan bad 
one import too many. A scraw- 
ny, blue-eyed cat travdfed ab- 
out 9,600 kilometres '(6,000* 
miles) and spent more than 
three weeks at sea in a chi^ 
comer of a container shipped 
to a Mount Vernon waihoose. 
The black cat was christened 
Hianjto for the name of the 
KtcomiAisliq^nng fine painted 
in huge white letters on the 
container's side. Tbe cat was 
found Sunday I? Steve Wdb, 
who owns Molnle Micrdiandia- 
ers Inc., when be opened the 
steel box to unload a shipment 
of display stands. “AD of a 
sadden, it was up there staiisK 
at me,” Mr. Wells said. “I 
said, *«4iat do we have here?*" 
Mr. Wells fed the fltighteoed 
animal a bit of dried dou^mte 
and water. He closed up the 
container and returned Mon- 
day with cat food. Hmjin gr^ 
bed a few bites, then stole 
ferther back into the oontainer. 
Warehouse Manager Bob 
Stickle careftiUy emptied the 
c on t ain er box Ity box to expose 
tiie cat’s hiding place. “She*s 
doing OK so far," said Maiy 
Emmett, a veterinary techn^ 
cian. **rm surprised she’s 
dotog so well. Poor little 
tiling." 


Antarctic 
huskies return 
to ancestral home 

MONTREAL (R) — The la 
of the ^tarctic Eskxino Hu 
Wra, which are being remove 
tom the frozen continent tto 
helped explore, are retnnsii 
aorne to their ancestral habit 
in the A^c. Seven sled doi 
teft here Thursday for Hu£c 
Bay, from where tfaev wi 
mush 373 miles (60 
talometres) north of their fin 
weapon. The Inuit villaj 
of Inukjuak. said members i 
M intentional mission ran^ 
home for the Huskies ” The 
has taken them to 
i^tercQca to the Falkland 1 
^ds on a Royal Air 

via London on a British Ai 

decendentsofdogteaiii^ 

W Antarctica from Lab!^ 
and Greenland 50 yeais^ 
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Sports 

Martinez refuses to be 
upset victim in Houston 




HOUSTON, Texas (R)— Top 
Conchita Martinez 

nisedto become, the latest up- 
set victun at the $400,000 Vb- 
ania. Slims of Hbuston Thuis- 
day she beat fellow Spa- 
nianl Angeles Montolio in £e 
quaster-finals. 

Martinez, one of only three 
seeds remaining, reb^nded 
from a 2-0 defeit, then lost 
ODlyitwo more games for a 6-3 
M .victory. 

Montolio, a qualifier, had 
stunned fifth seed Lindsay 
Davmiport in the second round 
Wednesday, a day on which 
second seed Martina Navratilova 
and;, third seed Magdalena 
Maleeva were also upset by 
qualifiers. 

“It just depends on how 
yonVe playing that day and on 
yput opponent,*’ Martinez said 
about all the upsets. “1 like a 
May- court. I know I play my 
best on this surface.** 

Martinez, the defending 
champion, has not lost a set 


here. Against Mm'toUo she 
played an aggressive game, 
nuxing her devastating ground 
strokes with some welMimed 
net p!^. 

Mailing came into the net 
only 13 dines, but won ein^ of 
those points. 

“I tried to be aggressive, but 
it was (Sfficnlt because she was 
putting topspin on the baD,** 
Martinez said. “I bad to play 
high balls, and wait a moment 
for my forehand.** 

The 18-ycar*old Montolio— 
who has a compact body and 
powerful style sunilar to worid 
number two Arantxa Spneh^r 
Vlcario, also Spain — ma de 
3S unforced errors in her first 
WTA tour event 

Asa Carlsson of Sweden, a 
wild card entrant, defeated 
Gemumy’s Wiltrud Probst 6-4 
6-3 and American Sandra 
Cade beat Meflce Babel of 
Gmuumy 7-S 4-6 6-2 in second- 
round matches. Cade is the 
only ^„T»erican left in the field. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


a 


LAzIo deny Gascoigne is for sale 

ROME (R) — Lazio Friday denied a British newspaper report 
that they want to sell their England midfielder Panl Gas- 
coigne. **Laao have no intention of selling Panl Gascoigne... 1 
dOn*^know where this story has come firm but it is shnply not 
tnre,” dub spokesman Mario Penoadiia said. The London 
d^y the Sun reported that Gasedgne was now on the market 
fcn an as k i ng price of SS.7 miUion. It Gascoigne's 

agent Len Lazarus was in Rome Wednesday and Thursday to 
negotiate the piayc^ tr an sfer. Penaadiia said: “Lazarus was 
in Rome for a routine viat which he brou^t forward 
of the rraent fnss abont Gas^gne.” Laao President Seigjo 
Cr^Dotti Sunday hn^ed the Roman dob mi^t be 
p^ence with the player following a series of injnryaM 
disdplinaiy problems. Last week, T-aw^ fiiwf Gascoigne som e 
$ 11,000 for a series of petty disdplinary inMngements such as 
reporting bade late for training and leavmg tratning early 
without permission. 

Horse runs ‘blind* for a mile 

DONCASTER, England (R) — A racehorse, blinded by a 
h 0 od around its h^, boltM and ran loose for a mfle* at 
Doncaster Thursday. Star P^ormer narrowly iitissed a tree 
and crashed throu^ several plastic rails tumbling to tiie 

raoiind and freeing the hood. *Ttwasasicdeeiimgiiicident--->it 
tmied my stomach. The horse could easily have gone 
gifik^nig over people and it is only hick thta no-one was hurt,** 
saTd seiuor trainer Barry Idls. Star Performer had unshipped 
luir jodrey WQlie Ryan after stall handlers had tried to load 
fa^ before the start of a handicap race. The gelding badly cut 
his'dbow. = 

Aianta Unveils mofddl of Olympic caldron 

ATLANTA (AP) — Atianta's Olympic otgarnsers Thursday 
unV^ed a model of the caldron that will hold the Olympic 
flam e during the 1996 summer j^es, along witii tiie 35-metre 
foot tower tiiat will support it. The project, designed by 
sdjlptor ^ah Annajaxu, also indudes a S7-metce brid^ 
connecting the lower vote the Olympic stadhun. During the 
w ift ning ceremonies, the tordi-bearing runner or runners will 
enter the sftulium, cross the bridge and climb several flights of 
stairs to light the caldron on top. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WrrH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAHHIRSCH 
*ei893 TribuM MiAi SanKU. Me. 


WHY GUSSS? TAKE THE SURE WAT 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
*AQ3 
" A B 2 

0KJ10 4 
*8 3 2 

WEST EAST 

*92 * 7 6 6 

7J9864 <7Q10 7 

0Q9868 C 7 
*9- 4AKQ10 76 

SOUTH 

* E J 10 8 4 
(?E 3 

0 A 5 2 

* J 5 4 
The biding: 

North East South West 
1 2 4 2 4 Pass 

3 4^ . Pass 4 4 Pass 
Pass- 



„ lead: Nine of 4 
two-way finesse Is the bane 
of average bridge plasrer, who 
constSate it a pure guess and nuire 
ofteb not goes wrong. The ex- 
pezt^HiweveT, revels in the siteation 
and.-will ferret out as many dues as 
possible to resolve the problem. 

The auction was straightforward. 
Ease's interference did nothing to 
8 toi>*Nortb-South from readnng 


their best spot. 

West led the singleton dub and 
East quickly took tricks in the 
suit to complete the defensive book. 
Since there was no possibility of a 
trump promotion, East exited with 
a trtunp. 

Declarer was solid everywhere ex- 
cept diamonds. Obviously, the fi- 
nesse could be taken dt^r way. 
ShpoM dedarer play East, the over- 
caller. for the queen or, since East 
had long dubs, presume West had 
long diamonds and, therefore, was a' 
fevoiite to hold the queen? 

There are those who m^t tty to 
invoke the aid of the Almighty, but 
we have found that divine in^dra- 
tiou is not always comforting in 
like Dedarer found a bet- 
ter method. 

After drawing - trumps in three 
roun^, dedarer cashed the king and 
ace of herirts, then ruffed a heart.' 
When both dreaders followed, the| 
tipnri was an open book. 

East shown up with ax dubs,| 
. three trumps and three hearts, and 
couldn’t bold more than one dia- 
mond. So declarer ceshwi the ace 
and when the queen did not dnpi 
confidently finessed the ten. Mak- 
ing four-odd. 


^ FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
ABDOUN FOR RENT 

3tbedrooms, salon, dining room, telephone, 
finia! air conditioning, fully equipped kitchen 
viSth dishwasher and washing machine. 

For inquiries please call 862015 


Russians slip and slide 
to world ice dance gold 


CHIBA, Japan (APP) — A 
spectamfiar fen failed to stop 
the emeigi^ Rnsrian team of 
Oksana ^tsdiok and Evgeny 
Flatov from addSng the worid 
ice dandng title to their gold 
medal from the LQleiiaaiiiier 
Olympics. 

Platov slipped and slid wlule 
dandng to “Rock Around The 
Qock** in the early part of the 
four-minute free da^ at the 
Worid Figure Skating Cham- 
pionships here. 

But the 26-year-old Moscow 
Student back up to re- 
sume rocking and rolling, 
slowed down to a blue^ tune 
and came back to the rock 
number to earn top marks 
from seven of the nine judges. 

Technical points ranged 
from S.5 to 5.8 out of a possi- 
ble six for the couple, third at 
the 1992 diampionships and 
second last year, wfafle they 
earned five S.9*s and four 5.8*8 
for artistic impresskm. 

The French team of Sophie 
Moraotte and Pascal Lavan- 
chy, fifth at the Lillehaimner 
Winter Olympics, took the 
ver medal although two judges 
placed them above tiie Rnsnu) 


team in the free dance, which 
aoconoted for a half the total 
score. 

The bronze went to Fin- 
land*s Susanna Rahkamo and 
Petri Kokko, foortfa at the 
Olympics. 

The top three order re- 
maiiied unchanged tiaronghoot 
the three sta^ of tiie ice 
dandng event — the compul- 
sory dances, the origmAl piog- 
lamme and the tee daira. 

Another Russian team of 
Mala Usova and Alennder 
Zbnlin, who won the sOver at 
liUeh^mer, stayed home. 

Biftain’s Jayne Torvill and 
Chiistt^iber Dean retired from 
competition this year after win- 
ning the Olympic bitmze. 

Meanwhile, Japan’s Yuka 
Sato edged ont Surya Bonaly 
of France in die tei^cal prog- 
ramme Friday to lead the 
pleted women’s competition. 

Canada’s Josee Chouinard, 
ninth at the Lillehammer 
Olympics, was third. 

Sato, a 21-yearold Tokyo 
student, fourth last year and 
fifth at the Lillehammer Olym- 
pics, produced a difficult com- 


bination of a triple Lihz and a 
double toe loop, a douMe axel 
and a double 

Bonaly, 20, landed the same 
oombinatiOD and jnmps and 
topped off her pro^amme 
with her signamre BteUmann 
spin. 

Sato and Bonaly were eadr 
given ^ places by four of the 
nine judges while another 
jedge, a Canadian, ruled 
chounard was the best in the 
field. 

Sato came out on top be- 
cause five judges placed her in 
second spm wh&e two judges 
place Bonaly in second. 

Olympic bronze medallist 
Chen Lu of who polled 

out of tiie championships Fri- 
day due to a serious stress 
fraimure of her ri^t ankle, said 
she would have endured the 
pais if she bad been taking part 
in the Olym^to. 

The women's contest had 
.alrea^ been shunned by de- 
fending champion Oksana 
Baiui of Ukraine, who won the 
gold at Lillehammer. and 
nmner-up Nancy Kerrigan of 
the United States. 


Sonics beat Suns; Knicks clinch playoff spot 


SEATTLE, Washington (R) 

— Detlef Schrempf scored a 
season-high 27 points as the 
Seattle Snpetsonics beat the 
Phoenix Suns 116-106 Tlmrs- 
day in a battle between 
year*s best of the West and last 
year's. 

Gary Payton added 21 pmnts 
and Shawn Kemp 18 for ^t- 
tle, whidi won for the 12 th 
time in its last IS games and 
improved to an NBA-best 49- 
17. 

, Chades Barkley -had 25 
points and 10 reboonds to lead 
tbe 43-23 .Suns, last season’s 
Western Conference cham- 
{A<ms who lost for only tiie 
third time in their last nine 

gamgs 

Seattle erupted for 41 
second-quaner points and led 
78-55 at the half. The Sonics 
shot 71 per cent from the field 
Hi tile first half, connecting on. 
36of-Sl attempts. 

- *Seat^lecFl^ asmaar^-as 27 • 
points with 9:07 left in the third 
garter, then held on as 
Phoemx came as dose as 105- 
99 with 4:00 rmnaining — but 
no closer. 

At Minnesota, Hubert 
Davis, starting in place of the 
injared John Starts, pumped 
in a career-high 32 points as 
tbe New York Kni^ won 
tiidr Util straigiht game and 
dinebed a playoff berth, down- 
ing the THnbCTwotves 123-106. 

Tbe Knicks jmned Atlanta 


as the only teams to dinch 
playoff ^pots in the Eastern 
Conference. 

In Houston, Hakeem 01a- 
juwon scored 15 of his 37 
points in the fourth quarter 
' and finished with 11 r^omds 
and six Uocks to lead the 
Rockets to a 113-107 win over 
the Lakers in Los Angeles’ 
fmal game before Nfegto J^n* 
son takes over a he^ coa^. 

Assistant Bfll Bertia served 
as head coach in Los Angeles’ 
win at Dallas Wednesday mid 
Thursday's loss to Houston as 
the Lakm dropped a full six 
games behind Denver for the 
final Western Conference play- 
off berth. 

In Denver, Mahmoud Abdul 
Rauf scored 25 poind before 
joimng the other starters on 
the bench as tbe Nuggets 
cruised past the hfiami Heat 
113-101. 

Tbe Nuggets have won five 
their last - sdc ' games: 

In Sacramento, David 
Robinson had. 38 points, nine 
rebounds, rix and five 

assists to fift the San Antonio 
Spurs to a 107-91 win over the 
Knidcs. 

At Golden State, Avery 
Johnson hit a driving layup 
with ax seconds remaining to 
lift the Warriors to a 114-112 
triumph over the MDwaakee 
Bucks. 

Chris Mollin and Laorell 
SpreweO each scored 25 poind 


and Chris Webber added 21 for 
tiie Warriors, wbo won their 
third straight game and lOth in 
a row at borne. 

At Washington, Dee Brown 
scored seven of hb career-high 
38 points ui overtnne, leading 
the Boston Celtics to a 123-117 
victory over tbe BoUets. 

Brown, wbo played 52 of a 
posable minutes, was IS-of- 
26 from tbe field, induding 
Sof-3 from 3-point range, and 
5-of-6 from t^ line. 

Dino Radja added 20 points 
for Boston, which snapfM its 
six-game k^ng stre^ aM won 
for only tbe thM time in its last 
22 games. 

Washington lost for the 
seventh straight time. 
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Bustami wins his 

__ „ •A ._ _ _ 'ies had expresiwl 

Okifax National Rally 

^ borate OR the 


By Ronfan Nahhas 
Spedai to tbe Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jordanian rally 
driver Bashar Bustami con- 
fidently drove his Ford Sierra 
Coswortb to the finish line 
early Friday, to retain his title 
as champion of tbe Olufax 
National Rally, the first of 
the season's events organised 
by tbe Royal Automobile 
Qub of Jordan (RACI). 

Bustami and co-driver 
Malek Harirri took tbe lead- 
ing position of tbe rally with a 
time of one hour, 21 minutes 
and 23 seconds. 

Amjad Farah and co-driver 
Faisal Sadoon came in second 
in their Toyota Corolla with a 
tune of one hour 21 minutes 
36 seconds. 

Th third i^ce was won by 
Mahmoud Qumoq and co- 
driver Mounes Mad^ in a 
Ford Sierra Coswortb with a 
time of one hour, 23 minotes, 
3 seconds. 

Only 11 drivers ont of 24 
starters reached the finish 
line. The first car started at 
4:15 p.m. Thursday and the 
winner crossed tbe finish hne 
at 1:10 a.m. Friday. 

An extra stage was added 


by RAO to the rally. The 
new 4.96-kiloraetre river 
stage near the King Talal 
Dam was added to the 341- 
idlotnetre rally to make it 
more challenging to competi- 
tors. 

The only accident occurred 
when a Ford fiesta 
driven by Firas Khazar and 
co-driver Firas Bani Hani 
overturned at the Kufr Khai 
st^, tiie last special st^ of 
the first leg which forced 
them to quit the rally. In 
addition, other mechanical 
problems faced several driv- 
ers, according to Waleed 
Mehiar, car racing coordina- 
tor at RAO. 

In a telephone interview 
with the Jordan Times, Meh- 
iar said that the rally was a 
success and everything went 
smootiily. 

“Spectators were coopera- 
tive and we did not face any 
problem," he said. 

On the RAO schedule 
next will be the A1 Mustakbal 
Club Charity Rally Tour 
which will be held April S. 

Following are the final 
standings of the Okifax 
National Rally: 

1. Bashar Bustami and Malek 


Harirri -itemationai 

2. Amjad Farah i.«« August 

1 was now 

Sadoon 

3. Mahmoud 
Mounes Madani 

4. Ahmad A1 Daouo, 
Mahmoud Metwaili 

5. Issa Halabi and LoC 
Halabi 

6 . Ammar Hijazi and Salai 
Suheimat 

7. Paris Bustami and Ehab 
Shourafa 

8 . Mohammad Juma and 
Emad Juma 

9. Saleh At Baba and Nabii 
A1 Kurd! 

10. Asem Aref and Ramzi 
Mansour 

11. Jehad Haku and Amjad 
Gbazat. 



GEMS: WE KNOW BETTER! 


Blue Topaz . Exists! 

Many Specialists differ on this. 

They are wrong! 

Aqua Marine and Blue Topaz are too different 
Gems, both in composition. Price and Resale 
value (we have both gems). 

We are active members in the International Gem's 
Association, etiid our guarantees are recognised 
in all member countries around the world. 

ATa DAJANI jewellers Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
WORLD RESOURCES Amman. Jordan 

Amra Hotel — 6th Circle 
Tel. 827118 



TO LET 

A -266-squafe-fnettB:igFound floor -apartment-in AbdouRi. 
ponslshnQ^:tlvee.t)edfPQms. thj-ea.bathrooms. two.Jiving 
rooms, dining room, large Kitchen, breakfest room, washing 
room, maid room, and a spacious terrace. 

Pis. call tel.: 829809 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 

APARTMENT 

^ J.hl,THJE,7TH CIRCLE FOR RENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, 2 salons and dining 
room, with independent heating, telephone, luxurious furni- 
ture. Located near Jaber Centre. 

Call tel.: 863355 


VILLA FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Furnished or semi-fumished at the price of empty. Four 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, three living areas, dining room 
and modem Kitchen with garden and private garage. The villa' 
is centrally heated, insulated and modemly oak decorated 
with a telephone. 

Intereated please call tel.: 

815941, 822067 or Fax: 822067. 



| FURNISHED APARTMENTS' 


Wear your birth 
stone in a unique 
18 k, design 

AJANl 




Amra Hotel 
Amman 




FOR RENT IN WESTERN SHMEISANI 

The first is a second floor with an area of 200 square 
metres. U consists of three bedrooms, salon, living, dining 
rooms, large kitchen, and three bathrooms. 

The second is a ground floor consisting of two bedrooms, 
sitting and dining rooms, spacious kitchen, glassed-in 
veranda, separate entrance with small garden and .garage. 
Each apartment has an independent ' ir£ rw .. ing and 
telephone. 

Location'. Western Shmeisani, Abdul Halim Al Nimr St., 
near Bilal Mosque. Building No. 24. 

Pie. call 685593 or 664256. 


Sapar IMoxc Apartnimts For Salo 
or Rent — F^miisind or UnfamislMd 

Located in Urn Uthaina, behind the Bulgarian Embaa- 
sy, near Habiba supermarket 
Consists of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, 80-square 
metres salon. 

Plem call tal. 861989 


NOTICE OF SALE 

Date: Tuesday, March 29, 1994. between the hours of 

9 am. and 1:00 p.m. 

Location: Warehouse near 7th Circle. 

Items to be sold: Used residential and office 

furnishings and equipment. 

Type of sale: Sealed-bid. Bid forms can be obtained 

on the day of sale. 

Conditions of sale: 

- 20 per cent cash deposit required on sale day. 

- Sale items will be available for inspection on sale 
day. 

- Bids must be submitted by 1:00 p.m. on sale day. 

- Bids must be submitted at the warehouse. 

- Bids will be opened and bidders notified beginning 
Wednesday, March 30, 1994. 

- Items must be removed within 24 hours after notifica- 
tion. After that period, a JD 50 per day storage fee 
will be assessed. 

- All items are sold on a *‘where-is, as-is, non- 
returnable” basis. 


A Chance to Study in Britain 



De MONTFORT 
UNIVERSITY 
LEiccsreR 

An yoa thinking of stadjiag in Britain at DE MONTFORT 
UNTVERsrry? 

Places are available for entry in October 1994. 

A wide range of subjects is offered for undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses in the following subject areas; 

-Bectronica & Electrical Engineering. 
-Mechenicaf Engineering. 

-Computer Sciences & Contbined Studies. 

- Health L Ufa Sciences. 

• Art A Applied Sciences. 

- Lew ft Business Studies. 

- Mology ft the Envlronment..eta 

Wide entry and Access courses are available for students 

who do not have the appropriate qualifications. 

Or. Marwan Al Akaidi will be visiting Jordan. 

He will be available to answer your enquiries at the British 
Council from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

The following days: Saturday 26, Monday 28, Wednesday 30, 
Thursday 31 March 1994. 

Tiie British Council, Jebal Amman. 

First Circle, Rainbow Street 
TeL: 638147/8 

De Mentfort Univeralty, Leicester, 

Tlra Gateway, Leicester LEI 9Bh, U.K. 

Tel 0044 533 551551 Fax 0044 533 577052 




GALLERY RESTAURAUT.^ 
INTEnNATIONAL GUSIRE- 


LUNCH 

WITH 

VAN GOUGH 

ALACARTE& 
BUSINESS LUNCHES 

SPECIAL DAILY 
FOUR COURSE MENUS 
( 12:00 To 3:00) 


OPEN DAILY 1 
NOON TO MIDNIGHT 





T, 
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eSnema - Tel-: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Gnema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Gnema TeL: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tei.; 675571 

Naba Al Mashini ThMtra 

Nabii & HIsham’s Tel : 6251551 

AHLAN THEAIRE 

indecent proposal 

i^y^gbows: 12:30, 3:J0. 6:15. 8:30. lOJO 

Fffi Abdo/Hislum A. 
in 

qadara 

Arabic 

Shows: 12J0, 3:15. 5:00. 6:45. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘V 
DEMOLITION MAN 

Shows: 12J0, 3:30, 6:15, 8J0. 10:30 

CONCORD *2* 
ACCn»ENTAL HERO 

Shorn 12:30, 3:45. 6:00, 8:15, 10:15 

OpwtfnflSooii' 

A poBtical coBMdy 
PofbMdn X Fofbtddn 

Watch for the surprise — 
The next play.... 

Since tbe actors are abroad the theatre 
IS closed 

It ntil re-open on April 6, 1994 for tvro 
weeks m the last perfoi'mqpces of: 

"Anb SnmiiiH CoBfmnc^ 
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Nearly 2 million fighters on 
alert in Korean peninsula 
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SEOUL (R) — More than 1.7 
million armed forces personnel 
were on alert on the Korean 
peninsula on Friday as interna* 
tional efforts continued to curb 
the communist North's nuclear 
ambitions. 

“North Korea has recendy 
put its troops on alert." South 
Korean Information Minister 
Oh In-Hwon said at the end of 
a special meeting of security- 
related cabinet ministers. 

The isolated stalinist state 
keeps 1.030,000 men and 
women under arms. 

South Korea, living in the 
shadow of Nonh Korea's mas- 
sive military* machine, put its 
650.U0Q-strong standing armed 
forces, aided by 36,000 Amer- 
ican troops, on special alert on 
Wednesday after Pyongyang 
warned of war. 

North Korea has threatened 
to withdraw from the nudear 
non-Proliferation Treaty if the 
Security Council imposes sanc- 
tions fOT its refusal to submit to 
full internationai tnspecrions of 
its nuclear fadlities. 

Pyongyang is adamant in its 
refusal to cooperate and said 
on Friday that economic sanc- 
tions could not force it to 
change its mind. 

Nonh Korea's offidal news 
agency said the country had 
the industrial capadty to supp- 
ly its own development, 
fence and everyday needs. 

‘'With Ihe develi^inent of 
chemical industry, li^t indus- 
try, fisheries and agriculture 
the need for the people's livii^ 
is being met with domestic 
products." the agency said. 

“The Korean people have 
the migh^ sodaiist indepen- 
dent national economy and 


abundant resources enough to 
live on their own efforts under 
any situation," it said. “No 
political and ideological offen- 
dve, economic blockade and 
military threat of the imperial- 
ists and reactionaries can 
frighten the Korean people." 

The United States and ^uth 
Korea have reactivated plans 
for huge military manoeuvres 
that had been cancelled to lure 
the north into permitting in- 
spections of its nuclear fadli- 
ties. 

Washington was also send- 
ing Patriot air defence missiles 
to South Korea as the U.N. 
Security Coundl worked on a 
resolution urging Pyongyang to 
let U.N. inspectors complete 
their checks. 

Seoul and Washington de- 
dded on the moves after the 
Inteiaatiottal Atomic Eoeigy Agenq' 
(IAEA), — the U.N. niidear 
watchdog, which has vainly 
sought unimpeded access to 
North Korea's nuclear sites — 
referred the issue to the Secur- 
ity Coundl for possible puni- 
tive action. 

The chief of the Internation- 
al Atomic Energy Agency, 
(IAEA), Hans Blix, told a 
meeting of the U.N. Security 
Coundl that North Korea was 
certainly hiding more pluto- 
nium Aan it had declared. 
Plutonium is a vital ingredient 
of a nudear bomb. 

But Mr. Blix said he could 
not state whedier a bomb was 
actually being produced, 
adding that there was no evi- 
dence North Korea had the 
technology to make warheads. 

The IAEA alleged last week 
that an inspection team recent- 
ly sent to North Korea had 


been barred from taking sam- 
ples at one key nuclear site, 
dashing prospects of giving 
Pyongyang a clean bill of nuc- 
lear health. 

Coundl members were con- 
sulting privately on a draft 
resolution urging North Korea 
to permit unrestriaed inspec- 
tion. A vote is expected next 
week. 

There was no move to im- 


pose economic sanctions im- 
mediately. The resolution says 
only that the coundl would 
consider further unspecified 
action, if necess^. 

Seoul on Friday reacted 
coolly to a Russian proposal to 
hold an international confer- 
ence on the nudear issue, 
saying the United Nations was 
the most appropriate forum to 
resolve the matter. 

South Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam was scheduled to 
travel from Japan to China on 
Samrday seeking support for a 
diplomatic solution. 

China, still a powerful ally of 
North Korea, has said it does 
not feel the Security Coundl is 
the appropriate place to handle 
the issue and that international 
efforts to mediate the dispute 
should continue. 

It has not said whether or 
not it would use its security 
coundl veto to block moves 
against North Korea. 

North Korea got support 
from an unlikely source when 
Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos said it would be prema? 
ture to impose sanctions 
against North Korea. 

Mr. Ramos fought with 
U.N. forces as a Philippine 
army Lieutenant in he 19S0-S3 
Korean war. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lebanon: Christopher might tour Mideast 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese Foreign Minister Paris Bouez said 
after talks with a U.S. envoy in Beirut on Friday that U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher might tour the Mid^ 
East before the next round of Aiab-Israeli peace talks. U.S. 
Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern Affairs Rikieit Bellet- 
reau made a previously unannounced visit to Beirut vriiere he 
said he held “useful and productive" talks with Mr. Bouez on 
regional issues and bilateral relations. Mr. Belletreau said he 
agreed with Mr. Bouez on “the importance of achieving 
progress in 1994" in the Middle East peace talks. Mr. Bouez 
said the United States wanted to give a new push to the peace 
process, saying this may require additional diplomacy by Mr. 
Chrisiopher. 


Wijetunga suffers major debacle 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri Lanka President Dingiri Banda 
Wijetunga suffered a humiliating defeat on Fri&y as the 
opposition won a key local poll seen by analysts here as setting 
the trend for future elections. The opposition People's 
Alliance (PA). led by former Premier Sirima Bandaranaike. 
polled 550.512 votes to stage a dramatic comeback at 
Thursday's election to win 32 seats in the 55-member southern 
provincial council. Mr. Wijetunga's United National Party 
(UNP) fared poorly to taire the balance of 23 seats after 
polling 443.423 votes in the ballot conduct under a 
proportional representation system. 


‘House-oMiorrors’ wife demands damages 


GLOUCESTER, England (AFP) — The wife of a man 
charged with murdering nine women said Friday she would 
seek compcn.sation from police who dem<riished her house 
searching for bodies. "She has lost her house and \rill be 
looking for compensation." said Leo Goatley, lawyer for 
Rosemmy West. Her husband, Frederick West, a 52-year-old 
builder. Ls charged with nine counts of murder after the 
iem.^}ns of women and young juris were recovered from their 
house and garden at its now infamous address, 25 Cromwell 
Street. Ms. West was arrested along with her husband a month 
ago. hui released soon afterward without charge. Police 
dippitg in the garden, basement, floors and w^ls of the 
ehicc-storcy house has weakened the structure and required 
the pouring of tonnes of concrete to shore up the structure 
iigainst vollapsc. Mr. Goatley said that, irrespective of any 
compensation she might receive, Nfs. West was unlikely ever 
to move back (o the house, dubbed the "house of horrors” 
since (he recovery of human remains turned it and the 
neighbourhood into a media circus. 


Neil Kinnock convicted of speeding 


j _ 


S.AFFRON Walden, Britain (AFP) — Former Labour 
Pan>' leader Neil Kinnock had his driving licence withdrawn 
for a week Friday after being found guilty of speeding. Mr. 
Kin.nock. 51, who resigned the Labour leadership when his 
party w.is defeated in the spring 1992 general elections, was 
io,>:ced travelling at 160 kilometres an hour in a 100- 
kiiometres-an-hour zone, a court in this southern town heard. 
cc*jr. also fined Mr. Kinnock £140 pounds (S210) and £25 
in costs. It was his second speeding offence in the last 
thret: months. 


Israeli deputy minister to visit India 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Yossi 
Beilin is due to arrive here on April 1 on a four-^y visit for 
\.-i\ks with Indian leaders, the Israeli embassy said here Friday. 
Mr. Beilin's scheduled trip next month follows a groundbreak- 
ing visit tc India last summer by Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres. The deputy foreign minister's visit will be the 
second by a top Israeli offtdal since diplomatic links between 
New Delhi and Tci Aviv were reestablished in January 1992 
after a 40-vear hiatus. 


lElegal drug crops destroyed in Egypt 


WADI FIRAN, Egypt (AP) — Police and soldiers destroyed 
about 1 ,000 acres of ba<w«b and opium plants near Mount St. 
Catherine in Sinai, the largest anti-narcotics operation in 
Egypt's modem history. About 2,000 police and border 
gua^. the country’s largest force ever mobilised to eliminate 
contraband drugs, dumpM chemicals on 18 plots where the 
crops were gromng in mountainous terrain at Wadi Firan. The 
town, whose name translates into valley of the mice, is ^Mut 
35 kilometres from the Greek Orthodox monasfery at St. 
Catherine. The interior ministry, in charge of police, was in 
charge of the operation, which also involved the defence. Oil 
and agriculture ministries. The oil ministry provided three 
helicopters, agriculture the chemicals. 


German 


synagogue 

firebombed 


LUEBECK, Germany (Agen- 
cies) — Suspected rightwingers 
firebombed a synagogue early 
Friday, shocldng the Jewish 
community and promp^g a 
quick government reaction. 

The attack in the northern 
port dty caused no injuries but 
charred two front rooms laid 
out for what was to have been 
the first Passover seder at the 
Luebeck synagogue since the 
war. 


In an unusual step, the chief 
federal prosecutor took over 
the case. Authorities offered a 
50,000 marks (S30,000) reward 
for information leading to 
arrests, state prosecutor 
Heribeit Ostendorf said. 

‘*This is not only attempted 
murder, it’s a symbolic attack 
on the Jewish praple, an effort 
to continue the Nazi annihila- 
tion,'’ Mr. Ostendorf said. 

Right-wing militants were 
die main suspects, and were 
being questioned, Mr. Osten- 
dorf said, but extremist Arab 
groups could not be ruled out. 

Police found an unused 
Molotov cocktail at the scene 
of the fire, said investigator 
Guenter Moeller. 

Luebeck is only 20 
kilometres nonh of Moelln, 
where a November 1992 fire- 
bombing killed three Turks. 
Two neo-Nazis were sentenced 
to long prison terms. 


Officials at the central coun- 
dl of Jews in Germany said 
they could not find any record 
of an arson attack against a 
synagogue in Germany since 
the 1938 “kristalinacht" that 
presaged World War n. 

Nazi supporters looted more 
tfaw 7,000 Jewish shops and 
burnt down hundreds of syna- 
gogues on the the night of Nov. 
9, 1938, whidt became known 
as "kristalinacht'' (crystal 
night) because of the smashed 
glass that littered the streets. 

About 200 students with 
banners condemning the attack 
maich^ at midday to the syna- 
gogue. a four-storey brick 
building with a lar^ star of 
david on its facade. 

^The German government is 
shocked by this ac^k and 
sharply condemns it,” said 
government spokesman Dieter 
Vogel, who told journalists 
that Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
now on Easter vacation in Au- 
stria. bad been informed. 


Local Christian churches 
also expre^ed their shock and 
Hfcgiict at the attadc and added 
in a joint statement; 'This 
crime was aimed at a commun- 
ity that was trying to i^uild 
itself after the dotruction of 
the Nazi era.” 

“We Christians cannot stay 
quiet like in 1938. T^Tien syna- 
gogues bum. churches will 
bun too." 

The synagogue, which has 
not been used for ser^'ces since 
1938. was piepi^g to hold on 
Saturday evening its first pas- 
.r..*.— "iince the “kris- 
tallnacfat." 



American soldiers board a h^eopter at Moga- 
dltfan airport <m Friday, compMmg the withr 


drawri of aH U.S. forces from Somalia (AFP 
iriMto) 


Last American soldiers 


scramble out of Somalia 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
The last U.S. troops dis- 
appeared in a cloud of dust 
Friday as they quit temalia 
without fanfare after a heavily- 
criticised 15-month interven- 
tion. 


Marines and soldiers left 
quietly ffom the same beach 
where they landed on Dec. 9, 
1992 in the glare of television 
lights to end a femine that 
killed at least 300.000 people. 

U.S. commander Major- 
General Thomas Montgomery 
called the mission “a great 
success," despite the killings of 
nearly 100 peacekeepers, in- 
cluding 30 Americans, and 
controversy over heavy- 
handed tactics that cost tiie 
lives of hundreds of Somalis.' 

Gen. Montgomery insisted 
that the withdrawal, dubbed 
“Operation Quickdraw." was 
not a retreat. 

President Bill Clinton 
ordered the troops home after 
warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed's gunmen killed 18 
Americans in a maze of sandy 
Mogadishu alleys on Oct. 3. 

“We are very proud of what 
we have done here.” said Gen. 
Montgomery, who flew back to 
Mogadishu airport by helicop- 
ter from a U.S. warship to 
address reports. "We know 
that we are the best of the 
best." 


Grey warships shimmered in 
the haze as they waited 
offshore to take the troops on 
the first leg of the long journey 
home. 

As Howitzers and armoured 
vehicles rolled aboard hover- 
craft on tile beach, IS helicop- 
ters that once patrolled the s^ 
and pounded positions of 
General Aideed took off in 
formation in a gigantic dust- 
cloud. 

Exit day, or E-Day, got 
under way when a lumbei^g 
CS Galaxy transport plane 
roared into the sky. 

Three hours later, the last 
amphibious vehicle Somali 
soil, watehed by about 100 
sweaty reporters coated with 
sunscreen. 

Hordes of watching Somalis 
swarmed over piles of rubbish 
strewn over the dty's sandy 
beaches. 

Pakistani troops, part of a 
20,000-strong U.N. army left 
to deal with the turmoil of a 
country ruled by gunmen, 
looked on but did not inter- 


banditry and ravaged by 
cholera. 

Gen. Montgomery. 52, 
pointed to the signing of a 
peace pact in tiie K^yan capit- 
al Nairoi on Thursday betWMn 
ri^ Gen. Aideed and his rival 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad. 

U.S. Special Ambassador to 
Somalia Robert Oakley, sent 
by Mr. Ointon to try and 
broker a deal with Gen. 
Aideed, admitted on Friday 
the mission had lost its direc- 
tion. 


The last Marines rumbled 
across Mogadishu aitport in 
amphibious assault vehicles 
crossed the beach and vanished 
into the azure waters of the 
Indian ocean in a plume of 
spray and sand. 


vene. 

At the main entrance to the 
airport first fights broke out as 
Egyptian peacekeepers tried to 
keep crowds of exdted onlook- 
ers rushing into the compound. 

Harrier jets screamed across 
the broken dty. 

“Just in case anyone has any 
ideas, we want to remind them 
we still have a p^nt force out 
there," U.S. military spokes- 
man Colonel Steve Rausch* 
said. 

The Americans leave behind 
a blitted country with no 
government, bedevilled by 


“There was a period when I 
think the Unii^ States and 
the United Nations were both 
off course. Sometimes you do 
make mistakes. You have to 
learn from ttem and move 
ahead," he said in an interriew 
wth the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. 

Independent analysts fear 
Somalia may slide 'back into 
civil war without the support of 
American and other Western 
contingents who have already 
left. 

The remaining U.N. force, 
made up of African and Asian 
contingents, is less weil- 
equipp^. Its mandate is IL 
mited to protecting food con- 
voys and guarding key installa- 
tions. like the port and ai^rt. 


Gren. Aid^ and Mr. Ali 
Mahdi, whose p^er struggle 
destroyed Mo^dishu after the 
January 1991 overthrow of dic- 
tator Ii^hammad Siad Barre, 
have agreed to bold more talks 
and a reconciliation conference 
in the capital on May 15. 

Several previous accords 
quickly dirint^rated. 


Saguy: 
Syria is 
ready for 


full peace 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Syria is 
ready for full peace with forael, 
tire foraeli duef of mflitaiy 
inteliigeiice said in an inter- 
view -published Friday, but 
President Hafez AI Assad first 
nWds to hear Israel is ready for 
a frill withdrawal from tiie 
Golan Heiebts. 

Major General Uri Saguy 
aiw ti^ the Yediot Ahronot 
daily that Yasser Arafat’s 
dream of statehood would 
“shatter” when be arrived in 
Jeridio, but he added tiiat be 
believed that the Palestinian 
leader was in control. 

“There is in Syria, now more 
thaw ever, an understawfing 
that in return for full 
sovereignty over the Golan 
Heights, it will be asked for — 
and, I thinfc, it vrill agree — 
peace widi ^ its diaracteris- 
tics, inrinriing diplomatic rela- 
tions," Gen. Saguy told 
YedioL 

Talks between Israel and the 
Syrians foras on tiie future of 
the stra^ic plateau, wtudi 
Israel seized in the 1967 
Mideast war. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has said tiiat he mil not 
say how far forael wfll witii- 
draw until he hears bfr. Assad 
define the peace, which Israel 
sees as induding frill diploma- 
tic relations and open borders. 
Mr. Rabin describes Mr. 
Arad's rehictance to do so as 
"(fisqipt^Dting." 

But Gen. Saguy, who said 
that Mr. Assad was aware of 
Israeli requirements, said: 
"From his point of view, 
(Asrad) has to believe be will 
receive the entire Golan 
Hdghts” before be defines the 
peace. 

Gen. S^qy said that the 
Syrian anny was 'ibnmdable" 
md getting stronger, and that 
Syria stiO oonadined Israel its 
primary enen^. 

Mr. Arafat's dream of 
“being president of some 
state" would shatter once the 
implementation of the accord 
to introduce autonomy in the 
.Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho became a real- 
ity, Gen. Sagoy said. 

“Arafat was never excep- 
tional at day-to-day nuinage- 
ment," he said. "At tins stage, 
be won^ want to be mayor of 
Jericho.” 

Gen. Sa^ said Mr. Ara- 
fafs position among Palesti- 
nians had weakened since tiie 
(Hdlmm) massacre. 


King ‘satisfied’ with Oman, Qatar visits 


(Continned from page ll 


Officials said Minister of 
State for Foreign Affiurs Talal 
Al Hassan, who accompanied 
the King on the visits, was 
scheduled to brief the Cabinet 
during its regular session on 
Saturday. 

King Hussein, in comments 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, after his re- 
turn, said his Gulf visits serv’ed 
as a good opportunity for an 
exchange of views on various 
international and regional 
issues and the latest develop- 
ments in the Arab-Israeli 


peace process. 

The King described Jordan’s 
relations with Oman and Qatar 
as excellent and based on solid 
foundations. 

The King said the Arab Na- 
tion was fedng "decisive chal- 
lenges that demand that Arab 
leaders launch collective action 
to confront the challenges and 
serve Arab interests." He said 
both Sultan Qaboos and 
Sheikh Khalife were working 
to serve sudi interests. 

The King said the political 
crisis in Yemen, where Jordan 
and Oman are involved in 
efforts to end the rift between 
southern and northern leaders, 
was a topic for discusrions with 
Sultan Qaboos. 

"What Jordan is trying to 
achieve in Yemen is part of 
Jordan's duty towards Ye- 
men," he said. 


Referring to the persisting 
dispute between nor^ern and 
southern Yemeni leaders de- 
spite the signing of a recon- 
dliation and reform agreement 
in Amman on Feb. 20, the 
King said: “We were surprised 
by the disturbing develop- 
ments in Yemen (after the 
signing) and therefore a 
Jordanian-Omani delegation 
visited Yemen and settled the 
dispute between our Yemeni 
brothers.” 

The King restated that Jor- 
dan was seeking an American 
^lanation to the U.S. absten- 
tion from voting on parts of the 
March 18 U.N. Secimty Coun- 
cil resolution on the Feb. 25 
massacre in Hebron. Hie ab- 
stention. on references to Jeru- 
salem as occupied territory and 
the overall status of the occu- 
pied Palestinian lands, was jus- 
tified by the U.S. 1^ saying 
that Washington did not want 
to take sides to the confo'a at a 
time when Israel and the 
Palestinians have decided to 
discuss the issue as part of their 
n^otiations laonched by the 
Sept. 13 autonomy accoiti. 

The King said all U.N, 
Security Council resolutions 
issued since 1967 on the Arab- 
Israeli conflict considered 
Jerusalem as p»rt of the Israeli- 
occupied territories. He said 
Jord^ was ti)nng to get an 
assurance that the position has 
not changed. 

He said the U.S. had hinted ' 


several years ago that if the 
issue of Jerusalm was to be 
raised at the U.N., it would 
adopt the same position as it 
did during the March 18 voting 
— a veto if the resolution 
contained a reference to Jeru- 
salem in its operative para- 
graphs or abstention if the re- 
ference was in the preamble. 

In comments to Qatari 
press before he left Doha ear- 
lier Thursday, the King said his 
visit to Qatar was aimed at 
adiieving Arab solidarity. 

He said Sheikh Khalifa 
shared his desire for an Arab 
summit. "We alw^ hoped for 
such a summit, where all Arab 
leaders could have a frank ex- 
chan^ of views on their preoc- 
cupations.” 

Leaders of the 22-member 
Arab League last met in Cairo 
shortly after the Augim 19% 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. But, 
instead of adopting a collective 
stand towards the crisis they 
split into two camps; one that 
supported a military solution 
and the other wfaidi advocated 
dialogues and d^Ioma^ to- 
wards a solution witiiin foe 
Arab context. 

Efforts to convene an Arab 
summit since then have EaHed, 
and foe polarisation has spread 
to bilateral relations, 

Qatstf has mcreasingiy been 
increasing adopting indepen- 
dent dedrions, away frtiin foe 
influence of other Golf states 
regardless of their alliance in a 


six-oountiy cooperation coun- 
dl. 

Jordan's effort to reoondle 
with other members of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and Kuwait 
— bave not borne fmit. 
'Ifowever, the UAE has bera 
sendittg poritive signals in re- 
sponse to Jordanian efforts. 

The King visited Sandi Aia- 
Itia in.eariy March to perform a 
pilgrimage to Mecca, but no 
senior Saudi officials, including 
King Fahd, met hirri. 

Tte King said Thursday bis 
talks with Sheikh Khalifa alsn 
dealt with foe Middle East 
peace process, the su&ring of 
the Paleftixuam timg ondcT 
feraeli occupation and efforts 
to address their plight, particn- 
lariy after foe Hebrai mas- 
sacre, Jordan's efforts to pre- 
-serye and protect blamic holy 
shrines in Jerusalem and hb 
own endeavonrs to restore the 
Dome of foe Rock Mosque in 
foe Holy Giy. 

The King said Sheikh Khali- 
fa and Crown Prince Sh«wMi 
Hamad Ben ghalifa a 1 Thani 
had accepted invitations to 
visit Jordan and that the Qatari 
leaders would be malting foe 
visit at tii^ earliest possible 
convenient 

During U$ visit to Qatar, the 

King also met with representa- 
tives of foe Jordanian com- 
mimity living there. 


PLO wants large observer unit in Hebron 


(Continued from page I) 


the prindpie of foreign obser- 
vers but be wanted to make 
sure that it will be a prelude 
to international protection 
for Palestinians across the 
occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The officials said that 
Israel had stipulated that 
light arms will be confined to 
pistols only — something that 
seems to satisfy foe PLO 
leadership’s demands at this 
point. 

But what PLO leaders 
seem to fear the most is for 
Israel to use the siege on 
Hebron as bargaining chip to 
pressure Hebr^tes and the 


Palestinians to drop other de- 
mands concerning foe settlers 
and the settlements. 

Critids of Mr. Arafat 
argue that be has not held out 
long enough to make Israel 
bu<^, and that if he does not 
take a firm stand, lifting foe 
curfew on Hebrm will be 
used by Israel to extract 
Palestinian concessions. 

Fuitbemore, the 20^or 
siege of Hebron last week, 
when the Israeli army blasted 
a hideout for Hamas mem- 
bers and destroyed or dam- 
aged neighbouring booses in 
foe process, has presented 
the PLO with a diallenge of 
how secure protection of 
Palestinians against Israel 


army clampdown$. 

A United Natimis Security 
Council resolution passed' 
two weeks ago, resSinned 
the applicability of the 
Fourth Geneva Cravention, 
that practically bass an 
occupjnng power from con- 
ducting such dampdOTvns on 
people nnder occupation, on 
foe West Bank and Ga?a 
Strip, including East Jeru- 
salem. 

It was unclear so far. based 
on contacts with FLO offi- 
dais in Tunis, vfoefoer the 
tentatively ^geed iqKin de- 
ployment of ibre^ obser- 
vers will be antborised to 
prevent frraeli violations of 
foe Geneva convention. 


U.S. stand 


^unchanged’ 


(Coafoned frmn page !>■ 


issue of Jerusalem. 

Foiling is the official 
transenpt of the reporter's 
question and the president’s 
answer dealing with Jerusalem- 
Qttesliore Mn Pteadent, what 
<fid yon tell foe American Jew- 
ish leaders to^y about a status 
of a united Jerusalem^ 

Mr. CB^ I told thim that 
foe p^on ^ I told them 
what Pve ahvays told vou^ 
teU you foe^S 
wrdsi used: I said, my^ 
o^has not efaanj^ on*Si 


CWJUMN 

Modi 


Diana goes on 
skiing holiday 


lech, Austria — After 
a foree-monfo self-mtposed «- • 
ile. Princess Diana braved me. . 
cameras TTiursday, ^ ra- 
day of a week-tong sknng hoh- 
day. She seemed at ease with' 
the close attention of foe' 
media. More than 40 photo- 
napbeis from across Europe 
waited to snap hsi when she 
emened with Princes WUiam, 
11, and Harry, 9, from th«r 
five-star hotel in Lech. Prin- 
cess Diana has carried out only 
one public engagement thfr 
year, and her official diary is 

empty friUowmg her announoe- 
m^ m December that she is. 


laxg^ withdrawing from pubK 
lie life. Wearing a turquobdf 


one-piece slti suit — the same 
as she wore last year — tlw 
nincess st^^fed info her slds 
and took a chairlift up the 
moimtarns with her friends 
Meimes, 32, and Catber- 
ine Soames, 36. Prince WQ- 
Kam , in a bine sId suh and 
woolly hat, and Prince Harry,' 
wearing a pnt|de smt and ban-' 
ffana, took the chairiift ahead 
with their friend KaTiy 
‘Soames, Catiiem’s 10-year- 
old son, and their sltiiiig friend 
Harry Soames, Catherine's 1(F 
year-old son, and their skiing 
instructor. _ 


Elizabeth Taylor 
undergoes hip 
surgery 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Ac- 
tress Elizabeth Taylor under-; 
went hip replacement surg^ 
as planned and the (^ration 
went smoofoly, her doctor 
said. '*There were no suipcaL 
ctMUpIicatioiis," Doctor John 
Moreland said m a statemeot 
issued the day after surge^. 
The 62-year-<rid Oscar^wiiming 
actress underwent foe opera- 
tion after spedalists (fiagnosedj^ 
her with osteoartiintis of the 
left hip. a condition in which, 
vital cartila^ has worn out, 
Ms. Taylor’s bad hip was 
aggravated when she slipped in 
foe snow dur^ a Swiss boli- 
de earlier tins year, and her 
condition worsened steadily 
until she could no longer walk 
without p^. Her publicist- 
announced in nnd-Jannary foat 
she would need hip replace- 
ment surgery to correct the 
problem. Dr. Moreland said 
Ms. Taylor would likely re^ 
main 'in the hosfntal for a 
week. Daring the first eight 
weeks of recuperation, she is 
expected to use cratches or a 
walker. Full recovery normally 
takes three to siz months. Dr.' 
Moreland said. Taytor;- 
best known for her roles in 
such films as Oeopatra. Who's, 
Afraid Of Virginia Woolf? and ; 
Cat On A Hot Tin Roof, has a- 
history of health problems. She! 
spent over two months in the; 
hc^Ntd in tiie spring of 1990* 
for treatment of viral pneumo-* 
m'a and at one pmnt was re-! 
ported to be near death. In 
1983, Ms. Taylor entered th& 
Bet^ Ford Qinic in southern 
California to overcome iriiat 
she described as a dependency 
on alcohol and prescription- 
tirngs. There she met her cur-' 
rent husband Lany Fortensky; 


Murder-case 
grandmother jailed 
for 15 years 


PARIS (R) — A French court 
sentenced a 69-year-old grand- 
to 15 years jail ifor 
nirmg a gnmiim to kill her 
son-in-Iaw, closing a sensation: 
al tnal spiced with ^amoarj 
Md mystery. Marie- 
Qisabeth Coos-Bontboul was 
chaig^ with being an accom- 
plice in tile 1985 murder of 
bu^ess lawyer Jacques Per^ 
rot, husband of ber^amoroos 
J^key daughter Dane BoutT 
Doul. Applause broke out in 
foe court when foe guilty ver- 
was read but the priding 
juto immediately called fot 
^ons-Boutbou| 
J® at the sent- 

g^ut her lawyer. Bernard 

™f®*‘’yf®Pt.Mr.Prevosthad . 

oay tnal had not proved she 
had a motive to kill Mr. Perrot 
evidence 

unking her to the killine or 
JacoJS** Prosecutor 

Sfr ■ silenced^ 

iferrot because he had 

h£ sS. ^^®outboul7ifoo 
awaSS^g 
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